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STATE OF NEW YORK

4955
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 2, 2011

Introduced by Sen. BALL -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to creating a food
security, enmpowernent and econom ¢ devel opnment program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds there is a need
for community econonm c devel opnent to i nprove the food systemin areas
where there is an inadequate food supply and many residents who rely on
fluctuating governnent and private food assistance. There is a need to
devel op food resources and businesses in these conmunities that provide
hi gher quality, nore accessible food. The legislature also finds that
| ocal farners and food producers can and should benefit from these
efforts.

The legislature further finds that as the federal governnent and New
York state attenpt to reduce dependency on governnent, there is a need
to support famlies |eaving public assistance for work. One approach to
i ncreasi ng work opportunities and addressing the food needs in these
communities is through the devel opnent of "conmunity food security”,
whi ch is defined as peopl e successfully obtaining an acceptable, nutri-
tious diet using |ocal non-energency sources.

Community food security projects are designed to neet the food needs
of low incone people, increase the self-reliance of comunities in
providing for their own food needs, and pronote conprehensive responses
to local food, farmand nutrition issues. For exanple, these projects
provide training in urban gardening and sales, assist entrepreneurs
starting mcro-enterprises, support farmers' nmarkets in distressed
nei ghbor hoods and provide food-based educational opportunities for
school s.

The | egi sl ature supports the goals of self-reliance, comunity-based
econoni ¢ devel oprment, profitable Iocal agriculture, inproved nutrition
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and helping famlies and individuals help thenselves. Therefore, the
| egi slature finds that the creation of a cormunity food security program
for New York state will benefit struggling working famlies and their
communities, provide new narkets for famly farners, create food-based
j obs and small busi nesses, and ensure healthier citizens and neighbor-
hoods.

S 2. The public health law is anmended by adding a new article 27-FF to
read as follows:

ARTI CLE 27- FF

COVWWUNI TY FOOD SECURI TY,
EMPONERVENT AND
ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
SECTI ON 2790. COVMMUNI TY FOOD SECURI TY, EMPOMNERMENT AND ECONOM C DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAM

2791. GRANTS TO ORGANI ZATI ONS.
2792. ADVI SORY COUNCI L.

S 2790. COVWUNI TY FOOD SECURI TY, EMPOAERMENT AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM  THE COVMUNI TY FOOD SECURI TY, EMPONERMENT AND ECONOM C DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAM | S ESTABLI SHED W THIN THE DEPARTMENT. SUCH PROGRAM IS
ESTABLI SHED TO SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF COWUNTY FOOD PRQIECTS
DESI GNED TO MEET THE FOOD NEEDS OF LOWINCOVE PEOPLE, |NCREASE THE
SELF- RELI ANCE OF COVMUNI TIES I N PROVI DI NG FOR THEI R OAN FOOD NEEDS AND
PROMOTE COVPREHENSI VE RESPONSES TO LOCAL FOOD, FARM AND NUTRI TI ON
| SSUES. THESE PRQIECTS WLL ATTEMPT TO | NCREASE THE AVAI LABI LI TY, IN
THE TARGETED COVMUNI TI ES, OF CULTURALLY ACCEPTABLE, AFFORDABLE, NUTRI-
TI ONALLY ADEQUATE FOOD, FROM LOCAL SOURCES WHENEVER PGCSSI BLE; DEVELOP
LI NKAGES BETWEEN LOCAL FARMERS AND COMMUNI TI ES SERVED BY THE PRQIECT;
SUPPORT JOB DEVELOPMENT AND JOB TRAINI NG | NCLUDI NG WORK EXPERI ENCE
REQUI RED BY WELFARE REFORM SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF ENTREPRENEURI AL
ENTERPRI SES; PROMOTE GOOD NUTRI TI ON; ENCOURAGE LONG TERM PLANNI NG AND
MULTI - AGENCY | N\VOLVEMENT | N THE PRQJECT; AND, |NCLUDE COWMUNITY RESI -
DENTS | N DECI SI O\ MAKI NG.

S 2791. GRANTS TO ORGAN ZATI ONS. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL MAKE GRANTS
FOR PROGRAM PRQIECTS, SUBJECT TO THE AVAI LABILITY OF FUNDING TO COVMJ-
NI TY-BASED NONPROFI T ORGANI ZATI ONS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. | N ORDER TO
MEET THE GOALS OF THE PROGRAM APPLI CANTS MAY CREATE PARTNERSH PS W TH
OTHER ENTITIES, |INCLUDING LIMTED PARTICIPATION BY FOR- PROFI T ENTER-
PRI SES.

PREFERENCE FOR THESE GRANTS SHALL BE Gd VEN TO PRQIECTS LOCATED IN
COWUNI TIES W TH A SI GNI FI CANT PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATI ON PARTI Cl PAT-
I NG | N GOVERNMENT AND PRI VATE FOOD ASSI STANCE PROGRANMES.

PRQJIECTS FUNDED BY THESE GRANTS SHALL BE DESI GNED TO BECOVE SELF- SUS-
TAI NI NG NOT DEPENDENT ON CONTI NUAL GRANTS FROM THI S PROGRAM

S 2792. ADVI SORY COUNCI L. AN ADVI SORY COUNCI L SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED TO
ASS|I ST THE COW SSI ONER | N THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GRANT PROGRAM AND I N
REVI EW NG APPLI CATI ONS FOR SUCH GRANTS. THE COUNCI L SHALL BE COVWPOSED OF
TWELVE MEMBERS W TH EXPERTI SE | N COVWUNI TY FOOD SECURI TY. SI X MEMBERS
SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY
THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, TWD MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY
THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NOR-
| TY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NOR-
| TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THESE MEMBERS SHALL SERVE AT THE WLL OF THE
APPO NTI NG AUTHORI TY. THE COW SSI ONERS OF THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND
DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE, AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT
OR THEI R DESI GNEES SHALL ALSO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



