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STATE OF NEW YORK

2086
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 18, 2011

Introduced by Sen. KRUGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Aging

AN ACT to anend the elder law, in relation to providing for a volunteer
program for in-honme respite care of the elderly

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The elder law is anended by adding two new sections 219-a
and 219-b to read as foll ows:

S 219-A. VOLUNTEER PROGRAM FOR | N-HOVE RESPI TE CARE OF THE ELDERLY;
CREDI T FOR SERVICE, LIM TATION. THE OFFI CE SHALL ESTABLISH A PROGRAM
UNDER WHI CH ELDERLY PERSONS WHO ARE SI XTY YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND
OTHERS WHO HAVE DESI GNATED AN ELDERLY PERSON AS A BENEFI Cl ARY MAY VOLUN-
TEER THEI R TI ME AND SERVI CES TO AN | N HOVE SERVI CE OR VOLUNTARY AGENCY
SERVING THE ELDERLY WHICH IS APPROVED BY THE OFFI CE AND RECEI VE CREDI T
FOR PROVI DI NG VOLUNTEER RESPI TE SERVI CE, WHI CH CREDI T MAY THEN BE DRAWN
UPON BY SUCH ELDERLY PERSONS OR DESI GNATED ELDERLY BENEFI Cl ARI ES WHEN
THEY THEMSELVES OR THEI R FAM LI ES NEED SUCH RESPI TE SERVI CES. THE OFFI CE
SHALL ESTABLI SH A REG STRY OF NAMES OF SUCH VOLUNTEERS AND SHALL, MONTH
LY OR AS OFTEN AS | T DEEMS NECESSARY FOR EFFI Cl ENT MANAGEMENT OF THE
PROGRAM CREDIT EACH OF SUCH VOLUNTEERS W TH THE NUMBER OF HOURS OF
SERVI CE EACH HAS PERFORMED FOR AGENCIES APPROVED BY THE OFFICE. NO
PERSON SERVI NG AS A VOLUNTEER PURSUANT TO ANY PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED BY THE
OFFICE UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CREDI TED FOR MORE
THAN TEN HOURS OF VOLUNTEER SERVI CE UNDER THI S PROGRAM PER W\EEK.

S 219-B. VOLUNTEERS OR DESIGNATED ELDERLY BENEFICI ARIES NEEDI NG
RESPI TE ASSI STANCE TO RECEI VE, WHEN, QUALI FI CATI ONS; PAI D ASSI STANCE. AT
SUCH TIME AS AN ELDERLY PERSON WHO HAS DONE VOLUNTEER WORK UNDER THE
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED UNDER SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED NI NETEEN-A OF THIS TI TLE,
OR THE DESI GNATED BENEFI Cl ARY, SHALL NEED ASSI STANCE HI MSELF, HE SHALL
SO NOTI FY THE OFFI CE AND, | F THE OFFI CE SHALL DETERM NE THAT SUCH PERSON
IS IN FACT I N NEED OF SUCH ASSI STANCE, WHI CH NEED SHALL NOT BE BASED ON

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FI NANCI AL NEED BUT ON THE SOCI AL AND MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON OF THE PERSON I N
QUESTI ON, SUCH PERSON SHALL RECEI VE THE ASSI STANCE OF A VOLUNTEER. | F NO
VOLUNTEER | S AVAI LABLE TO ASSI ST A PERSON ENTI TLED TO ASSI STANCE UNDER
THI'S SECTION BECAUSE OF H'S OR HER PARTI Cl PATI ON AS A VOLUNTEER I N THE
PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED UNDER SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED NI NETEEN-A OF THIS TI TLE,
AND SUCH UNAVAI LABI LI TY HAS BEEN VERI FI ED BY THE OFFI CE, THE OFFI CE OR
AN AGENCY APPROVED BY THE OFFI CE, MAY OBTAIN PAID ASSI STANCE FOR SUCH
PERSON. SUCH PAI D ASSI STANCE SHALL BE AT A RATE WHICH | S NO HI GHER THAN
THE PREVAI LI NG REI MBURSABLE RATE ESTABLI SHED BY THE STATE FOR A UNIT OF
| N HOVE SERVI CES. THE COST OF SUCH PAI D ASSI STANCE SHALL BE PAI D BY THE
STATE | F THE PERSON | N QUESTION | S NOT ELI G BLE FOR MEDI CAl D FROM FUNDS
APPROPRI ATED THEREFOR.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



