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I N SENATE
June 10, 2011

Introduced by Sen. GRIFFO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to authorizing
the electronic appearance of a defendant statew de and renoving the
requi renent that the defendant consent thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 182.20 of the crimna
procedure | aw, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 332 of the I|aws of
2009 and subdivision 2 as added by chapter 689 of the Iaws of 1993, are
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of |aw and except as provided
in section 182.30 of this article, the court, in its discretion, my
di spense with the personal appearance of the defendant, except an
appearance at a hearing or trial, and conduct an el ectroni c appearance
in connection with a crimnal action [pending in Al bany, Bronx, Broone,
Erie, Kings, New York, N agara, Oneida, Onondaga, Ontario, O ange,
Put nam Queens, Richnond, St. Lawence, Tonpkins, Chautauqua, Cattarau-
gus, Cinton, Essex, Montgonmery, Rensselaer, Wrren, Wstchester,
Suf fol k, Herkinmer or Franklin county], provided that the chief admnis-
trator of the <courts has authorized the use of electronic appearance
[and the defendant, after consultation with counsel, consents on the
record. Such consent shall be required at the commencenent of each el ec-
troni c appearance to such el ectroni c appearance].

2. If, for any reason, the court determnes on its own notion or [on
the notion of any party that the conduct of an el ectronic appearance nay
inmpair the legal rights of the defendant, it shall not permt the elec-
tronic appearance to proceed. If, for any other articul ated reason],
either party requests at any time during the el ectronic appearance that
such appearance be termi nated, the court [shall] MAY grant such request
and adjourn the proceeding to a date certain. Upon the adjourned date
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the proceeding shall be recomenced fromthe point at which the request
for termination of the electronic appearance had been granted.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a |aw, provided that
the anendnents to section 182.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw, nade by
section one of this act, shall not affect the repeal of such section and
shall be deened repeal ed therewth.



