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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 1758 A. 1790
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
January 12, 2011

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Education

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A THH ELE -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the consolidation of
school districts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 1509-a
to read as foll ows:

S 1509- A, SCHOCOL DI STRI CT CONSCLI DATION. 1. THE DEPARTMENT |S HEREBY
AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO CONDUCT A STUDY TO | DENTI FY SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS
W TH N THE STATE THAT MAY BENEFI T FROM CONSOLI DATION WTH ONE OR MORE
SCHOOL DI STRICT. THE STUDY SHALL BE LIMTED I N SCOPE TO | NCLUDE EACH
SCHOOL DI STRICT WTHI N THE STATE W TH ONE THOUSAND STUDENTS OR LESS AND
ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT EITHER (1) SHARES A COVMON BORDER W TH SUCH
DI STRICT; OR (2) HAS AN EXI STI NG CONTRACT TO EDUCATE SOVE OR ALL OF THE
STUDENTS OF SUCH DI STRICT W TH ONE THOUSAND STUDENTS OR LESS. CRITERI A
USED TO DETERM NE VWHI CH SCHOOL DI STRI CTS SHALL BE CONSI DERED FOR CONSCL-
| DATI ON SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
| SSUE A REPORT BASED ON THE FI NDI NGS OF SUCH STUDY WHI CH SHALL CLEARLY
| DENTI FY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS THAT THE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDS FOR CONSCL-
| DATI ON.

2. THE REPORT | SSUED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
BE COVPLETED W THI N SI X MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON
SUCH REPORT SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR REVI EWBY THE PUBLIC AND SHALL
BE POSTED ON THE DEPARTMENT' S | NTERNET WEB PAGE.

3. EACH PROPOSED CONSOLI DATI ON | DENTI FI ED I N THE REPORT RECOMMENDED BY
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE THE SUBJECT OF PUBLI C HEARI NGS | N A MANNER TO BE
DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT. A HEARI NG SHALL BE HELD I N EACH SCHOOL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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DI STRICT WHICH | S PROPOSED TO BE PART OF A CONSCLI DATION. WTHIN THI RTY
DAYS AFTER THE COWPLETI ON OF SUCH PUBLI C HEARI NGS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
PUBLI SH A FI NAL LI ST OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS THAT THE DEPARTMENT RECOMVENDS
FOR CONSCLI DATI ON. SUCH LI ST SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR REVI EW BY THE
PUBLI C AND SHALL BE POSTED ON THE DEPARTMENT' S | NTERNET WEB PAGE.

4. EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT IDENTIFIED IN THE LIST DIRECTED TO BE MADE
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH A CI Tl ZEN
ADVI SORY COW TTEE. THE MEMBERSH P OF EACH CITlIZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEE
SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED I N A MANNER TO BE DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTNMENT.

5. THE DEPARTMENT | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO CONDUCT A STUDY
FOR EACH PROPOSED CONSOLI DATI ON SET FORTH I N THE LI ST PURSUANT TO SUBDI -
VISION THREE OF THI S SECTI ON ON THE FEASI BI LI TY OF THE CONSCLI DATI ON OF
SUCH DI STRI CTS. EACH FEASI BI LI TY STUDY SHALL BE CONDUCTED | N CONJUNCTI ON
AND COOPERATI ON W TH THE LOCAL CI Tl ZEN ADVI SORY COVMM TTEE. THE DEPART-
MENT SHALL | SSUE A REPORT FOR EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT BASED ON THE FI NDI NGS
OF EACH SUCH FEASI BI LI TY STUDY W THI N NI NETY DAYS AFTER THE PUBLI CATI ON
OF THE LI ST PREPARED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON. EACH
REPORT SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR REVI EW BY THE COVMUNI TY | N WH CH SUCH
SCHOOL DI STRICT IS LOCATED AND SHALL BE POSTED ON THE DEPARTMENT' S
| NTERNET WEB PAGE.

6. UPON COWPLETI ON OF EACH FEASI BI LI TY STUDY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED
TO BE MADE PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION FIVE OF TH' S SECTION, EACH SCHOOL
DI STRICT SHALL CONDUCT PUBLI C HEARINGS | N A MANNER TO BE DETERM NED BY
THE DEPARTMENT. UPON THE COWVPLETI ON OF SUCH PUBLIC HEARINGS A PUBLIC
REFERENDUM TO APPROVE OR DI SAPPROVE SUCH CONSOLI DATI ON SHALL BE SUBM T-
TED TO THE ELIGBLE VOTERS RESIDING IN THE CONSCOLIDATI NG SCHOOL
DI STRICTS. A MAJORITY VOTE OF EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT PROPCSED FOR CONSCL-
| DATI ON SHALL BE REQUI RED TO EFFECTUATE THE PROPOSED CONSOLI DATI ON.

7. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW EACH SCHOCOL DI STRI CT
CONSOLI DATED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL RECEIVE AN ADDI TI ONAL TEN
PERCENT OF STATE Al D FOR TWENTY YEARS FOLLOW NG SUCH CONSCOLI DATI ON.  SUCH
ADDI TIONAL STATE AID SHALL BE CALCULATED USI NG THE HI GHEST STATE AID
RATI O OF THE CONSOLI DATI NG SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS.

8. ADDI TI ONAL STATE Al D GRANTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI' S
SECTION SHALL BE USED SOLELY FOR THE COSTS OF THE CONSOLI DATI ON AND
REORGANI ZATI ON OF SUCH DI STRICT, TO I MPROVE THE QUALITY OF EDUCATI ON
WTH N THE CONSOLI DATED SCHOOL DI STRICT OR TO REDUCE TAXES. NO SUCH
ADDI TI ONAL STATE Al D SHALL BE USED TO | NCREASE SALARI ES OR BENEFI TS OF
SCHOOL DI STRI CT ADM NI STRATORS, TEACHERS AND STAFF.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



