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I ntroduced by M of A MENENY -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CAHILL,
CLARK, COLTON, COOK, GALEF, GOITFRI ED, JAFFEE, MAlI SEL, M LLMAN, REIl L-
LY, TOMS, WElI SENBERG -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on
Codes

AN ACT to amend the crimnal procedure aw and the judiciary law, in
relation to instructions to grand juries prelimnary to assunption of
their duties and to amend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to
the charge to the jury

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 190.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 7 to read as fol |l ows:

7. (A) AFTER A GRAND JURY HAS BEEN SWORN, THE COURT MJUST DELIVER OR
CAUSE TO BE DELIVERED TO EACH GRAND JUROR A COPY OF THE WRI TTEN
| NSTRUCTI ONS FOR GRAND JURORS PREPARED BY THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE
COURTS | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF PARAGRAPH (S) OF SUBDI VI SI ON
TWO OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED TWELVE OF THE JUDI Cl ARY LAW

(B) THE PRESI DI NG JUDGE SHALL REVI EW SUCH WRI TTEN | NSTRUCTIONS W TH
THE JURORS AFTER HAVING BEEN SWORN AND PRELI M NARY TO ASSUMPTI ON OF
THEI R DUTI ES. THE PRESI DI NG JUDGE SHALL MAKE HI MSELF OR HERSELF AVAI L-
ABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS OR MAKE FURTHER CLARIFI CATIONS OF THESE
| NSTRUCTI ONS. NOTHI NG HEREI N SHALL PREVENT THE PRESID NG JUDGE FROM
G VI NG THE JURORS FURTHER GUI DANCE, AS HE OR SHE SHALL DETERM NE REGARD-
ING THE LEGAL DUTIES OF THE GRAND JURY, AND I TS RESPONSI BI LI TI ES AND
OBJECTI VES AS DEFINED IN THI' S ARTI CLE. IN ADDI TIQN, THE JUDGE SHALL
REM ND THE GRAND JURY OF I TS DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES AT ANY Tl ME HE
OR SHE SHALL DEEM NECESSARY, WHETHER SOLI Cl TED BY THE GRAND JURY OR NOT.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 212 of the judiciary lawis anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (s) to read as foll ows:

(S) PREPARE WRI TTEN | NSTRUCTI ONS FOR GRAND JURORS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG | NFORVATI ON:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) THE GRAND JURY PERFORMS THE DUAL FUNCTI ON OF | NVESTI GATING CRIM -
NAL ACTIVITY TO DETERM NE WHETHER SUFFI Cl ENT EVI DENCE EXI STS TO ACCUSE A
CITIZEN OF A CRIME, AND OF PROTECTI NG | NDI VI DUALS FROM NEEDLESS AND
UNFOUNDED PROSECUTI ONS;

(1) I N A GRAND JURY PROCEEDI NG THE PROSECUTOR PERFORMS THE DUAL ROLE
OF ADVOCATE AND PUBLI C OFFI CER CHARGED W TH THE DUTY NOT ONLY TO SECURE
| NDI CTMENTS BUT ALSO TO SEE THAT JUSTI CE | S DONE;

(111) THE GRAND JURY DERIVES | TS AUTHORI TY FROM THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK, CONSTI TUTES A PART OF THE COURT WHICH | MPANELS I T
AND IS NOT AN | NSTRUVENTALI TY OF THE PROSECUTOR OR DI STRICT ATTORNEY;
AND

(1'V) SUCH OTHER | NFORVATI ON AS THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR MAY DEEM NECES-
SARY AND PROPER TO CLARI FY THE M SSI ON OF THE GRAND JURY I N THE | NTER-
ESTS OF JUSTI CE.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 300.10 of the crimnal procedure lawis
anmended to read as foll ows:

1. At the conclusion of the sunmations, the court nust deliver a
charge to the jury AND MAY PROVIDE A WRI TTEN SUMVARY THEREOF TO THE
JURY.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.



