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STATE OF NEW YORK

1492
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 7, 2011

Introduced by Sen. LITTLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the town law, in relation to authorizing a town to
establish and operate a town fire depart nent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The town law is anmended by adding a new article 10-A to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 10-A
FI RE DEPARTNMENT

SECTI ON 160. ESTABLI SHVMENT OF TOMN FI RE DEPARTMENT.
161. PONERS OF TOWN BOARD
162. RULES AND REGULATI ONS.
163. ORGANI ZATI ON OF COVPANI ES.
164. VOLUNTEER MEMBERS OF TOWN FI RE COVPANI ES.
165. | NCORPORATI ON OF FI RE DEPARTMENT.
166. ELECTI ON OF COVPANY OFFI CERS AND DELEGATES.
167. CH EF AND ASSI STANT CHI EFS.

S 160. ESTABLI SHVENT OF TOW FI RE DEPARTMENT. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE
PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE ELEVEN OF THI S CHAPTER OR ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF
LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE TOWN BOARD OF ANY TOWN, VWH CH DCES NOT HAVE A
FI RE DI STRI CT, MAY ESTABLI SH AND OPERATE A TOWN FI RE DEPARTMENT.

S 161. PONERS OF TOWN BOARD. THE TOWN BOARD OF A TOM:

1. HAS THE CARE, CUSTCDY AND CONTRCL OF ALL TOMW PROPERTY OF THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT.

2. MAY PURCHASE SUCH EQUI PMENT AS IS SU TABLE AND NECESSARY TO PREVENT
AND EXTINGU SH FIRES WTH N THE TOAMN, OR FOR THE PURPOSES OF ANY EMER-
GENCY AND FI RST Al D SQUAD ORGANI ZED W THIN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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UNI FORMS FOR ALL ACTI VE MEMBERS OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT AND KEEP THE SAME
N GOOD CONDI TI ON AND REPAI R.

3. MAY ERECT AND MAINTAIN SU TABLE AND NECESSARY BUI LDI NGS FOR THE
FI RE DEPARTIMENT.

4. NMAY CONSTRUCT AND NMAI NTAI N RESERVAO RS AND Cl STERNS AND SUPPLY THEM
W TH WATER FOR USE AT FI RES.

5. MAY ADOPT RULES FOR THE ADM SSI ON, SUSPENSI ON, REMOVAL AND DI SCi -
PLI NE OF THE MEMBERS, OFFI CERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT, NAY
PRESCRI BE THEI R POAERS AND DUTI ES, AND FI X THEI R COVPENSATI ON NOT | NCON-
SI STENT WTH TH S ARTI CLE.

6. MAY ADOPT RULES AND REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG FI RE COMPANI ES AND FI RE
DEPARTMENTS, PRESCRIBING THE DUTIES OF THE MEMBERS THEREOF, AND NAY
ENFORCE DI SCl PLI NE AND PROVI DE FOR PUBLIC DRILLS, PARADES, FUNERALS,
I NSPECTI ONS AND REVIEWS OF THE TOM FI RE DEPARTMENT, OR ANY COVPANY OR
UNIT THERECF, WTH N THE TOAWN OR AT OTHER PLACES WTHI N THE STATE, ANY
ADJO NING STATE OR |IN CANADA. SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS SHALL NOT
AUTHORI ZE ANY MEMBER OF THE TOMWN BOARD TO | NTERFERE W TH THE DUTIES OF
THE FIRE CH EF OR THE ASSI STANT FI RE CH EF AT SUCH TI MES AS THE FI RE
DEPARTMENT OR ANY COVPANY OR SQUAD THERECF |'S ON DUTY.

7. NMAY APPAO NT PERSONS OTHER THAN MEMBERS OR OFFI CERS OF THE DEPART-
MENT TO TAKE CHARGE OF TOWN PROPERTY, AND MAY FI X THEI R COVPENSATI ON.

