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I ntroduced by Sens. MONTGOMVERY, ADAMS, DI AZ, DI LAN, HASSELL- THOVPSON,
HUNTLEY, KRUEGER, OPPENHElI MER, PARKER, PERKI NS, SAMPSQN, SAVI NO SQUA-
DRON, STAVI SKY, STEWART-COUSINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to clarifying the
definitions of vocational educational training and educational activ-
ities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 335-a of the
soci al services law, as anended by section 148 of part B of chapter 436
of the laws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Based on the assessnent required by subdivision one of this
section, the social services official, in consultation with the partic-
i pant, shall develop an enployability plan in witing which shall set
forth the services that will be provided by the social services officia
and the activities in which the participant will take part, including
supportive services and shall set forth an enploynment goal for the
participant. [A local social services district may assign recipients in
househol ds wi thout dependent children to any activity.] TO THE EXTENT
POSSI BLE, THE EMPLOYABI LI TY PLAN SHALL REFLECT THE PREFERENCES OF THE
PARTICI PANT IN A MANNER THAT |S CONSI STENT WTH THE RESULTS OF THE
PARTI Cl PANT' S ASSESSMENT AND THE NEED OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT TO
MEET FEDERAL AND STATE WORK ACTI VI TY PARTI Cl PATI ON REQUI REMENTS, AND, |F
SUCH PREFERENCES CANNOT BE ACCOVMODATED, THE REASONS SHALL BE SPECI FI ED
IN THE EMPLOYABILITY PLAN. The enployability plan also shall take into
account the participant's supportive services needs, available program
resources, |ocal enploynent opportunities, and where the social services

official 1is <considering an educational activity assignnment for such
participant, the participant's liability for student |oans, grants and
schol arshi p awards. The enpl oyability plan shall be explained to the
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partici pant. Any change to the participant's enployability plan required
by the social services official shall be discussed with the participant
and shall be docunented in witing.

S 2. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 1 of section 336 of the social
services |law, as anmended by chapter 214 of the |aws of 1998, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

(h) vocational educational training as tine limted by federal |aw
For the purposes of this title, "vocational educational training" shal
include but not be |limted to organi zed educati onal prograns offering a
sequence of courses which are directly related to the preparation of
i ndividuals for current or energing occupations [requiring other than a
baccal aureat e or advanced degree] | NCLUDI NG PROGRAMS THAT REQUIRE UP TO
FOUR YEARS OF POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION. Such prograns shall include
conpet ency- based applied | earning which contributes to an individual's
acadenmi ¢ know edge, hi gher-order reasoning, and problemsolving skills,
work attitudes, general enployability skills, and the occupational-spe-
cific skills necessary for economc independence. Such term also
i ncl udes applied technol ogy educati on;

S 3. Paragraph (i) of subdivision 1 of section 336 of the socia
services l|law, as added by section 148 of part B of chapter 436 of the
| aws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

(i) job skills training directly related to enpl oynent. JOB SKILLS
TRAI NI NG DI RECTLY RELATED TO EMPLOYMENT SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LI M TED
TO PARTICI PATION I N UP TO FOUR YEARS OF POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ON TO THE
EXTENT CONSI STENT W TH FEDERAL AND STATE REQUI REMENTS;

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 336-a of the social services law, as
anended by section 148 of part B of chapter 436 of the laws of 1997, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. Social services districts shall nake available vocational educa-
tional training and educational activities |NCLUDING PROGRAMS THAT
REQUI RE UP TO FOUR YEARS OF POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ON. Such activities
may include but need not be limted to, high school education or educa-
tion designed to prepare a participant for a high school equival ency
certificate, basic and renedial education, AND education in English
proficiency and SHALL I NCLUDE no nore than a total of [twd] FOUR vyears
of post-secondary education (or the part-tinme equivalent if full-tinme
study woul d constitute an undue hardship) [in]. EDUCATI ONAL ACTIVITIES
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION MAY BE OFFERED W TH any of the follow ng
provi ders which neet the perfornmance or assessnent standards established
in regulations by the conm ssioner for such providers: a conmunity
college, licensed trade school, registered business school, or a two-
year OR FOUR- YEAR col | ege; provided, however, that such post-secondary
education nust be necessary to the attainment of the participant's indi-
vi dual enploynment goal as set forth in the enployability plan and such
goal nust relate directly to obtaining useful enploynent in a recognized
occupati on. VHEN MAKI NG ANY ASSI GNMENT  TO ANY EDUCATI ONAL  ACTIVITY
PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, SUCH ASSI GNVENT SHALL BE PERM TTED ONLY TO
THE EXTENT THAT SUCH ASSIGNVENT |'S CONSI STENT W TH THE | NDI VI DUAL' S
ASSESSMENT AND EMPLOYMENT PLAN GOALS | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ONS THREE
HUNDRED THI RTY-FIVE AND THREE HUNDRED THI RTY-FI VE-A OF THI'S TI TLE AND
SHALL REQUIRE THAT THE | NDIVIDUAL MAINTAINS SATI SFACTORY ACADEM C
PROGRESS. FOR PURPOSES OF THI'S PROVISION "SATI SFACTORY ACADEM C
PROGRESS" SHALL MEAN SATI SFACTORY PROGRESS AS DEFINED IN 20 USC 1091(C).

S 5. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 131-n of the social
services |aw, as anended by chapter 373 of the |laws of 2003, is amended
to read as foll ows:
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(c) an anmount up to one thousand four hundred dollars in a separate
bank account established by an individual while currently in receipt of
assi stance for the purpose of paying tuition at a two-year OR FOUR- YEAR
accredited post-secondary educational institution, so long as the funds
are not used for any other purpose,

S 6. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
t he amendnents to paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 131-n of the
soci al services | aw made by section five of this act shall not affect
the expiration of such section and shall be deemed to expire therewth.



