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STATE OF NEW YORK

317
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by Sen. DIAZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to increasing
penal ties and requiring inprisonment for |eaving the scene of an inci-
dent without reporting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 600 of the vehicle and traffic law, as anended by
chapter 49 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 600. Leaving scene of an incident without reporting. 1. Property
damage. a. Any person operating a notor vehicle who, knowing or having
cause to know t hat damage has been caused to the real property or to the
personal property, not including animls, of another, due to an incident
i nvolving the notor vehicle operated by such person shall, before |eav-
ing the place where the damage occurred, stop, exhibit his or her
license and insurance identification card for such vehicle, when such
card is required pursuant to articles six and eight of this chapter, and
give his or her nane, residence, including street and nunber, insurance
carrier and insurance identification information including but not
limted to the nunber and effective dates of said individual's insurance
policy, and license nunber to the party sustaining the danmage, or in
case the person sustaining the damage is not present at the place where
t he danage occurred then he or she shall report the sane as soon as
physically able to the nearest police station, or judicial officer.

b. It shall be the duty of any nenber of a | aw enforcenent agency who
is at the scene of the [accident] INCIDENT to request the said operator
or operators of the notor vehicles, when physically capable of doing so,
to exchange the information required [hereinabove] | N PARAGRAPH A OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON and such nenber of a |aw enforcenment agency shal

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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assi st such operator or operators in making such exchange of information
in a reasonabl e and harnoni ous manner.

A violation of the provisions of paragraph a of this subdivision
RESULTI NG SOLELY FROM THE FAI LURE OF AN OPERATOR TO EXHIBIT HHS OR HER
LI CENSE AND | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD FOR THE VEHI CLE OR EXCHANGE THE | NFORMWA-
TION REQU RED IN SUCH PARAGRAPH shall constitute a traffic infraction
puni shable by a fine of [up to] NOT LESS THAN two hundred fifty dollars
NOR MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS or a sentence of inprisonnent for up
to fifteen days or both such fine and inprisonnent. ANY VI CLATION OF
THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPH A OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, OTHER THAN FOR THE
MERE FAI LURE OF AN OPERATOR TO EXHIBIT HI'S OR HER LI CENSE AND | NSURANCE
| DENTI FI CATION CARD FOR SUCH VEH CLE OR EXCHANGE THE | NFORVATI ON
REQUI RED | N SUCH PARAGRAPH, SHALL CONSTI TUTE A M SDEMEANOR PUNI SHABLE BY
A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN FI FTEEN
HUNDRED DOLLARS AND A SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONMVENT OF NOT MORE THAN THREE
MONTHS, | N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER PENALTI ES PROVI DED BY LAW

2. Personal injury. a. Any person operating a notor vehicle who, know

ing or having cause to know that personal injury has been caused to
anot her person, due to an incident involving the notor vehicle operated
by such person shall, before |eaving the place where the said persona

injury occurred, stop, exhibit his or her license and insurance iden-
tification card for such vehicle, when such card is required pursuant to
articles six and eight of this chapter, and give his or her nane, resi-
dence, including street and street nunber, insurance carrier and insur-
ance identification information including but not limted to the nunber
and effective dates of said individual's insurance policy and |icense
nunber, to the injured party, if practical, and also to a police offi-
cer, or in the event that no police officer is in the vicinity of the
pl ace of said injury, then, he or she shall report said incident as soon
as physically able to the nearest police station or judicial officer.

b. It shall be the duty of any nenber of a |aw enforcenent agency who
is at the scene of the [accident] I NCIDENT to request the said operator
or operators of the notor vehicles, when physically capable of doing so,
to exchange the information required [ hereinabove] IN PARAGRAPH A OF
TH'S SUBDIVISION and such nenber of a |law enforcenent agency shal
assi st such operator or operators in making such exchange of information
in a reasonabl e and harnoni ous manner.