8. MAY EMPLOY DUTY OR "CALL MEN', TO SERVE ON A PART-TI ME BASI S VWHEN
NECESSARY, AND FI X THEI R DUTI ES AND COVPENSATI ON. SUCH PART-TIME PAID
FIREFI GHTER I N THE EVENT OF | NJURY SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO THE APPLI CABLE
BENEFI TS PROVI DED FOR SUCH PART-TI ME PAI D FI REFI GHTER UNDER SECTI ON TWO
HUNDRED SEVEN-A OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW AND I N THE EVENT OF | NJURY
OR DEATH SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO THE APPLI CABLE BENEFI TS, | F ANY, PROVI DED
FOR SUCH PART-TIME PAID FIREFIGHTER UNDER THE RETI REMENT AND SCOCI AL
SECURI TY LAW AND THE WORKERS' COWPENSATI ON LAW PERSONS WHO ARE VOLUN-
TEER MEMBERS OF THE TOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT MAY BE EMPLOYED AS SUCH
PART-TI ME PAI D FI REFI GHTER, BUT I N THE EVENT OF | NJURY, DEATH, DI SEASE
OR | NFECTI ON, RESULTI NG FROM SERVI CES PERFORMED IN LI NE OF DUTY AS SUCH
PART-TI ME PAI D FI REFI GHTER THEY SHALL NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY OF THE
BENEFI TS PROVI DED FOR VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS UNDER THE VOLUNTEER FI RE-
FI GHTERS' BENEFI T LAW OR UNDER ANY POLI CY OF BLANKET ACCI DENT | NSURANCE
PURCHASED BY THE TOMN OR PURCHASED BY THE FI RE DEPARTMENT TO COVER ONLY
VOLUNTEER MEMBERS OF SUCH DEPARTMENT.

9. MAY INQU RE INTO THE CAUSE AND ORIA N OF FI RES OCCURRI NG I N THE
TOMN AND MAY TAKE TESTI MONY | N RELATI ON THERETO.

10. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SIONS OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, A
TOMN MAY | NCLUDE AS PART OF | TS BUDGET AN APPROPRI ATI ON TO FUND AN ANNU-
AL FI REFI GHTERS' | NSPECTI ON- DI NNER  FOR EACH FI RE COMPANY W THI N THE
TOWN.

S 162. RULES AND REGULATI ONS. THE TOMN BOARD MAY ADOPT RULES AND REGU-
LATI ONS FOR THE FOLLOWN NG PURPGCSES:

1. TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE THE TOWN PROPERTY AND APPARATUS OF THE FI RE
DEPARTMENT.

2. TO PREVENT DANCGER FROM FI RES AND TO PROTECT PROPERTY EXPOSED TO
DESTRUCTI ON OR | NJURY BY FI RE.

3. TO PROVIDE FOR PULLI NG DOAN, BLOW NG UP AND THE REMOVAL OF BUI LD-
I NGS AND PROPERTY TO ARREST THE PROGRESS OF FIRES OR EXTINGU SH THE
SAME.

4. TO PROVIDE FOR THE | NSTALLATI ON OF YARD HYDRANT SYSTEMS CONNECTED
W TH THE PUBLI C WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM | N ACCESSI BLE LOCATIONS ON PRI VATE
PROPERTY FOR THE PROTECTION OF MULTI PLE RESI DENCES ENUMERATED I N THE
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MULTI PLE RESI DENCE LAWVWHERE THE PCSSI BI LI TY OF A SERI OUS FI RE HAZARD | S
DETERM NED BY THE BOARD TO EXI ST.

S 163. ORGANIZATION OF COWAN ES. THE TOAN BOARD MAY ORGANI ZE AND
MAI NTAI N FI RE, HOSE, PROTECTI VE AND HOOK AND LADDER COMPANI ES, WHENEVER
IN ITS JUDGVENT THE PUBLIC I NTERESTS REQUI RE. THE TOWN BOARD MAY, BY
RESCLUTI ON, CONSENT TO THE | NCORPORATION OF ANY O THE COWAN ES SO
ORGANI ZED BY THEM OR MAY, BY LI KE APPROVAL, CONSENT TO THE | NCORPO-
RATI ON OR THE ORGANI ZATI ON W THOUT | NCORPORATI ON OF AS NMANY COMPANI ES
VOLUNTARI LY ORGANI ZED | N SUCH TOMN AS MAY BE DEEMED NECESSARY.

S 164. VOLUNTEER MEMBERS OF TOM FI RE COWAN ES. 1. THE VOLUNTEER
MEMBERS OF A FI RE COVWPANY SHALL BE ELECTED AND APPO NTED AS PROVIDED IN
TH S SECTI ON.

