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STATE OF NEW YORK

7596
I N SENATE
June 6, 2012

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to information and
counseling on appropriate treatnent options

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2997-c of the public health | aw, as added by chap-
ter 331 of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 2997-c. Palliative care patient information. 1. Definitions. As used
in this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs,
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se:

(a) "Appropriate" neans consistent with applicable legal, health and
prof essional standards; the patient's clinical and other circunstances;
and the patient's reasonably known w shes and beli efs.

(b) "Attending health care practitioner” means a physician or nurse
practitioner who has primary responsibility for the care and treat nent
of the patient. Where nore than one physician or nurse practitioner
share that responsibility, each of them has responsibility under this
section, unless they agree to assign that responsibility to one of them

(c) "Palliative care" neans health care treatnment, including interdis-
ciplinary end-of-life care, and consultation with patients and famly
menbers, to prevent or relieve pain and suffering and to enhance the
patient's quality of life, including hospice care under article forty of
this chapter

(d) "Termnal illness or condition" mneans an illness or condition
which can reasonably be expected to cause death within six nonths,
whet her or not treatnment is provided.

2. If a patient is diagnosed with a termnal illness or condition, the
patient's attending health care practitioner shall offer to provide the
patient wth:

(A) information and counseling regarding palliative care and end- of -
life options appropriate to the patient, including but not limted to:
the range of options appropriate to the patient; the prognosis, risks
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and benefits of the various options; and the patient's legal rights to
conpr ehensi ve pain and synptom nmanagenent at the end of life, AND

(B) | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG OTHER APPROPRI ATE TREATMENT OPTI ONS SHOULD
THE PATI ENT W SH TO | NI TI ATE OR CONTI NUE TREATMENT. The information and
counseling may be provided orally or in witing. Were the patient |acks
capacity to reasonably understand and nake informed choices relating to
palliative care, the attending health care practitioner shall provide
i nformati on and counseling under this section to a person with authority
to make health care decisions for the patient. The attending health care
practitioner may arrange for information and counseling under this
section to be provided by another professionally qualified individual.

3. Were the attending health care practitioner is not willing OR DOES
NOT FEEL QUALIFIED to provide the patient with information and coun-
seling under this section, he or she shall arrange for another physician
or nurse practitioner to do so, or shall refer or transfer the patient
to anot her physician or nurse practitioner willing to do so.

S 2. This act shall take effect one hundred eighty days after it shall
have becone a | aw



