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STATE OF NEW YORK

10234
I N ASSEMBLY
May 15, 2012

Introduced by M of A SWEENEY -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Environnmental Conservation

AN ACT to require a health inpact assessnment for horizontal gas drilling
and hi gh-vol ume hydraulic fracturing in New York

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The purpose of this legislation is to informthe people of
the state of New York of any and all potential public health inpacts
posed by the extraction of natural gas using horizontal drilling and
hi gh-vol une hydraulic fracturing and to provide an analysis of those
i mpacts. Such analysis and information shall help facilitate infornmed
deci sions regarding actions to be taken with respect to such activities
in the state.

S 2. A school of public health within the state university of New
York shall conduct a conprehensive health inpact assessnment following a
nodel reconmended by the centers for disease control and prevention to
exam ne potential public health inpacts that could be caused by the
extraction of natural gas wusing horizontal drilling and high-vol une
hydraulic fracturing. For the purposes of this act, health inpact
assessment shall mean a conbination of procedures, nethods, and tools by
which a policy, program or project nay be judged as to its potentia
effects on the health of a population, and the distribution of those
effects within the popul ati on.

S 3. Prior to the conmencenent of such assessnment, the school of
public health conducting such assessnent shall prepare a scoping docu-

ment that will establish the paraneters of the health inpact assessnent.
The scoping docunent shall include the analyses contained in this act,
as well as any other potential analyses to be conducted, and shall be

subject to public review, comrent and revision.

S 4. Such health inpact assessnent of the extraction of natural gas
usi ng horizontal drilling and high-volume hydraulic fracturing shal
include, at a mninum the foll ow ng anal yses:

(a) Identification and assessnment of the nagnitude, nature and extent
of potential |ocalized and statewi de health inpacts wutilizing nultiple
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nmet hods and information derived from a conbination of public health
tools including risk assessnment, scientific literature, and popul ation
anal ysi s;

(b) I dentification and assessnent of disparate conmunity-Ievel
i npact s;

(c) Estimated costs of any health inpacts to the state, |ocal govern-
ments, health insurers, enployers and the state's public and private
health care systens as a whol e;

(d) Recommendations for any mtigation of potential health inpacts and
t he met hods and evi dence used to arrive at such reconmendations; and

(e) Along-termplan for nonitoring, evaluating, tracking and mtigat-
ing potential health inpacts.

S 5. Adraft of such health inpact assessnment shall be released for
public review and conment. The school of public health conducting such
assessment shall conduct a mininmum of two public hearings regarding the
findings of the draft health inpact assessnment and all ow at | east one
hundred ei ghty days for the public to submt comrents. Upon the closing
of the public conment period, such school of public health shall cate-
gorize, review and respond to all public coments. If substantive chang-
es to the health inpact assessnment are nade as a result of public
comments, such school of public health shall issue a revised draft. Such
revised draft shall simlarly be subject to public conment and review,
in conpliance with the paraneters set out for the initial draft.

S 6. After responding to all public coments as required by section
five of this act, and upon conpletion of the health inpact assessnent,
such school of public health shall submt the conpleted health inpact
assessment to the New York state departnment of health. The departnment of
heal th shall nmake such health inpact assessnment available to the public
and deliver copies to the legislature and the governor for review

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately.



