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STATE OF NEW YORK

4940
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 2, 2011

Introduced by Sen. YOUNG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to enactnment of the juvenile
justice community facility violence prevention act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "juvenile
justice community facility violence prevention act".

S 2. Legislative findings. According to Child Wl fare Watch, a project
for the New School for Managenment and Urban Policy, "Famly Court Judges
are sending nore juvenile delingquents to non-profit run residentia
treatment centers, with 813 such adm ssions in 2008, up from 539 in
2001." The shift to less secure, privately run residential programs
rai ses safety concerns for youth placed in the facilities, visitors,
staff, and the commnity surrounding the centers. As docunented in the
Assenbly Subcommittee on Workplace Safety's report, "Wrkplace Safety in
the New York State Juvenile Justice System™ in June 2009, conmmunity
resi dence worker Renee Greco was nurdered by a youth placed in a private
residential center by the Ofice of Children and Fam |y Services (OCFS)
in Lockport, New York and in January 2009 police officer Anthony D Pon-
zio was shot in the head by a youth who went AWOL from private residen-
tial comunity placenment in Rochester, New YorKk.

Currently, one-third of youth sent to community based progranms are
subsequently redirected to OCFS residential facilities, as determ ned by
OCFS, either because they prove to be too dangerous for private facili-
ties to handl e or because private facilities do not have the tools to
rehabilitate youth.

| mpl emrenting violence prevention prograns in privately run juvenile
justice facilities would greatly benefit the community both inside and
outside the facilities. These prograns would allow facility managenent
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to identify risks of violence and undertake the nmeans to abate those
risks.

S 3. Paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section 27-b of the |abor |aw, as
added by chapter 82 of the |aws of 2006, is anended to read as foll ows:

a. "Enployer"” neans: (1) the state; (2) a political subdivision of the
state, provided, however that this subdivision shall not nean any
enpl oyer as defined in section twenty-eight hundred one-a of the educa-
tion law, [and] (3) a public authority, a public benefit corporation, or
any other governnental agency or instrunentality thereof; AND (4) AN
AUTHORI ZED AGENCY AS DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPH (A) OF SUBDIVISION TEN OF
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-ONE OF THE SOCIAL SERVICES LAW THAT
ACCEPTS CHI LDREN ADJUDI CATED DELI NQUENT UNDER ARTI CLE THREE OF THE FAM -
LY COURT ACT.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



