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STATE OF NEW YORK

5857
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 24, 2011

I ntroduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of the Governor) -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be cormitted to the
Conmittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the donestic relations law, in relation to the ability
to marry; and to anend a chapter of the |aws of 2011, anending the
domestic relations lawrelating to the ability to marry, as proposed
in legislative bill nunber A 8354, in relation to the statutory
construction of such chapter; and repealing certain provisions of the
donmestic relations law relating to parties to a marri age

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 10-b of the domestic relations |law, as added by a
chapter of the |aws of 2011, anending the donestic relations |aw rel at-
ing to the ability to marry, as proposed in legislative bill nunber A
8354, is REPEALED and a new section 10-b is added to read as foll ows:

S 10-B. RELIG QUS EXCEPTION 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY STATE, LOCAL OR
MUNI Cl PAL LAW RULE, REGULATI ON, ORDI NANCE, OR OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO
THE CONTRARY, A RELI J QUS ENTITY AS DEFI NED UNDER THE EDUCATI ON LAW OR
SECTI ON TWD OF THE RELI G QUS CORPCRATI ONS LAW OR A CORPORATI ON | NCORPO
RATED UNDER THE BENEVOLENT ORDERS LAW OR DESCRI BED | N THE BENEVOLENT
ORDERS LAW BUT FORMED UNDER ANY OTHER LAW OF THIS STATE, OR A
NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON  OPERATED, SUPERVI SED, OR CONTROLLED BY A
RELI G QUS CORPORATI ON, OR ANY EMPLOYEE THERECF, BElI NG MANAGED, DI RECTED,
OR SUPERVI SED BY OR | N CONJUNCTI ON WTH A RELI G QUS CORPORATI ON, BENEVO
LENT ORDER, OR A NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON AS DESCRIBED IN TH'S SUBDI -
VISION, SHALL NOT BE REQU RED TO PROVIDE SERVI CES, ACCOVMODATI ONS,
ADVANTAGES, FACILITIES, GOODS, OR PRI VILEGES FOR THE SOLEMNI ZATION OR
CELEBRATION OF A MARRI AGE. ANY SUCH REFUSAL TO PROVI DE SERVI CES, ACCOM
MODATI ONS, ADVANTAGES, FACILITIES, GOODS, OR PRIVILEGES SHALL NOT CREATE
ANY CIVIL CLAIM OR CAUSE OF ACTION OR RESULT IN ANY STATE OR LOCAL
GOVERNMVENT ACTION TO PENALIZE, WTHHOLD BENEFITS, OR Dl SCRI M NATE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AGAI NST SUCH RELI G OQUS CORPORATI ON, BENEVOLENT ORDER, A NOT-FOR-PROFIT
CORPORATI ON  OPERATED, SUPERVI SED, OR CONTROLLED BY A RELI G QUS CORPO
RATI ON, OR ANY EMPLOYEE THEREOF BEI NG MANAGED, DI RECTED, OR SUPERVI SED
BY OR IN CONJUNCTI ON W TH A RELI G OUS CORPORATI ON, BENEVOLENT ORDER, OR
A NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY STATE, LOCAL OR MUNI Cl PAL LAW OR RULE, REGJ
LATI ON, ORDI NANCE, OR OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, NOTHI NG I N
THI'S ARTICLE SHALL LIMT OR DIM NI SH THE RI GHT, PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
ELEVEN OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED NI NETY-SI X OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW OF ANY
RELI G OQUS OR DENOM NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON OR ORGANI ZATI ON, OR ANY ORGAN-
| ZATI ON OPERATED FOR CHARI TABLE OR EDUCATI ONAL PURPCSES, WHICH | S OPER-
ATED, SUPERVISED OR CONTROLLED BY OR IN CONNECTION WTH A RELI d QUS
ORGANI ZATION, TO LIM T EMPLOYMENT OR SALES OR RENTAL OF HOUSI NG ACCOVWD
DATI ONS OR ADM SSI ON TO OR G VE PREFERENCE TO PERSONS OF THE SAME RELI -
G ON OR DENOM NATI ON OR FROM TAKI NG SUCH ACTI ON AS | S CALCULATED BY SUCH
ORGANI ZATION TO PROMOTE THE RELI G QUS PRI NCI PLES FOR WHICH I T | S ESTAB-
LI SHED OR MAI NTAI NED.

3. NOTHING IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEEMED OR CONSTRUED TO LIMT THE
PROTECTI ONS AND EXEMPTI ONS OTHERW SE PROVI DED TO RELI G QUS ORGANI ZATI ONS
UNDER SECTI ON THREE OF ARTI CLE ONE OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK.

S 2. Subdivision 1-a of section 11 of the donmestic relations law, as
added by a chapter of the |aws of 2011, anendi ng the donestic relations
law relating to the ability to marry, as proposed in legislative bill
nunber A. 8354, is amended to read as foll ows:

l-a. Arefusal by a clergyman or nminister as defined in section two of
the religious corporations |law, or Society for Ethical Culture | eader to
solemize any nmarriage under this subdivision shall not create a civil
claimor cause of action OR RESULT IN ANY STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ACTI ON TO PENALI ZE, W THHOLD BENEFI TS OR DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST SUCH CLER-
GYMAN OR M NI STER

S 3. A chapter of the laws of 2011, anendi ng the donestic relations
law relating to the ability to marry, as proposed in legislative bill
nunber A. 8354, is anmended by adding a new section 5-a to read as
fol | ows:

S 5-A THIS ACT IS TO BE CONSTRUED AS A WHOLE, AND ALL PARTS OF I T ARE
TO BE READ AND CONSTRUED TOGETHER. | F ANY PART OF THIS ACT SHALL BE
ADJUDGED BY ANY COURT OF COVWPETENT JURISDI CTION TO BE | NVALID, THE
REMAI NDER OF THI S ACT SHALL BE | NVALI DATED. NOTHI NG HEREIN SHALL BE
CONSTRUED TO AFFECT THE PARTIES RI GHT TO APPEAL THE MATTER

S 4. This act shall take effect on the sanme date as such chapter of
the laws of 2011, takes effect.



