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STATE OF NEW YORK

7175
| N SENATE
May 1, 2012

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the profession of
occupati onal therapy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 7905 of the education law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (c) to read as foll ows:

(© AN OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT WHO HAS GRADUATED FROM AN
ACCREDI TED OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT CURRI CULUM W TH AN ASSOCI ATE' S
DEGREE SATI SFACTORY TO THE BOARD OF OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY AND I N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH THE COW SSI ONER' S REGULATI ONS

S 2. The opening paragraph of subdivision 2 of section 7905 of the
education | aw, as anended by chapter 460 of the |laws of 2011, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

Alimted permttee shall be authorized to practice occupational ther-
apy, ORIN THE CASE OF A LIMTED PERM T | SSUED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (C)
OF SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI O\, PRACTI CE UNDER THE EXEMPTI ON ESTAB-
LI SHED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF SECTI ON SEVENTY- NI NE HUNDRED SI X
OF THI'S ARTI CLE, only under the direct supervision of a |licensed occupa-
tional therapist or a licensed physician and shall practice only in a
public, voluntary, or proprietary hospital, health care agency or in a
preschool or an elenentary or secondary school for the purpose of
provi di ng occupational therapy as a related service for a handi capped
chi I d.

S 3. Subdivision 4 of section 7906 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 460 of the laws of 2011, is amended to read as foll ows:

(4) An occupational therapy assistant student fromengaging in clin-
ical practice under the [direct] DI RECTI ON AND supervision of an occupa-
tional therapist OR AN OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY ASSI STANT WHO HAS OBTAI NED
AUTHORI ZATI ON  PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI S SECTI ON, AND WHO | S
UNDER THE SUPERVI SI ON OF AN OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPI ST, as part of an
accredited occupational therapy assistant program as defined by the
commi ssioner and in accordance wth the commissioner's regulations.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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[ Notwi thstanding anything to the contrary in this section, an occupa-
tional therapy assistant student shall be permtted to work wth an
occupational therapy assistant, who has obtai ned authorization pursuant
to subdivision seven of this section, under the direct supervision of an
occupational therapist.]

S 4. Severability clause. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part contained in any part of this act shall be
adj udged by any court of conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such
judgnment shall not affect, inpair, or invalidate the remainder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, para-
graph, subdivision, section or part thereof directly involved in the
controversy in which such judgnment shall have been rendered. It is here-
by declared to be the intent of the legislature that this act would have
been enacted even if such invalid provisions had not been included here-
in.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided, however, the comm ssioner of education and
the board of regents are authorized, prior to such effective date, to
promul gate such rules and regul ations as may be necessary for the tinely
i npl enentation of this act.



