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STATE OF NEW YORK

5207
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 3, 2011

Introduced by Sen. NOZZOLIO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Par ks and Recreation

AN ACT to authorize and direct the comm ssioners of health and environ-
mental conservation to study and develop a long-termstrategy to
encourage and pronote outdoor environmental education and recreationa
opportunities in New York state

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The | egislature recognizes that in
the | ast two decades, chil dhood has noved i ndoors. The average Anerican
boy or girl spends just four to seven m nutes each day in unstructured
out door play, and nore than seven hours each day in front of an elec-
tronic screen. The decline in the appreciation and preval ence of outdoor
recreation opportunities profoundly inpacts the wellness of our state's
yout h. The correl ati on between increasing childhood obesity rates and
the decline in outdoor recreation is undeniable.

Additionally, the legislature recognizes that visual and physica
access to basic types of open space is vital for everyone, and partic-
ularly valuable to children growing up in "urban hardscapes"”, or areas
where access to nature is limted.

The legislature further finds that the devel opnment of policies that
foster stewardship of the environnent and recognition of the health
benefits of tinme spent in nature are essential to the residents of New
York state. The Ilegislature concludes that this can best be accom
plished by the creation of a study on outdoor environnental education
and recreation.

S 2. The comm ssioners of health and environnmental conservation are
her eby aut horized and directed to study and devel op a | ong-term strategy
for integrating an aggressive outdoor environmental education and recre-
ation plan for children that focuses on creating, devel oping and retain-
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ing opportunities for outdoor play and learning in New York state. Such
strategy shall be based on an analysis of the overall health of our
youth including the rise in childhood obesity rates, econom c trends and
their inpact on access to outdoor spaces as well as all other factors
necessary to develop a state-|evel blueprint for outdoor education and
recreating. Such strategy shall be devel oped in consultation with health
and environnental conservation advisory bodies created or authorized by
statute and such other organi zations or persons as the conmm ssioners
shall deem appropriate. Wthin one year of the effective date of this
act, the conmm ssioners shall submt a report of their findings and
recommendati ons, including proposed legislation, if any, to the governor
and the | egislature.
S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



