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I N SENATE
January 7, 2011

Introduced by Sen. LITTLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anmendnent to section 1 of article 14 of the constitution,
inrelation to the managenent and use of the |lands of the state forest
preserve

Section 1. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That section 1 of arti-
cle 14 of the constitution be anmended to read as foll ows:

Section 1. The lands of the state, now owned or hereafter acquired,
constituting the forest preserve as now fixed by law, shall be forever
kept as wild forest |ands. They shall not be |eased, sold or exchanged,
or be taken by any corporation, public or private, nor shall the tinber
t hereon be sold, renoved or destroyed.

NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVISION OF THIS SECTION, THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON, OR ANY OTHER STATE DEPARTMENT
OR AGENCY WHI CH SUCCEEDS TO THE POAERS, DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON RELATI NG TO THE MANAGEMENT AND
REGULATI ON OF THE FOREST PRESERVE, SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO
ESTABLI SH UPON ANY LANDS OF THE STATE ACQUI RED ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF THI S PARAGRAPH CONSTI TUTI NG A PORTI ON OF THE FOREST PRESERVE, A
REASONABLE NUMBER OF FOREST PRESERVE MANAGEMENT AREAS. THE STATE, ACTI NG
BY AND THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATION OR SUCH
SUCCESSOR DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY THERETO, MAY CUT, SELL AND CONTRACT FOR
THE SALE AND REMOVAL OF Tl MBER UPON SUCH LANDS CONSISTENT WTH SUCH
PROVISIONS OF LAW AS THE LEQ SLATURE SHALL ENACT RELATI NG THERETO.
FURTHERMORE, MOTORI ZED EQUI PMENT SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO BE USED UPON
SUCH LANDS, AND ROADS MAY BE CONSTRUCTED THEREON FOR THE PURPOSES OF
| MPLEMENTI NG THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S PARAGRAPH. Not hi ng herein contained
shall prevent the state fromconstructing, conpleting and maintaining
any hi ghway heretofore specifically authorized by constitutional anend-
ment, nor from constructing and maintaining to federal standards federa
aid interstate highway route five hundred two froma point in the vicin-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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LBD89059- 01- 1



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1499 2

ity of the city of Aens Falls, thence northerly to the vicinity of the
vill ages of Lake George and Warrensburg, the ham ets of South Horicon
and Pottersville and thence northerly in a generally straight |ine on
the west side of Schroon Lake to the vicinity of the ham et of Schroon,
then continuing northerly to the wvicinity of Schroon Falls, Schroon
River and North Hudson, and to the east of Makom s Mountain, east of the
ham et of New Russia, east of the village of Elizabethtown and conti nu-
ing northerly in the vicinity of the ham et of Towers Forge, and east of
Poke- O- Mbonshi ne Mountain and continuing northerly to the wvicinity of
the village of Keeseville and the city of Plattsburgh, all of the afore-
said taking not to exceed a total of three hundred acres of state forest
preserve | and, nor from constructing and mai ntaining not nore than twen-
ty-five mles of ski trails thirty to two hundred feet w de, together
wi th appurtenances thereto, provided that no nore than five mles of
such trails shall be in excess of one hundred twenty feet wi de, on the
north, east and northwest slopes of Whiteface Mountain in Essex county,
nor from constructing and nmai ntaining not nore than twenty-five mles of
ski trails thirty to two hundred feet w de, together with appurtenances
thereto, provided that no nore than two miles of such trails shall be in
excess of one hundred twenty feet wi de, on the slopes of Bell eayre Mun-
tain in Uster and Del aware counties and not nore than forty mles of
ski trails thirty to two hundred feet w de, together with appurtenances
thereto, provided that no nore than eight mles of such trails shall be
in excess of one hundred twenty feet wi de, on the slopes of Gore and
Pete Gay nountains in Warren county, nor fromrelocating, reconstructing
and maintaining a total of not nore than fifty mles of existing state
hi ghways for the purpose of elimnating the hazards of dangerous curves
and grades, provided a total of no nore than four hundred acres of
forest preserve land shall be used for such purpose and that no single
rel ocated portion of any highway shall exceed one nile in Ilength.
Notwi t hstanding the foregoing provisions, the state may convey to the
vill age of Saranac Lake ten acres of forest preserve land adjacent to
the boundaries of such village for public use in providing for refuse
di sposal and in exchange therefore the village of Saranac Lake shal

