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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by Sen. MONTGOMERY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Children and Famlies

AN ACT to anend the social services |aw and the donestic relations |aw,
in relation to the provision of information on post-adoption services
to adoptive parents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The social services |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
372-h to read as foll ows:

S 372-H. POST- ADOPTI ON SERVI CES. 1. EACH LOCAL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL
CREATE AND KEEP CURRENT A RESOURCE GUI DE DESCRI Bl NG AVAI LABLE LOCAL, AND
TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, REG ONAL POST- ADOPTI ON SERVI CES.

2. SUCH RESOURCE GUI DE SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) A LIST OF SERVICES THE DI STRICT DEEMS APPROPRIATE IN ORDER TO
FOSTER AND MAI NTAI N PERVMANENCY OF CHI LDREN FOLLOW NG ADOPTI ON | NCLUDI NG,
BUT NOT LIMTED TG

(1) RESPI TE SERVI CES FOR FAM LI ES FOLLOW NG ADOPTI ON,;

(1'l) COUNSELI NG AND MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR FAM LI ES FOLLOW NG
ADOPTI ON; AND

(1'11) POST-ADOPTI ON SUPPORT GROUPS.

(B) LOCATI ON AND CONTACT | NFORMATI ON FOR SERVI CE PROVIDERS LISTED |IN
THE RESOURCE GUI DE, |F SUCH | NFORVATI ON | S KNOWN.

(© A NOTICE PROVI DI NG THAT THE DI STRICT |I'S NOT RESPONSI BLE TO PAY FOR
COSTS OR SERVICES THAT THEY WOULD NOT OTHERW SE BE REQUI RED BY LAW TO
PROVI DE OR PAY FOR

3. LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICTS SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE THROUGH THE
DISTRICT'S WEBSITE OR BY OTHER MEANS, THE RESOURCE GUI DE AVAI LABLE TO
PRE- ADOPTI VE FAM LI ES AND TO THE APPLI CABLE FAM LY COURT, OR COURTS,
LOCATED WTH N THE SAME COUNTY OR POLITICAL SUBD VISION AS SUCH
DI STRI CT.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Section 112 of the domestic relations law is anended by adding a
new subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. (A) THE RULES OF THE COURT SHALL REQUI RE THAT PRI OR TO THE GRANTI NG
O THE ORDER OF ADOPTION, THE COURT SHALL ENSURE THAT THE ADOPTI VE
PARENT OR PARENTS HAVE RECEIVED A RESOURCE GUI DE ON POST-ADOPTI ON
SERVICES AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY- TWO-H OF THE
SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW

(B) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, FAILURE TO
PROVI DE THE RESOURCE GUI DE PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL NOT DELAY ANY ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NG PREVENT ANY COURT FROM | SSUI NG
AN ORDER OF ADOCPTI ON, OR AFFECT THE VALIDI TY OF ANY ORDER OF ADOPTI ON
| SSUED BY A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTION I N THI S STATE.

S 3. Section 115 of the donestic relations law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 14 to read as foll ows:

14. (A) THE RULES OF THE COURT SHALL REQUI RE THAT PRI OR TO THE GRANT-
ING OF THE ORDER OF ADOPTI ON, THE COURT SHALL ENSURE THAT THE ADOPTI VE
PARENT OR PARENTS HAVE RECEIVED A RESOURCE GUI DE ON POST- ADOPTI ON
SERVICES AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY- TWO-H OF THE
SCOCI AL SERVI CES LAW

(B) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, FAILURE TO
PROVI DE THE RESOURCE GUI DE PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL NOT DELAY ANY ADOPTI ON PROCEEDI NG PREVENT ANY COURT FROM | SSUI NG
AN ORDER OF ADCPTI ON, OR AFFECT THE VALIDI TY OF ANY ORDER OF ADOPTI ON
| SSUED BY A COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTION I N THI S STATE.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



