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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 25, 2011

Introduced by Sen. McDONALD -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to a veteran speaker
education programw thin the division of veterans' affairs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |I|egislature hereby
finds that the defining nonents of our nation's history canme in wartine,
especially during the great conflicts of the twentieth century. The
| egi slature further maintains that it is inperative that all of society,
and particularly young people, be aware of the contributions of those
who participated in these conflicts as nenbers of the armed forces.

These nmen and wonen established a remarkable record of service and
sacrifice. They were ordinary nen and wonen who did extraordi nary things
to preserve and protect our nation and its cherished freedons. Their
personal accounts, which constitute a valuable historical record, are in
danger of being lost forever as these individuals pass away. The | egis-
| ature, therefore, has determned that it is necessary and appropriate
to take steps to help encourage greater know edge and appreciation of
veterans, particularly in our schools.

In this regard, many states have al ready enacted school - based prograns
honoring those who served in the mlitary. The | egislature now finds
and declares that New York shoul d make avail able to students, teachers
and adm nistrators in public and private schools a new resource that
will encourage greater understanding and appreciation of the contrib-
ution of veterans.

S 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 353-a to
read as foll ows:

S 353-A VETERAN SPEAKER EDUCATI ON PROGRAM 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTAB-
LI SHED W THIN THE DI VI SI ON A VETERAN SPEAKER EDUCATI ON PROGRAM TO BE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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DEVELOPED AND | MPLEMENTED BY THE DI RECTOR | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE
DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK STATE M LI TARY MJSEUM AND VETERANS RESOURCE
CENTER AND IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON. SUCH
PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE SCHOOL DI STRICTS WTHIN THI S STATE WTH A LI STI NG
OF AVAI LABLE VETERAN SPEAKERS WLLING TO WVISIT CLASSROOMS FOR THE
PURPCSE OF DI SCUSSI NG THEI R M LI TARY EXPERI ENCE.

2. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL DEVELOP AN | NFORVATI ONAL PAMPHLET TO BE DI STRI B-
UTED EI THER BY MAI L OR ELECTRONI CALLY TO SCHOOL DI STRI CTS WHI CH PROVI DES
A CGENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRAM | NCLUDI NG I TS PURPOSE AND HOW TO
PARTI Cl PATE. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL, FROM I TS AVAI LABLE RESOURCES | NCLUDI NG
ASS| STANCE FROM ORGANI ZED VETERANS GROUPS, APPO NT AND CREATE A LI STI NG
OF VETERAN SPEAKERS COORDI NATORS FOR EACH COUNTY OF THE STATE WHO SHALL
BE LI STED I N THE | NFORVATI ONAL PAMPHLET. THE VETERAN SPEAKERS COORDI NA-
TORS' DUTIES SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LI M TED TO CONTACTI NG VETERANS WHO
RESIDE IN THEIR COUNTY |NCLUDING THOSE WHO HAVE PARTI Cl PATED | N THE
VETERAN' S ORAL HI STORY PROGRAM AT THE NEW YORK STATE M LI TARY MUSEUM OR
THE WEST PO NT ORAL HI STORY PRQJECT OR THE VETERANS HI STORY PRQIECT OF
THE AVERI CAN FOLKLORE CENTER OR ANY SIM LAR ORAL HI STORY PRQIECT WTH
| NFORMATI ON ABOUT THI' S PROGRAM AND | NQUI RI NG AS TO WHETHER SUCH PERSONS
WOULD BE W LLING TO PARTI Cl PATE AS SPEAKERS OR IN ANY OTHER CAPACITY.
THE LISTING SHALL |INCLUDE THE NAMES AND CONTACT | NFORMATI ON FOR SUCH
VETERANS | NCLUDI NG | NFORMATI ON DESCRI BI NG THE TYPE OF M LI TARY SERVI CE
PERFORMVED BY EACH SUCH PERSON, THE TI ME AND LENGTH OF SERVI CE, GEOGRAPH-
| C AREA OR AREAS WHERE SUCH PERSON SERVED AND RANK. THE DI VI SI ON AND THE
VETERAN SPEAKERS COORDI NATORS SHALL ANNUALLY UPDATE SUCH | NFORVATI ON
REGARDI NG THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF SUCH VETERANS.

3. NO TEACHER OR VETERAN SHALL BE REQU RED TO PARTICIPATE IN TH'S
PROGRAM  ANY TEACHER WHO WSHES TO SUPPLEMENT H S OR HER CLASSROOM
| NSTRUCTI ON CONCERNI NG A PARTI CULAR ERA | N AMERI CAN M LI TARY HI STORY MAY
CONTACT A PARTI Cl PATI NG VETERAN PERSONALLY TO REQUEST THAT SUCH PERSON
VISIT A CLASSROOM TO DI SCUSS H'S OR HER M LI TARY EXPERI ENCE. A TEACHER
SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ASCERTAINING THE APPROPRI ATENESS OF ANY
PROPCSED SPEAKER BASED UPON THE AGE OF THE CHI LDREN AND THE | NTENDED
SUBJECT MATTER. NOTHING IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE I NTENDED TO SUPERSEDE
ANY PARTI CULAR OR GENERAL SCHOOL RULES OR REGULATI ONS OR OTHER LAWS
RELATI NG TO CURRI CULUM

4. THE DIVISION SHALL REQU RE A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE VETERAN S
DI SCHARGE PAPERS TO PARTICI PATE | N THE VETERAN SPEAKER PROGRAM SUCH
FORM SHALL BE FI LED WTH THE DI VI SION TO SERVE AS EVIDENCE THAT SUCH
PERSON | S A VETERAN WHO SERVED I N THE UNI TED STATES M LI TARY HONORABLY.

5. THE DI VISION SHALL | MPLEMENT A PROCEDURE FOR EVALUATI ONS OF EACH
SPEAKER TO BE COVPLETED BY TEACHERS AND STUDENTS, AND MAINTAIN SUCH
EVALUATI ONS AND MAKE THEM AVAI LABLE UPON REQUEST TO OTHER TEACHERS WHO
PLAN TO PARTI Cl PATE.

6. THE DI VI SI ON MAY CONSULT W TH OTHER VETERANS ORGANI ZATI ONS AND ANY
BRANCH OF THE U.S. M LITARY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THI S PROGRAM

S 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw, provided that any rules and regul ati ons necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date shall be promulgated on or
bef ore such date.



