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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 10, 2011

Introduced by M of A TED SCO -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to adding el derly persons
to di saster preparedness registries and creating a state energency
assi stance dat abase

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The section heading and subdivisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of
section 23-a of the executive |aw, as added by chapter 658 of the |aws
of 1996, are amended to read as foll ows:

County registry of ELDERLY OR di sabl ed persons; notice. 1. In each
county having a |local disaster preparedness plan pursuant to section
twenty-three of this article, in order to neet the special needs of
persons who woul d need assi stance during evacuati ons OR OTHER EMERGENCY
SI TUATI ONS and sheltering because of physical or nental handicaps, [it
is recomended that] OR WHOSE ABILITY TO CARE FOR THEMSELVES DURI NG AN
EVMERGENCY SI TUATI ON | S ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY ADVANCED AGE, OR PERMVANENT
OR TEMPORARY MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON, each chief executive SHALL maintain a
regi stry of ELDERLY OR di sabl ed persons |ocated within the county. The
regi stration shall identify those persons in need of assistance and pl an
for resource allocation to neet those identified needs. To assist the
chi ef executive in identifying such persons, the county departnent of
health, or such other county departnent or agency as designated by the
chi ef executive, shall provide voluntary registration information to al
of its special needs clients and to all incomng clients as part of the
i ntake process. The registry shall be updated annually AT A M N MJM
The registration programshall give ELDERLY OR disabled persons the
option of pre-authorizing energency response personnel to enter their
hones during search and rescue operations if necessary to assure their
safety and wel fare during disasters.

2. Upon the establishnment of a voluntary registry of ELDERLY OR di sa-
bl ed persons as provided in subdivision one of this section, the chief
executive shall make such registry available to the appropriate county,
state and federal agencies for their use in delivering services in the
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event of a local or state disaster. The chief executive shall[, upon the
request of the state energency nanagenent office,] provide such registry
information to [such office] THE STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFI CE,
| NCLUDI NG ALL ANNUAL UPDATES TO SUCH REG STRY | NFORMATI ON, FOR PLACEMENT
IN THE STATE EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE DATABASE. The chi ef executive may, at
his discretion, use the registry information for |ocal di sast er
preparedness only in coordination with other political subdivisions of
t he state.

3. Upon the establishnment of a voluntary registry of ELDERLY OR di sa-
bl ed persons as provided in subdivision one of this section, at |east
sem -annual ly, each chief executive shall cause to be published in a
newspaper of general circulation within the county a notice of the
avai lability of the voluntary registration program

4. Al records, data, information, correspondence and conmmuni cations
relating to the registration of ELDERLY OR di sabl ed persons as provided
in subdivision one of this section are confidential, except that such
informati on shall be available to other county chief executives for
| ocal disaster preparedness only as the chief executive of the county
mai nt ai ni ng such registry deens necessary. Provided, however, the indi-
vidual file of a person having registered with the registry of disabled
persons shall be nmade avail able to that person upon request.

S 2. Section 23-a of the executive lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. (A THE COW SSI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH THE STATE EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE
DATABASE (SEAD). THE SEAD SHALL BE A COWPREHENSIVE LISTING OF ALL
PERSONS LOCATED | N THE STATE, WHO HAVE VOLUNTARI LY REQUESTED PLACEMENT
ON ANY COUNTY REG STRY OF ELDERLY OR DI SABLED PERSONS AS ESTABLI SHED
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, AND | N ADDI TI ON SHALL ACCEPT VOLUNTARY REQ S-
TRANTS DI RECTLY AS NEEDED, AT WHICH TI ME SUCH REQ STRATI ON | NFORMATI ON
COLLECTED SHALL BE FORWARDED TO THE APPROPRI ATE COUNTY REG STRY.

(B) THE SEAD SHALL BE MADE ACCESSI BLE TO ALL SUCH APPROPRI ATE STATE
AND COUNTY EMERGENCY RESPONSE PERSONNEL AND ORGANI ZATIONS AS MAY BE
DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE COW SSION I N ORDER TO PROPERLY PLAN FOR
SECURI NG THE NEEDS, SAFETY, AND WELL-BEING OF THE REQ STRANTS. TH'S
SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M TED TO, PLANNI NG FOR EVACUATI ONS, ASSESS-
| NG THE NEED FOR | NDI VI DUAL EVACUATI ONS DURI NG EMERGENCY SI TUATI ONS THAT
MAY NOT REQUI RE THE EVACUATI ON OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC, PREPGCSI TI ONI NG
EQUI PMENT AND SUPPLIES, OR SUCH OTHER MEASURES AS THE COWM SSI ON DEEMS
NECESSARY TO ACCOWPLI SH THE OBJECTI VES OF THI S ARTI CLE. | N ADDI TI ON, THE
SEAD SHALL BE MADE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL APPROPRI ATE FEDERAL EMERGENCY
RESPONSE ORGANI ZATI ONS AND SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO SUCH OTHER VOLUN-
TARY RELI EF ORGANI ZATI ONS AS THE COVM SSI ON DEEMS NECESSARY.

(C©) ALL RECORDS, DATA, | NFORMVATI ON, CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNI CATI ONS
RELATI NG TO THE SEAD SHALL BE CONFI DENTI AL, EXCEPT THAT SUCH | NFORVATI ON
MAY BE MADE AVAI LABLE AT THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE COWM SSI ON | N FURTHERANCE
O THE OBJECTIVES OF THI'S ARTICLE. THE IND VIDUAL FILE OF A PERSON
HAVI NG REG STERED W TH THE SEAD SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THAT PERSON
UPON REQUEST.

(D) THE COW SSION SHALL NOT BE LI ABLE FOR ANY CLAI M BASED UPON THE
GOOD FAI TH EXERCI SE OR PERFORMANCE OR THE GOOD FAI TH FAI LURE TO EXERCI SE
OR PERFORM A FUNCTI ON OR DUTY ON THE PART OF ANY OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE IN
THE MAI NTENANCE OR USAGE OF THE SEAD.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



