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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 3552 A. 5668
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
February 25, 2011

IN SENATE -- Introduced by Sens. RI TCH E, DeFRANCI SCO -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Comrttee on
Local Governnent

I N ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A MAGEE -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Local CGovernnents

AN ACT to amend the general municipal law, in relation to defining
search and rescue teans to include voluntary and nunici pal search and
rescue teans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general nunicipal law is anmended by adding a new
section 209-ff to read as foll ows:

S 209-FF. SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAMS AND WORKERS. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S
CHAPTER:

1. "SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM' MEANS ONLY A VOLUNTARY OR MJNI Cl PAL
W LDERNESS/ | NLAND SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM WHOSE MEMBERS SHALL HAVE
OBTAI NED THE M NIl MUM LEVEL OF TRAI NI NG OR EXPERI ENCE TO MEET QUALI FYI NG
STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON S
OFFI CE OF PUBLI C PROTECTI ON; | NCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF NEW YORK
STATE; FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF LOCATI NG AND RESCU NG, OR RECOVERI NG A
KNOAN | NDI VIDUAL OR KNOAN | NDI VIDUALS, I N AN UNKNOMN LOCATI ON, WHOSE
SAFETY MAY BE THREATENED BY CONDI TI ONS RELATED TO THE ENVI RONMENT OR
OTHER FACTORS; AND WHI CH IS OPERATI NG NOT FOR PECUNI ARY PROFI T OR FI NAN-
Cl AL GAI N.

2. "VOLUNTEER SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM WORKER' MEANS AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER
MEMBER OF A SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM AS SPECI FIED ON A LI ST REGULARLY
MAI NTAI NED BY THE TEAM

S 2. Subdivision 4 of section 209-bb of the general nunicipal law, as
anended by chapter 482 of the laws of 1997, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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4. For the purposes of this section, "specialized teans" shall nmean
any enmergency team or squad conposed of volunteer firefighters, volun-
teer anbul ance workers, VOLUNTEER SEARCH AND RESCUE WORKERS or nuni ci pa
enpl oyees, who shall have attained the mninmum level of training or
experience to neet qualifying standards established by the office of
fire prevention and control, and which is adm nistered by the state, a
county, city or town for the purposes of training for or responding to a
man nmade or natural disaster by carrying out any activities which are
within the relevant training and expertise of such nunicipal enployees
or are authorized pursuant to the volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw or
the volunteer ambul ance workers' benefit |aw but which are not normally
provi ded by such entities.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