convey to the state thirty acres of certain true forest |and owned by
such village on Roaring Brook in the northern half of Lot 113, Township
11, Richards Survey. Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions, the state
may convey to the town of Arietta twenty-eight acres of forest preserve
and wi thin such town for public use in providing for the extension of
the runway and landing strip of the Piseco airport and in exchange
therefor the town of Arietta shall convey to the state thirty acres of
certain |and owned by such town in the town of Arietta. Notw thstanding
the foregoing provisions and subject to legislative approval of the
tracts to be exchanged prior to the actual transfer of title, the state,
in order to consolidate its land holdings for better nmanagenent, my
convey to International Paper Conpany approxi mtely eight thousand five
hundred acres of forest preserve land |located in townships two and three
of Totten and Crossfield s Purchase and township nine of the Mose River
Tract, Hanmilton county, and in exchange therefore International Paper
Conmpany shall convey to the state for incorporation into the forest
preserve approximately the sane nunber of acres of |and |ocated within
such townshi ps and such County on condition that the |egislature shal

deternmine that the lands to be received by the state are at |east equa
in value to the lands to be conveyed by the state. Notw thstanding the
foregoing provisions and subject to |egislative approval of the tracts
to be exchanged prior to the actual transfer of title and the conditions



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1499 3

herein set forth, the state, in order to facilitate the preservation of
historic buildings listed on the national register of historic places by
rejoining an historic grouping of buildings under unitary ownership and
stewardship, nay convey to Saganore Institute Inc., a not-for-profit
educati onal organization, approximately ten acres of land and buil di ngs
thereon adjoining the real property of the Saganore Institute, Inc. and

| ocat ed on Saganore Road, near Raquette Lake Village, in the Town of
Long Lake, county of Hamilton, and in exchange therefor; Saganore Insti-
tute, 1Inc. shall convey to the state for incorporation into the forest

preserve approxi mately two hundred acres of wld forest Iand |ocated
within the Adirondack Park on condition that the |egislature shal
deternmine that the lands to be received by the state are at |east equa
in value to the | ands and buil dings to be conveyed by the state and t hat
the natural and historic character of the |ands and buil di ngs conveyed
by the state will be secured by appropriate covenants and restrictions
and that the lands and buil dings conveyed by the state will reasonably
be available for public visits according to agreenent between Saganore
Institute, Inc. and the state. Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions
the state may convey to the town of Arietta fifty acres of forest
preserve |and within such towm for public wuse in providing for the
extension of the runway and Ilanding strip of the Piseco airport and
provi ding for the maintenance of a clear zone around such runway, and in
exchange therefor, the town of Arietta shall convey to the state fifty-
three acres of true forest land located in ot 2 towship 2 Totten and
Crossfield s Purchase in the town of Lake Pl easant.

Not wi t hst andi ng the foregoing provisions and subject to |I|egislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, the state nay convey to the
town of Keene, Essex county, for public use as a cenmetery owned by such
town, approximately twelve acres of forest preserve land within such
town and, in exchange therefor, the town of Keene shall convey to the
state for incorporation into the forest preserve approxinmately one
hundred forty-four acres of land, together with an easenment over |[|and
owned by such town including the riverbed adjacent to the |land to be
conveyed to the state that will restrict further devel opnent of such
| and, on condition that the legislature shall deternmine that the proper-
ty to be received by the state is at |east equal in value to the land to
be conveyed by the state.

Notwi t hstanding the foregoing provisions and subject to |egislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, because there is no viable
alternative to wusing forest preserve lands for the siting of drinking
wat er wells and necessary appurtenances and because such wells are
necessary to neet drinking water quality standards, the state may convey
to the town of Long Lake, Ham Iton county, one acre of forest preserve
and within such town for public use as the site of such drinking water
wel I s and necessary appurtenances for the nunicipal water supply for the
haml et of Raquette Lake. |In exchange therefor, the town of Long Lake
shall convey to the state at least twelve acres of land located in
Ham |ton county for incorporation into the forest preserve that the
| egi sl ature shall determine is at |least equal in value to the land to be
conveyed by the state. The Raquette Lake surface reservoir shall be
abandoned as a drinking water supply source.

Notwi t hstanding the foregoing provisions and subject to |egislative
approval prior to actual transfer of title, the state may convey to
National Gid up to six acres adjoining State Route 56 in St. Law ence
County where it passes through Forest Preserve in Township 5, Lots 1, 2,
5 and 6 that is necessary and appropriate for National Gid to construct
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a new 46kV power line and in exchange therefore National Gid shal
convey to the state for incorporation into the forest preserve at | east
10 acres of forest land owned by National Gid in St. Lawence county,
on condition that the legislature shall determ ne that the property to
be received by the state is at |east equal in value to the | and conveyed
by the state.

S 2. Resolved (if the Assenbly concur), That the foregoing anendnent
be referred to the first regular |egislative session convening after the
next succeeding general election of nmenbers of the assenbly and, in
conformty with section 1 of article 19 of the <constitution, be
publ i shed for 3 nonths previous to the time of such el ection.