c. Aviolation of the provisions of paragraph a of this subdivision
resulting solely fromthe failure of an operator to exhibit his or her
license and insurance identification card for the vehicle or exchange
the information required in such paragraph shall constitute a [class B]
m sdeneanor puni shable by a fine of not less than [two hundred fifty]
FIVE HUNDRED nor nore than [five hundred] ONE THOUSAND dol | ars, AND A
SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONMENT OF NOT MORE THAN ONE YEAR, in addition to any
other penalties provided by |aw. Any subsequent [such] violation shal
constitute a [class A m sdeneanor] FELONY puni shable by a fine of not
less than [five hundred] TWENTY-FI VE HUNDRED nor nore than [one thou-
sand] FlI VE THOUSAND dol | ars, AND A SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONVENT OF NOT LESS
THAN ONE VYEAR, in addition to any other penalties provided by |aw. Any
violation of the provisions of paragraph a of this subdivision, other
than for the nere failure of an operator to exhibit his or her |icense
and insurance identification card for such vehicle or exchange the
information required in such paragraph, shall constitute a [class A
m sdeneanor] FELONY, punishable by a fine of not Iess than [five
hundred] ONE THOUSAND dol | ars nor nore than [one thousand] FIVE THOUSAND
dollars in addition to any other penalties provided by |law. Any such
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violation commtted by a person after such person has previously been
convicted of such a violation shall <constitute a [class E] felony,
puni shabl e by a fine of not |ess than [one thousand] TVENTY-FI VE HUNDRED
nor nore than [two] FIVE thousand five hundred dollars [in addition to
any ot her penalties provided by law], AND A SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONVENT OF
NOT LESS THAN ONE YEAR, | N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER PENALTI ES PROVI DED BY
LAW Any violation of the provisions of paragraph a of this subdivi-
sion, other than for the nere failure of an operator to exhibit his or
her license and insurance identification card for such vehicle or
exchange the information required in such paragraph, where the persona

injury involved (i) results in serious physical injury, as defined in
section 10.00 of the penal law, shall constitute a [class E] felony,
puni shabl e by a fine of not |ess than [one thousand nor nore than] five
thousand dollars in addition to any other penalties provided by | aw FOR
A CLASS D FELONY, or (ii) results in death shall constitute a [class D

felony punishable by a fine of not |ess than [two] FIVE thousand nor
nore than [five] TEN thousand dollars in addition to any other penalties
provi ded by law FOR A CLASS C FELONY.

S 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a new section
600-a to read as foll ows:

S 600-A. LEAVING THE SCENE OF AN | NCI DENT W THOUT REPORTI NG AFTER
CONSUM NG AN ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGE OR DRUG PRESUMPTI ON. 1. ANY PERSON WHO
VI OLATES PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED OF THI S
ARTI CLE WTH N FOUR HOURS AFTER CONSUM NG AN ALCCOHOLI C BEVERAGE OR DRUG
AS DEFINED IN TH S CHAPTER SHALL BE GUILTY OF A M SDEMEANOR PUNI SHABLE
BY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN SEVEN
HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS AND A SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONMVENT OF NOT LESS THAN
THI RTY DAYS NOR MORE THAN NI NETY DAYS, AND SHALL BE PRESUMED TO HAVE
COW TTED THE VI OLATI ON TO AVO D PROSECUTI ON FOR A VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON
ELEVEN HUNDRED NI NETY- TWD OF THI S CHAPTER

2. ANY PERSON VWHO VI OLATES PARAGRAPH B OF SUBDI VI SION TWO OF SECTI ON
SI X HUNDRED OF THI S ARTICLE W THI N FOUR HOURS AFTER CONSUM NG AN ALCO
HOLI C BEVERAGE OR DRUG AS DEFINED IN THI S CHAPTER SHALL BE GUILTY OF A
M SDEMEANOR PUNI SHABLE BY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS
NOR MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND A SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONMVENT FOR
NOT LESS THAN THREE MONTHS NOR MORE THAN ONE  YEAR, AND SHALL BE
PRESUMED TO HAVE COW TTED THE VI OLATION TO AVO D PROSECUTION FOR A
VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON ELEVEN HUNDRED NI NETY- TWO OF THI S CHAPTER

S 3. Section 602 of the vehicle and traffic I aw, as anended by chapter
843 of the |aws of 1980, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 602. Arrest for violations of sections six hundred, SIX HUNDRED A
and six hundred one. A peace officer, acting pursuant to his OR HER
special duties, or a police officer may, without a warrant, arrest a
person, in case of violation of section six hundred, SECTION SIX
HUNDRED- A and section six hundred one, which in fact have been commit-
ted, though not in his OR HER presence, when he OR SHE has reasonable
cause to believe that the violation was comm tted by such person.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