2. THE TOMN BOARD SHALL APPO NT RESI DENTS OF THE TOMN AS THE VOLUNTEER
MEMBERS OF ANY NEWY ORGANI ZED FI RE COVPANY. THEREAFTER, THE FI RE
COVMPANY MAY ELECT OTHER ELI G BLE PERSONS, | NCLUDING TOM OFFI CERS, AS
VOLUNTEER MEMBERS. THE ELECTION SHALL BE PURSUANT TO THE BY-LAWS, |F
ANY, OF THE FI RE COWPANY; OTHERW SE, BY A THREE-FOURTHS VOIE OF THE
MEMBERS OF THE FI RE COVPANY PRESENT AND VOTI NG AT A REGULAR OR SPECI AL
VEETI NG THEREOF. THE MEMBERSHI P OF ANY PERSON SO ELECTED SHALL BECQOVE
EFFECTI VE WHEN APPROVED BY RESCOLUTI ON OF THE TOAN BOARD. MEMBERSHI P
SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN APPROVED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBDI VISION | N
THE EVENT THAT NO ACTION IS TAKEN BY THE TOMN BOARD, ElI THER APPROVI NG OR
DI SAPPROVI NG WTH N FORTY DAYS AFTER SERVICE OF WRITTEN NOTI CE OF
ELECTI ON TO MEMBERSH P SHALL HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE SECRETARY OF THE FI RE
COVPANY UPON THE TOWN CLERK, ElI THER PERSONALLY OR BY MNAI L.

3. ANY PERSON ELECTED TO MEMBERSH P AS A VOLUNTEER MEMBER AS A FIRE
COMPANY SHALL BE A RESI DENT OF THE TOWN, EXCEPT AS OTIHERW SE PROVI DED | N
SUBDI VI SION SI X OF THI S SECTI ON.

4. THE MEMBERSH P OF A VOLUNTEER MEMBER OF A FI RE COVPANY SHALL TERM -
NATE WHEN HE OR SHE CEASES TO BE A RESIDENT OF THE TOAW, EXCEPT AS
OTHERW SE PROVI DED | N SUBDI VI SI ON FI VE OF THI S SECTI ON.

5. ANY FI RE COVPANY MAY AUTHORI ZE THE CONTINUED MEMBERSH P OF ANY
VOLUNTEER MEMBER VWHERE SUCH MEMBER NOTI FI ES THE SECRETARY OF H S OR HER
FI RE COVPANY (A) THAT HE OR SHE PLANS TO CHANGE H' S OR HER RESI DENCE TO
TERRITORY VH CH IS NOT IN THE TOANN, OR ANY FI RE COMPANY THERECF, PURSU-
ANT TO A CONTRACT FOR FI RE PROTECTI ON, AND (B) THAT BY REASON OF HHS OR
HER RESIDENCE IN THE VICINITY OR HH'S OR HER USUAL OCCUPATI ON HE OR SHE
W LL BE AVAI LABLE TO RENDER ACTI VE SERVI CE AS A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER I N
THE TOMN. SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ON SHALL BE PURSUANT TO THE BY-LAWS, | F ANY,
O THE FIRE COWANY OF VWHCH HE OR SHE IS A MEMBER, OTHERW SE BY A
THREE- FOURTHS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS OF SUCH FIRE COMPANY PRESENT AND
VOTI NG AT A REGULAR OR SPECI AL MEETI NG THERECOF. SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ON SHALL
NOT BECOVE EFFECTIVE UNLESS APPROVED BY RESOLUTI ON OF THE TOMWN BQOARD.
SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ON SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN APPROVED PURSUANT TO
TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON I N THE EVENT THAT NO ACTION IS TAKEN BY THE TOM BOARD,
El THER APPROVI NG OR DI SAPPROVING W TH N FORTY DAYS AFTER SERVI CE OF
VWRI TTEN NOTI CE OF SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ON SHALL HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE SECRE-
TARY OF THE FIRE COVPANY UPON THE TOMN CLERK, ElI THER PERSONALLY OR BY
MAI L. ANY MEMBERSHI P CONTI NUED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SUBDI -
VI SI ON SHALL TERM NATE WHEN THE MEMBER CANNOT MEET ElI THER THE REQUI RE-
MENTS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION OR THE RESI DENCE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ON
THREE OF TH S SECTI ON. IN THE CASE OF A TOMW WH CH ADJO NS ANOTHER
STATE, THE TERM "VICINITY", AS USED IN TH S SUBDI VI SI ON, | NCLUDES TERRI -
TORY IN TH S STATE AND TERRI TORY I N THE ADJO NI NG STATE.

