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printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anendnent to section 9 of article 1 of the constitution, in
relation to authorizing and limting casino ganbling in Sullivan coun-

ty

Section 1. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That section 9 of arti-
cle 1 of the constitution be anended to read as foll ows:

S 9. 1. No law shall be passed abridging the rights of the people
peaceably to assenble and to petition the governnment, or any departnent
t hereof; nor shall any divorce be granted otherw se than by due judicia
proceedi ngs; except as hereinafter provided, no lottery or the sale of
lottery tickets, pool-selling, book-making, or any other kind of ganbl-
ing, except lotteries operated by the state and the sale of lottery
tickets in connection therewith as may be authorized and prescribed by
the legislature, the net proceeds of which shall be applied exclusively
to or in aid or support of education in this state as the |egislature
may prescribe, and except pari-nutuel betting on horse races as nay be
prescri bed by the | egislature and fromwhich the state shall derive a
reasonabl e revenue for the support of governnent, AND EXCEPT FOR NO MORE
THAN THREE PRI VATELY OWNED CASI NOS WHI CH MAY BE AUTHORI ZED BY THE LEGQ S-
LATURE FOR OPERATI ONS I N SULLI VAN COUNTY, I N A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE
LEG SLATURE FOR OFFERI NG AND CONDUCTI NG GAM NG, WHI CH MAY | NCLUDE GAMES
OF CHANCE, SLOT MACH NES AND CARD AND BOARD GAMES COVMONLY AND TRADI -
TI ONALLY OFFERED AT CASI NOS, AND | NCLUDI NG PARI - MUTUEL WAGERI NG ON HORSE
RACI NG PROVI DED HONEVER, THAT SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ONS SHALL BE PRECEDED BY
LOCAL APPROVAL, RESULTI NG FROM PASSAGE OF A SI NGLE COUNTY- W DE REFEREN-
DUM OFFERED PURSUANT TO APPLI CABLE STATE AND COUNTY LAWS, THE PROCEEDS
OF WH CH SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED AT THE DI RECTI ON OF THE LEG SLATURE WHI CH
MAY FROM TI ME TO TI ME REVI SE THE DI STRI BUTI ON FORMULAS, PROVI DED HOWEV-
ER, THAT I N NO EVENT SHALL SHARES TO ANY LOCAL GOVERNMENTS BE LESS THAN
REASONABLE, AS DETERM NED BY THE LEQ SLATURE, TO OFFSET COSTS ATTRI BUT-
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ABLE TO THE CONDUCT OF CASI NO GAM NG shall hereafter be authorized or
allowed within this state; and the legislature shall pass appropriate
| aws to prevent offenses agai nst any of the provisions of this section.

2. Notwi thstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, any city,
town or village within the state may by an approving vote of the mgjori-
ty of the qualified electors in such nunicipality voting on a proposi-
tion therefor subnmitted at a general or special election authorize,
subject to state |egislative supervision and control, the conduct of one
or both of the follow ng categories of games of chance conmonly known
as: (a) bingo or lotto, in which prizes are awarded on the basis of
desi gnat ed nunbers or synbols on a card conformng to nunbers or synbols
selected at random (b) ganes in which prizes are awarded on the basis
of a wi nning nunmber or nunbers, color or colors, or synbol or synbols
determined by chance from anong those previously selected or played,
whet her determ ned as the result of the spinning of a wheel, a draw ng
or otherwise by chance. If authorized, such ganes shall be subject to
the following restrictions, anong others which may be prescribed by the
| egislature: (1) only bona fide religious, charitable or non-profit
organi zati ons of veterans, volunteer firefighter and simlar non-profit
organi zations shall be permtted to conduct such ganes; (2) the entire
net proceeds of any gane shall be exclusively devoted to the |[|awf ul
pur poses of such organizations; (3) no person except a bona fide nenber
of any such organization shall participate in the managenent or opera-
tion of such game; and (4) no person shall receive any remuneration for
participating in the managenent or operation of any such gane. THE
AMOUNTS TO BE OFFERED AS PRI ZES FOR SUCH GAMES SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE
APPROVAL OF THE LEG SLATURE WHICH FROM TI ME TO TI ME SHALL REVISE PRI ZE
LEVELS AS | T DETERM NES NECESSARY TO KEEP PRI ZE LEVELS COWPETI TI VE W TH
THOSE OFFERED AT COVPARABLE VENUES. Unl ess ot herw se provided by |aw, no
single prize shall exceed two hundred fifty dollars, nor shall any
series of prizes on one occasion aggregate nore than one thousand
dollars. The |l egislature shall pass appropriate laws to effectuate the
purposes of this subdivision, ensure that such ganes are rigidly regu-
|ated to prevent commercialized ganbling, prevent participation by crim
i nal and other undesirable elenents and the diversion of funds from the
pur poses authorized hereunder and establish a nethod by which a munici-
pality which has authorized such ganmes nay rescind or revoke such
authorization. Unless pernitted by the legislature, no nunicipality
shall have the power to pass local |laws or ordinances relating to such
games. Nothing in this section shall prevent the |legislature from pass-
ing laws nore restrictive than any of the provisions of this section.

S 2. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That the foregoing anendnent
be referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeeding general election of nenbers of the assenbly, and, in
conformty with section 1 of article 19 of the «constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the time of such el ection.



