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STATE OF NEW YORK

7677
I N SENATE
June 13, 2012

Introduced by Sens. GRISANTI, MARTINS, ZELDIN -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to requiring enployers to
provi de energency escape systens to firefighters

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph c of subdivision 4 of section 27-a of the |abor
law, as anended by chapter 433 of the |aws of 2007, is anended to read
as foll ows:

c. Except for an enployer located in a city with a popul ation of over
one mnillion, any enployer who enploys a firefighter DETERM NED TO BE AT
Rl SK OF ENTRAPVENT AT ELEVATI ONS PURSUANT TO REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY
THE COWM SSI ONER, shall provide [safety ropes and system conponents]
EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMS for use by such firefighter. The comm ssioner
shall by rule [adopt] |[IDENTIFY the codes, standards and reconmrended
practices [pronul gated by the nost recent edition] of THE National Fire
Protection Association [1983, Standard on Fire Service Life Safety Rope
and System Conponents, and] AND OTHER APPROPRI ATE STANDARDS APPROVED BY
THE COWMM SSIONER as are appropriate to the nature of the risk to which
the firefighter shall be exposed AND SHALL, AT A MN MMM [INCLUDE IN
SUCH RULE LANGUAGE REQUI RING EMPLOYERS TO (1) |DENTIFY WHETHER FI RE-
FI GHTERS EMPLOYED BY THEM WOULD BE EXPOSED TO THE HAZARD OF ENTRAPMENT
AT ELEVATED SURFACES; (2) |IDENTIFY THOSE FIREFI GHTERS WHO WOULD BE
EXPOSED TO THE HAZARD, AND (3) DETERM NE THE APPROPRI ATE EMERGENCY
ESCAPE SYSTEMS TO ADDRESS THE HAZARD. Such [safety ropes and system
conmponent s] EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMS shall be adequate to protect the
health and safety of the firefighter. The enployer shall ensure that the
firefighter is instructed in the proper use of the [safety ropes and
syst em conponent s] EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMS. AS USED IN THI'S SUBDI VI -
SI ON, THE TERM " ENTRAPVENT AT ELEVATI ONS" SHALL MEAN A SI TUATI ON WHERE A
FI RE OR OTHER EMERGENCY CONDI TI ONS REQUI RE A FI REFI GHTER | NSI DE A STRUC-
TURE TO | MVEDI ATELY EXIT THE STRUCTURE BUT WHERE SUCH CONDI TI ONS MAKE
THE NORVAL ROUTE OF EXI T UNUSABLE, THEREBY REQUI RI NG THE FI REFI GHTER TO
EXIT THE STRUCTURE FROM AN OPENI NG THAT IS NOT DESI GNED AS AN EXI T AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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| S ABOVE THE GROUND FLOOR OR AT AN ELEVATION ABOVE THE SURROUNDI NG
TERRAIN THAT WOULD REASONABLY BE EXPECTED TO CAUSE | NJURY TO A Fl RE-
FI GHTER EXI TI NG BY MEANS OF THI S OPENI NG W THOUT ANY EMERGENCY ESCAPE
SYSTEMS. AS USED IN THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE TERM " EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEM'
SHALL MEAN SAFETY ROPES AND SYSTEM COVPONENTS AND ANY OTHER SYSTEM THAT
(1) I'S COWLI ANT WTH THE CODES, STANDARDS AND RECOMMENDED PRACTI CES OF
THE NATI ONAL FI RE PROTECTI ON ASSOCI ATI ON OR OTHER APPROPRI ATE STANDARD
| DENTI FI ED BY THE COWM SSI ONER THROUGH REGULATI ON, AS A MEANS OF EMER-
GENCY SELF-RESCUE FROM AN ABOVE GRADE, | MVEDI ATELY HAZARDOUS ENVI RON-
MENT, (2) HAS BEEN CERTI FI ED BY A NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED SAFETY TESTI NG
AND CERTI FI CATI ON ORGANI ZATI ON, AND (3) THE COWM SSI ONER HAS RECOGNI ZED
THROUGH REGULATI ON.

In order to ensure the adequacy of the [safety ropes and system conpo-
nent s] EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMS, the enpl oyer nust routinely inspect and
ensure that:

(1) Existing [safety ropes and system conponents] EMERGENCY ESCAPE
SYSTEMS neet the codes, standards and recommended practices adopted by
t he commi ssi oner.

(2) Existing [safety ropes and system conponents] EMERGENCY ESCAPE
SYSTEMS still performtheir function and to identify any of their lim-
tations such as but not limted to:

(i) Checking the | abels or stanps on the equi pnent; and

(ii) Checking any docunentation or equi pnent specifications; and

(ii1) Contacting the supplier or the approval agency;

(3) Firefighters are infornmed of the Iimtations of [any safety ropes
and system conmponents] EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMS;

(4) Firefighters are not allowed or required to use any [safety ropes
or system conponents] EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMS beyond their |imtations;

(5) Existing and new [safety ropes and system conponents] EMERGENCY
ESCAPE SYSTEMS have no visible defects that limt their safe use;

(6) [Safety ropes and system conponents] EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMS are
used, cleaned, nmmintained and stored according to manuf acturer's
i nstructions;

(7) The firefighter is instructed in identifying to the enpl oyer any
defects that the firefighter may find in [safety ropes and system conpo-
nent s] EMERGENCY ESCAPE SYSTEMSs; and

(8) Any identified defects are corrected or immediate action is taken
by the enployer to elimnate the use of this equipnent.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



