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STATE OF NEW YORK

6640
I N SENATE
March 7, 2012

Introduced by Sens. DeFRANCISCO CARLUCCI -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Committee on Veter-
ans, Honeland Security and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to enacting the "Veterans
Mental Heal th and Chem cal Dependency Act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature recognizes
that throughout their service, many of the mlitary personnel from New
York state experienced traunma during active duty, especially in Iraq and
Af ghani st an, placing many of themin high risk categories for triggering
substance abuse or nental health issues. Mire often than not, nental
i1l ness and substance abuse present thenselves sinultaneously or as a
co-occurring disorder. The consequences of co-occurring disorders,
particularly when untreated or poorly treated, are severe. These disor-
ders increase the cost of healthcare due to the frequent use of inpa-
tient treatnent, the inability to adhere to such treatnment, the risk of
suicide, crinme victimzation, honel essness, and incarceration.

The legislature further finds that the unenploynent rate and fierce
conpetition for a sparse selection of jobs contribute to the tough
obstacl e that conbat veterans face as they nmake the transition hone from
war .

The legislature further finds that New York state has recognized its
responsi bility for care for our veterans and their fanmlies, offering an
array of econonic and health benefits. Now we are called to ensure that
the returning conbat veterans can obtain the benefits that they are
entitled to from the various state agencies which offer help to the
returni ng servicenen and wonen to nmke the transition from mnilitary
personnel to veteran.

S 2. Short title. This act shall be known as the "Veterans Mental
Heal t h and Chem cal Dependency Act".

S 3. Section 352 of the executive law is anended by adding two new
subdivisions 6 and 7 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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6. THE COW SSI ON SHALL DEVELOP AND UPDATE, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE
OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH, THE OFFI CE OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
SERVI CES, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, A NEW YORK STATE
| NTERAGENCY PLAN TO | MPROVE OUTREACH, ASSESSMENT, AND CARE FOR VETERANS
AND THEI R FAM LI ES WHO ARE EXPERI ENCI NG MENTAL HEALTH, MAJOR DEPRESSI ON
AND/ OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROBLEMS. THE PLAN WOULD ADDRESS THE NEED FOR A
RANGE OF ADDI TI ONAL SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TGO

A.  THE NEED FOR HOUSI NG THAT | S ACCESSI BLE TO VETERANS W TH PHYSI CAL
AND/ OR MENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES;

B. SU Cl DE PREVENTI ON,

C. SERVI CES THAT ADDRESS THE SPECI AL NEEDS OF FEMALE SERVI CE MEMBERS
OR VETERANS;

D. SERVICES THAT ADDRESS THE SPECI AL NEEDS OF PHYSI CALLY DI SABLED
VETERANS;

E. PEER OUTREACH AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS;

F. SERVI CES TO MEET THE EMOTI ONAL NEEDS OF CHI LDREN, SPOUSE, AND OR
DOVESTI C PARTNER OF SERVI CE MEMBERS OR VETERANS;

G SERVI CES AND CONSULTATI ON FOR VETERANS | N SEARCH OF EMPLOYMENT; AND

H. ACCESSI Bl LI TY AND COORDI NATI ON OF | NFORNMATI ON.

7. THE COW SSION SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE DI RECTOR EACH YEAR
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON. SUCH REPORT SHALL
| NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO, A DESCRI PTION OF THE COW SSI ON' S ACTI V-
| TIES CONCERNI NG THE NEW YORK STATE | NTERAGENCY PLAN. THE DI RECTOR SHALL
SUBMT SUCH REPORT OR A SYNOPSIS OF SUCH REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AS
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- THREE OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, however, the first New York state interagency plan as
descri bed in subdivision 6 of section 352 of the executive |law, as added
by section three of this act, shall be conpleted not |ater than one year
after such effective date.



