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Introduced by M of AL G BSON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CLARK --
read once and referred to the Commttee on Corporations, Authorities
and Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to providing tele-
phone equi pnent with voice dialing functions to certain persons wth
disabilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general business |law is anended by addi ng a new section
399-zz-1 to read as foll ows:

S 399-77-1. RESIDENTI AL VO CE DI ALI NG TELEPHONE EQUI PMENT. 1. FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THI'S SECTION: (A) "VO CE DI ALI NG TELEPHONE EQUI PMENT"  SHALL
MEAN CUSTOVER PREM SES EQUI PMENT SUCH AS TELEPHONE HANDSETS, DESI GNED
FOR USE ON THE RESI DENTI AL PREM SES OF A VI SUALLY-1MPAI RED PERSON TO
ORI G NATE, ROUTE OR TERM NATE A TELEPHONE CALL;

(B) "CONSUMER' OR "PURCHASER' SHALL MEAN: (1) A CERTIFIED VI SUALLY-I M
PAI RED RETAIL CUSTOVER WHO PURCHASES SUCH EQUI PMENT FOR PERSONAL USE I N
A PLACE OF RESI DENCE WHERE THE ADDI TI ON OF SUCH EQUI PMENT |S NECESSARY
TO ENABLE SUCH CONSUMER TO MAKE A TELEPHONE CALL AND THAT (I1) MEETS THE
| NCOVE ELI A BI LI TY REQUI REMENTS FOR THE NEW YORK LI FELI NE PROGRAM AND

(© "SELLER' SHALL MEAN ANY RETAI LER, DI STRI BUTOR OR MANUFACTURER WHO
SELLS OR OFFERS FOR SALE RESI DENTI AL VO CE DI ALI NG TELEPHONE EQUI PMENT
DI RECTLY TO A CONSUMER OR PURCHASER OR PLACES IN THE CHAIN OF DI STRI B-
UTI ON SUCH EQUI PMENT TO BE ULTI MATELY SOLD TO A CONSUMER

2. ANY MANUFACTURER OF RESI DENTI AL VO CE DI ALI NG TELEPHONE EQUI PMENT
SHALL OFFER FOR SALE SUCH EQUI PMENT TO CONSUMERS, AS DEFINED IN THI' S
SECTI ON, AT AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED THE ACTUAL COST OF MANUFACTURI NG THE
EQUI PMENT.

S 2. Every tel ephone corporation, as defined in section 2 of the
public service law, and every cable television conpany, as defined in
section 212 of public service |aw and any other provider of telephone

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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service that provides telephone service to custoners in New York state
shall provide notice to its customers that voice dialing telephone
equi pnent is available from manufacturers at cost.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



