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Introduced by M of A PAULIN, GUNTHER, JAFFEE, V. LOPEZ, MOLI NARQ
SCHROEDER, SPANO, RUSSELL, BI NG PERRY, SCH MEL, ROBERTS, N. RIVERA,
GALEF, CASTRO, AUBRY, WEPRIN, M LLMAN, PALMESANO -- Milti-Sponsored by

- M of A ABBATE, ABI NANTI, BARCLAY, BLANKENBUSH, BOYLAND, CAHILL,
GABRYSZAK GOTTFRI ED, P. LOPEZ LUPARDO, MENENY, ORTIZ, RAIA REILLY,
P. RIVERA, ROBI NSON, SWEENEY, THI ELE, TITONE, WEI SENBERG -- read once
and referred to the Commttee on Libraries and Educati on Technol ogy --
reported and referred to the Commttee on Ways and Means -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the public Ilibrary
construction grant program and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 273-a of the education | aw, as anended by chapter
572 of the laws of 2003, subdivision 1 as anended by section 4 of part A
of chapter 57 of the |aws of 2009, is anmended to read as foll ows:

S 273-a. State aid for library construction. 1. State aid shall be
provided for wup to fifty percent of the total project approved costs,
excluding feasibility studies, plans or simlar activities, for projects
for the acquisition OF VACANT LAND AND THE ACQUI SITIQN, construction,
renovation or rehabilitation, including |I|easehold inprovenents, of
bui l dings of public libraries and library systenms chartered by the
regents of the state of New York or established by act of the |egisla-
ture subject to the limtations provided in subdivision [four] FIVE of
this section and upon approval by the comm ssioner, EXCEPT THAT STATE
Al D MAY BE PROVI DED FOR UP TO SEVENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL PROQJECT
APPROVED COSTS FOR BUI LDI NGS OF PUBLI C LI BRARI ES THAT ARE LOCATED I N AN
ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED COMMUNI TY.  Provi ded however that the state

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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liability for aid paid pursuant to this section shall be limted to
funds appropriated for such purpose. Aid shall be provided on approved
expenses incurred during the period commencing July first and ending
June thirtieth for up to three years, or until the project is conpleted,

whi chever occurs first. Fifty percent of such aid shall be payable to
each systemor library upon approval of the application BY THE DEPART-
VENT. Forty percent of such aid shall be payable in the next state
fiscal year. The renmmining ten percent shall be payable upon project
conpl eti on.

2. Each application for state aid shall be submitted by the board of
trustees of the library or library systemresponsible for the operation
of the subject building to the comm ssioner for his review and approval,
after having been reviewed and approved by the governi ng board of t he
public library system of which such library is a nenber. Each applica-
tion shall:

a. denonstrate that resources are or shall be available to provide for
maxi mum utilization of the project if approved;

b. contain verification in such form as nmay be acceptable to the
commi ssioner that the total cost of the project, exclusive of state aid,
has been or will be obtained;

c. denonstrate that |ibrary operations would be made nore econom ca
as a consequence of approval;

d. be limted to one project concerning such building, provided that
no building shall be the subject of nore than one application per year;
[ and]

e. CONTAI N DOCUMENTATI ON, WHERE SUCH AN APPLI CATI ON REQUESTS STATE Al D
IN AN AMOUNT GREATER THAN FI FTY PERCENT, DEMONSTRATI NG HOW THE PROJECT
W LL ADDRESS THE SERVI CE NEEDS OF ONE OR MORE ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED
COVMUNI TI ES. SUCH DOCUMENTATI ON MAY DEMONSTRATE NEED THROUGH POVERTY
RATES, CONCENTRATIONS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS, LOW HI GH SCHOOL
GRADUATI ON RATES, LI M TED FI SCAL CAPACI TY OR OTHER RELEVANT FACTORS; AND

F. provide such other information as nay be required by the commis-
si oner.

3. |IN APPROVI NG ANY APPLI CATI ON THAT WOULD RECEI VE STATE Al D BEYOND
FI FTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL PROQIECT APPROVED COSTS, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF THE LI BRARY SYSTEM SHALL G VE PARTI CULAR ATTENTI ON TO ADDRESSI NG THE
LI BRARY SERVICE NEEDS OF ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED COWUNI TIES AS
PROVI DED FOR | N PARAGRAPH E OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON

4. In approving any application the conm ssioner shall consider the
condition of existing |libraries and, where appropriate, the needs of
i sol ated or econom cally disadvantaged conmunities, provided that no
application shall be approved for a project that is deened by the
commi ssioner to have been conpleted prior to the date of the applica-
tion.

[4.] 5. Aid shall be distributed pursuant to this section as foll ows:

a. sixty percent of the funds appropriated pursuant to this section
shall be made available to libraries within each systemby the conm s-
sioner in such manner as to insure that the ratio of the amount received
within each system to the whole of the aid nade avail abl e pursuant to
this paragraph is no greater than the ratio of the popul ation served by
such systemto the popul ation of the state;

b. forty percent of the funds appropriated pursuant to this section
shall be made available to library systens or |Ilibraries wthin each
system by the conmm ssioner in such manner as to insure that an equa
anmount is received within each systemin the state;
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c. any funds made avail abl e pursuant to paragraph a or b of this
subdivision which by April first of each succeeding fiscal year, are
declined by such libraries or library systens for any reason, or which
cannot otherwise be wused by such |ibraries or library systens for any
reason, shall be nade avail able by the conm ssioner to other eligible
libraries within such system or if no such library can use such funds
shall be reallocated anong the other library systens and their |ibraries
in a manner that will to the extent possible provide fromsuch reall o-
cated funds an equal anmount to each such system

[5.] 6. The conmi ssioner shall adopt rules and regulations as are
necessary to carry out the purposes and provisions of this section.

7. THE COW SSIONER SHALL SUBM T TO THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AN ANNUAL REPORT DESCRI Bl NG THOSE
PRQIECTS THAT HAVE RECEI VED STATE FUNDI NG OF GREATER THAN FI FTY PERCENT
OF PRQJECT COSTS AND THE COVMUNI TI ES TO BE SERVED BY THOSE PRQIECTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a |aw and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed March 31, 2015.



