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STATE OF NEW YORK

7808
I N SENATE
June 20, 2012

Introduced by Sen. OPPENHEIMER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be commtted to the Cormittee on Rul es

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the duties of school
di stricts concerning the services provided to deaf and hard of hearing
children in the area of |anguage and nodes of comrunication

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 4402 of the education lawis anended by adding a
new subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. A AS USED IN TH'S SUBD VISION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERW SE
REQUI RES, " COVMUNI CATI ON MODE OR LANGUAGE' MEANS ONE OR MORE OF THE
FOLLON NG LANGUAGES OR METHODS OF COVMUNI CATI ON APPLI CABLE TO DEAF AND
HARD OF HEARI NG CHI LDREN:

(1) AMERI CAN SI GN LANGUAGE;

(2) CUED SPEECH

(3) ORAL, AURAL, SPEECH BASED TRAI NI NG OR SPOKEN ENGLI SH; AND

(4) A COVBI NATI ON OF DI FFERENT COMMUNI CATI ON MODES.

B. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW THE COVWM SSIONER 1S
AUTHORI ZED AND EMPONERED TO ENACT REGULATIONS CONCERNING WHAT THE
COW TTEE, OR VWHEN APPLI CABLE THE SUBCOW TTEE, ON SPECI AL EDUCATI ON
SHALL CONSIDER IN TERMS OF THE CH LD S SPECI FI C LANGUAGE AND COVMUNI -
CATI ON NEEDS.

C. THE COWM TTEE, OR WHEN APPLI CABLE, THE SUBCOW TTEE, ON SPECI AL
EDUCATI ON SHALL CONSI DER THE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG CHI LD S SPECI FI C
LANGUAGE AND COVMUNI CATI ON NEEDS AND ADDRESS THOSE NEEDS AS APPROPRI ATE
IN THE CHI LD S | NDI VI DUAL EDUCATI ON PROGRAM | N CONSI DERI NG THE CHI LD S
NEEDS, THE COWM TTEE, OR WHEN APPLICABLE, THE SUBCOW TTEE, SHALL
EXPRESSLY CONSI DER THE FOLLOW NG

(1) THE CHI LD S | NDI VI DUAL COVMUNI CATI ON MODE OR LANGUAGE;

(2) THE AVAILABILITY TO THE CH LD OF A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF AGE,
COGNI TI VE, AND LANGUAGE PEERS OF SI M LAR ABI LI TIES;

(3) THE AVAI LABILITY TO THE CH LD OF DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG ADULT
MODELS OF THE CHI LD S COVMMUNI CATI ON MODE OR LANGUAGE;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(4) THE PROVI SI ON OF APPROPRI ATE, DI RECT, AND ONGO NG LANGUAGE ACCESS
TO TEACHERS OF THE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARI NG AND | NTERPRETERS AND OTHER
SUCH SPECI ALI STS WHO ARE PROFI CI ENT I N THE CHI LD S PRI MARY COMMUNI CATI ON
MODE OR LANGUAGE; AND

(5 THE PROVISION OF COVMUNI CATI ON- ACCESSI BLE ACADEM C | NSTRUCTI ON,
SCHOOL SERVI CES, AND EXTRACURRI CULAR ACTI VI Tl ES.

D. NOTH NG IN TH' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL PRECLUDE | NSTRUCTI ON I N MORE THAN
ONE COVMUNI CATI ON MODE OR LANGUAGE FOR ANY PARTI CULAR CHI LD. ANY CHILD
FOR WHOM | NSTRUCTI ON I N A PARTI CULAR COVMUNI CATI ON MODE OR LANGUAGE | S
DETERM NED TO BE BENEFI Cl AL SHALL RECElI VE SUCH | NSTRUCTION AS PART OF
THE CHI LD S | NDI VI DUAL EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM

E. NOTHING IN TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL ABROGATE PARENTAL CHO CE AMONG
PUBLI C EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY LAW

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw



