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STATE OF NEW YORK

4101
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 17, 2011

Introduced by Sens. FARLEY, DeFRANCISCO GRIFFO, JOHNSON, LARKIN
MAZI ARZ, RANZENHOFER, SEWARD, ZELDIN -- read twice and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to state aid for library
proj ects

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 273-a of the education |aw, as
anended by section 4 of part A of chapter 57 of the laws of 2009, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. A State aid shall be provided for up to fifty percent of the total
project approved costs, excluding feasibility studies, plans or simlar
activities, for projects for the acquisition OF VACANT LAND AND THE
ACQUI SI TI ON, construction, renovation or rehabilitation, including
| easehol d i nprovenents, of buildings of public libraries and library
systens chartered by the regents of the state of New York or established
by act of the legislature subject to the Iimtations provided in subdi-
vision four of this section and wupon approval by the conm ssioner,
EXCEPT THAT STATE Al D SHALL BE PROVI DED FOR UP TO SEVENTY- FI VE PERCENT
OF THE TOTAL PROQIECT APPROVED COSTS FOR BUI LDINGS OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES
THAT ARE LOCATED I N AN ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED COVMUNI TY.

B. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE TERM " ECONOM CALLY DI SAD-
VANTAGED COVMUNI TY" SHALL MEAN AT LEAST ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A POLITICAL SUBD VISION WTH N WHI CH FI FTEEN PERCENT OR MORE OF
THE POPULATION IS LIVING IN POVERTY AS SHOM ON THE LATEST FEDERAL
CENSUS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S PARAGRAPH, A "POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON'
SHALL MEAN THE SMALLEST GEOGRAPHI C MUNI CI PALITY WTHI N WHI CH THE BUI LD
ING IS LOCATED I NCLUDI NG A VILLAGE, A CITY, A BOROUGH OR A TOWN WTH A
POPULATI ON SHOAWN ON THE LATEST FEDERAL CENSUS. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI' S
PARAGRAPH, "POVERTY" IS DEFINED AS THOSE | NDI VI DUALS LI VI NG BELOW THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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POVERTY LEVEL FOR THE POLITICAL SUBDI VISION AS SHOW BY THE LATEST
FEDERAL CENSUS.

(2) A PUBLIC SCHOOL DI STRICT WTH N WH CH THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENT
ENROLLMENT THAT IS ELIG@BLE FOR FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH UNDER THE
NATI ONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM | S SI XTY- FI VE PERCENT OR MORE FOR AT LEAST
ONE MONTH DURING THE TWELVE MONTHS PRI OR TO THE DATE OF FILING OF THE
GRANT APPLI CATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR STATE AID UNDER THI'S SUBDI VI -
SI ON.

(3) A POLITICAL SUBDI VI SI ON AS DESCRI BED | N SUBPARAGRAPH ONE OF THI' S
PARAGRAPH W THI N WHI CH THI RTEEN PERCENT OR MORE OF THE POPULATION IS
LIVING I N POVERTY AND A PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CT AS DESCRI BED | N SUBPARA-
GRAPH TWO OF THI S PARAGRAPH W THIN WHICH THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENT
ENROLLMENT THAT |IS ELIGBLE FOR FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH UNDER THE
NATI ONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM IS FI FTY PERCENT OR MORE.

C. Provided however that the state liability for aid paid pursuant to
this section shall be limted to funds appropriated for such purpose.
Aid shall be provided on approved expenses incurred during the period
commencing July first and ending June thirtieth for up to three years,
or until the project 1is conpleted, whichever occurs first. Fifty
percent of such aid shall be payable to each systemor |ibrary upon
approval of the application BY THE DEPARTMENT. Forty percent of such
aid shall be payable in the next state fiscal year. The remaining ten
percent shall be payabl e upon project conpletion.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



