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STATE OF NEW YORK

4700
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 14, 2011

Introduced by Sen. FLANAGAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on |Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to coverage and benefits
of accident and health insurance policies for podiatric care

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph 2 of subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insur-
ance law is anended to read as foll ows:

(2) If a policy provides for reinbursenent for any podiatrical service
within the lawful scope of practice of a Ilicensed podiatrist, the
insured shall be entitled to THE SAME rei nmbursenent for such service
whether it is performed by a physician or |icensed podiatrist.

S 2. Subsection (k) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 17 to read as foll ows:

(17) EVERY POLICY WHICH PROVIDES COVERAGE FOR PODIATRIC CARE, AS
DEFI NED I N SECTI ON SEVEN THOUSAND ONE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW PROVI DED BY
A DOCTOR OF PODI ATRY LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED FORTY- ONE
OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW MAY BE SUBJECT TO REASONABLE DEDUCTI BLE, CO PAY-
MENT AND CO | NSURANCE AMOUNTS, REASONABLE FEE OR BENEFIT LIM TS AND
REASONABLE UTI LI ZATI ON REVI EW PROVI DED THAT ANY SUCH AMOUNTS, LIMTS
AND REVIEW (A) SHALL NOT FUNCTION TO DI RECT TREATMENT I N A MANNER
DI SCRI M NATI VE AGAI NST PODI ATRI C CARE; AND (B) | NDIVIDUALLY AND COLLEC
TI VELY SHALL BE NO DI FFERENT THAN THOSE APPLI CABLE UNDER THAT SAME POLI -
CY TO CARE OR SERVICES PROVI DED BY OTHER HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS IN THE
DI AGNCSI S, TREATMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SAME OR SIM LAR CONDI TI ONS,
DI SORDERS OR | NJURIES. NOTHI NG I N TH' S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS
| MPEDI NG OR PREVENTI NG EI THER THE PROVI SION OR COVERAGE OF PODI ATRIC
CARE AND SERVICES BY DULY LI CENSED DOCTORS OF PQODI ATRY W THI N THE
LAWFUL SCOPE OF PODI ATRIC CARE I N HOSPI TAL FACILITIES ON A STAFF OR
EMPLOYEE BASI S.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. Section 4303 of the insurance |aw is amended by adding a new
subsection (hh) to read as foll ows:

(HH) EVERY CONTRACT |ISSUED BY A HEALTH SERVI CE CORPORATION OR A
MEDI CAL EXPENSE | NDEMNI TY CORPORATI ON THAT | NCLUDES COVERAGE FOR PHYSI -
CIAN SERVICES IN A PHYSICI AN S OFFI CE, THAT PROVI DES MAJOR MEDI CAL OR
SI M LAR COVPREHENSI VE- TYPE COVERAGE, AND COVERAGE FOR PCODI ATRI C CARE AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON SEVEN THOUSAND ONE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW PROVI DED BY
A DOCTOR OF PODI ATRY LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED FORTY- ONE
O THE EDUCATI ON LAW NAY BE SUBJECT TO REASONABLE DEDUCTI BLE, CO PAY-
MENT AND CO- | NSURANCE AMOUNTS, REASONABLE FEE OR BENEFIT LIMTS AND
REASONABLE UTI LI ZATION REVI EW  PROVI DED THAT ANY SUCH AMOUNTS, LIM TS
AND REVIEW (1) SHALL NOT FUNCTION TO DI RECT TREATMENT IN A MANNER
DI SCRI M NATI VE  AGAI NST PODI ATRI C CARE; AND (2) | NDI VI DUALLY AND COLLEC-
TI VELY SHALL BE NO DI FFERENT THAN THOSE APPLI CABLE UNDER THE SAME PCLI CY
TO CARE OR SERVI CES PROVI DED BY OTHER HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS IN THE DI AG
NOSI'S, TREATMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SAME OR SIM LAR CONDI TI ONS,
DI SORDERS OR I NJURIES. NOTHING I N THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS
| MPEDI NG OR PREVENTI NG EI THER THE PROVI SI ONS OR COVERAGE OF PODI ATRI C
CARE AND SERVI CES BY DULY LI CENSED DOCTORS OF PODI ATRY W THI N THE LAWFUL
SCOPE OF PODI ATRI C CARE | N HOSPI TAL FACILITIES ON A STAFF OR EMPLOYEE
BASI S.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a law and shall apply to
policies and contracts issued, renewed, nodified, altered or amended on
or after such effective date.