6. A PERSON VHO CANNOT MEET THE RESI DENCE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ON
THREE OF THI S SECTI ON MAY BE ELECTED TO MEMBERSHI P AS A VOLUNTEER MEMBER
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OF ANY FI RE COVWPANY OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT |F BY REASON OF H' S OR HER
RESIDENCE IN THE VICCNITY OR H'S OR HER USUAL OCCUPATI ON HE OR SHE WLL
BE AVAI LABLE TO RENDER ACTI VE SERVI CE AS A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER I N THE
TOWN. SUCH ELECTI ON SHALL BE PURSUANT TO THE BY-LAWS, | F ANY, OF THE
FI RE COVWPANY; OTHERW SE BY A THREE- FOURTHS VOTE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE
FI RE COVPANY PRESENT AND VOTI NG AT A REGULAR OR SPECI AL MEETI NG THERECF.
THE MEMBERSH P OF ANY PERSON SO ELECTED SHALL NOT BECOVE EFFECTI VE
UNLESS APPROVED BY RESOLUTI ON OF THE TOWN BOARD. MEMBERSH P SHALL BE
DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN APPROVED PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON | N THE EVENT
THAT NO ACTION | S TAKEN BY THE TOAN BOARD, ElI THER APPROVI NG OR DI SAP-
PROVI NG W THI N SEVENTY DAYS AFTER SERVI CE OF WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF ELECTI ON
TO MEMBERSH P SHALL HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE SECRETARY OF THE FI RE COVPANY
UPON THE TOWN CLERK, EI THER PERSONALLY OR BY MAIL. THE MEMBERSH P OF ANY
VOLUNTEER MEMBER ELECTED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL TERM NATE WHEN THE MEMBER CANNOT MEET ElI THER THE REQUI REMENTS OF
TH'S SUBDI VI S| ON OR THE RESI DENCE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SION THREE OF
TH'S SECTI ON. IN THE CASE OF A TOWN WH CH ADJO NS ANOTHER STATE, THE
TERM "VICINITY", AS USED IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, | NCLUDES TERRI TORY IN TH S
STATE AND TERRI TORY I N THE ADJO NI NG STATE.

7. THE MEMBERSH P OF ANY VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER SHALL NOT BE CONTI NUED
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VISION FI'VE OF TH' S SECTI ON, AND PERSONS SHALL NOT BE
ELECTED TO MEMBERSHI P PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION SI X OF TH'S SECTION, |F,
BY SO DA NG THE PERCENTAGE OF SUCH NON- RESI DENT MEMBERS I N THE FI RE
COMPANY WOULD EXCEED FORTY-FI VE PER CENTUM OF THE ACTUAL MEMBERSHI P OF
THE FI RE COVPANY.

8. THE TOMWN BQOARD, BY RESOLUTI ON MAY RESTRI CT THE MEMBERSH P OF VOLUN-
TEER MEMBERS I N ANY OR ALL OF THE FI RE COVWANI ES OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT
TO RESI DENTS OF THE TOWN.

9. NON- RESI DENTS WHOSE VOLUNTEER MEMBERSHI PS HAVE BEEN CONTI NUED OR
AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION FIVE OR SI X OF TH S SECTI ON, SHALL
HAVE ALL THE PONERS, DUTIES, |IMMUNITIES, AND PRIVILEGES OF RESIDENT
VOLUNTEER MEMBERS, EXCEPT (1) NON RESIDENTS OF THE STATE MAY NOT BE
APPO NTED OR ELECTED TO ANY OFFI CE IN THE FI RE COVWPANY OR FI RE DEPART-
MENT, AND (2) A NON RESIDENT OF THI' S STATE WHOSE MEMBERSH P HAS BEEN
CONTI NUED PURSUANT TO SuBDI VI SI ON FI'VE OF THIS SECTION, OR A NON\- RESI -
DENT OF THI S STATE WHO WAS ELECTED TO MEMBERSHI P PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
SIX OF TH' S SECTI ON, SHALL NOT BE CONS|I DERED TO BE PERFORM NG ANY FI RE-
FI GHTER DUTY, OR TO BE ENGAGED | N ANY FI REFI GHTER ACTIVITY, AS A MEMBER
OF THE FIRE COVWANY WHI LE HE OR SHE | S QUTSI DE OF THI S STATE UNLESS AND
UNTIL HE OR SHE HAS FI RST REPORTED TO THE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER IN
COMWAND OF H'S OR HER FI RE DEPARTMENT, OR ANY COWMPANY, SQUAD OR OTHER
UNI T THERECF, ENGAGED OR TO BE ENGAGED | N RENDERI NG SERVI CE QUTSI DE THI S
STATE, OR HAS RECEI VED ORDERS OR AUTHCRI ZATI ON FROM AN OFFICER OF THE
FI RE DEPARTMENT OR FI RE COVPANY TO PARTI Cl PATE | N OR ATTEND AUTHORI ZED
ACTIVITIES QUTSIDE OF THI S STATE I N THE SAME MANNER AS RESI DENT MEMBERS
OF THE FI RE COVPANY.

10. A PERSON SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE TO VOLUNTEER MEMBERSHI P | N MCRE
THAN ONE FI RE COVMPANY AT ONE TI ME.

11. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE DEEMED TO AUTHORI ZE
THE ELECTI ON OF ANY PERSON AS A MEMBER OF A FI RE COVPANY OR THE CONTI N-
UANCE OF MEMBERSHI P IN A FI RE COVWANY AS PROVIDED IN THI S SECTION |IF
SUCH ELECTION OR CONTI NUANCE OF MEMBERSH P SHALL BE CONTRARY TO THE
BY- LAW5, RULES OR REGULATI ONS OF THE FI RE COVPANY OR OF THE FI RE DEPART-
MENT OF THE TOWN.

12. A TOAN MAY NOT ADOPT A LOCAL LAW CHANG NG, AMENDI NG OR SUPERSEDI NG
TH S SECTI ON.
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13. (A) I T SHALL BE AN UNLAWFUL DI SCRI M NATORY PRACTI CE FOR ANY VOLUN-
TEER FI RE DEPARTMENT OR FI RE COMPANY, THROUGH ANY MEMBER OR MEMBERS
THEREOF, OFFI CERS, TOW BOARD OR OTHER BODY OR OFFI CE HAVI NG POVNER OF
APPO NTMENT OF VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS | N ANY FIRE DEPARTMENT OR FIRE
COMPANY PURSUANT TO TH' S SECTION, BECAUSE OF THE RACE, CREED, COLOR,
NATI ONAL ORI G N, SEX OR MARI TAL STATUS OF ANY | NDI VI DUAL, TO EXCLUDE OR
TO EXPEL FROM | TS VOLUNTEER MEMBERSHI P SUCH | NDI VI DUAL, OR TO DI SCRI M -
NATE AGAI NST ANY OF | TS MEMBERS BECAUSE OF THE RACE, CREED, COLOR
NATI ONAL ORI G N, SEX OR MARI TAL STATUS OF SUCH VOLUNTEER MEMBERS.

(B) ANY PERSON CLAI M NG TO BE AGGRI EVED BY AN UNLAWFUL DI SCRI M NATORY
PRACTI CE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON MAY BY H MSELF OR HERSELF OR H'S OR
HER ATTORNEY AT LAW MAKE, SI GN AND FI LE WTH THE STATE DI VI S| ON OF HUVAN
RIGATS, A VER FIED COVPLAINT WH CH SHALL SET FORTH THE PARTI CULARS OF
THE ALLEGED UNLAWFUL DI SCRI M NATORY PRACTICE AND CONTAIN SUCH OTHER
| NFORVATION AS THE DI VISION OF HUVAN RI GHTS MAY REQUI RE. THE DI VI SI ON
SHALL THEREUPON CAUSE TO BE MADE AN | NVESTI GATI ON AND DI SPOSI TI ON OF THE
CHARGES PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE FI FTEEN OF THE EXECUTI VE
LAW

14. A PERSON VWHO HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF ARSON | N ANY DEGREE SHALL NOT
BE ELI G BLE TO BE ELECTED OR APPO NTED AS A VOLUNTEER MEMBER OF A FIRE
COVPANY. THE MEMBERSHI P OF ANY VOLUNTEER MEMBER OF A FI RE COVPANY SHALL
| MVEDI ATELY TERM NATE IF HE OR SHE IS CONVI CTED OF ARSON I N ANY DEGREE
VWH LE A MEMBER OF A FI RE COMPANY.

15. UPON APPLI CATI ON BY ANY PERSON FOR MEMBERSHI P I N A FI RE COVPANY
OPERATI NG PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE FIRE CH EF SHALL CAUSE THE
APPLI CANT' S BACKGROUND TO BE CHECKED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ElI GAT HUNDRED
THI RTY- SEVEN- O OF THE EXECUTI VE LAWFOR A CRIM NAL H STORY | NVOLVING A
CONVI CTI ON FOR ARSON.

S 165. | NCORPORATI ON OF FI RE DEPARTMENT. THE MEMBERS OF ALL THE FI RE,
HOSE, PROTECTI VE AND HOOK AND LADDER COVPANI ES OF A TOAWN, ORGANI ZED AND
MAI NTAI NED | N PURSUANCE OF LAW CONSTI TUTE A CORPORATI ON BY THE NAME OF
THE "FI RE DEPARTMENT OF.......... " THE TERM FI RE DEPARTMENT OF A TOW,
AS USED IN THI S CHAPTER, REFERS TO SUCH A CORPORATI ON.

S 166. ELECTION OF COWPANY OFFI CERS AND DELEGATES. EACH OF THE
SEVERAL COVWPANI ES WHOSE MEMBERS CONSTI TUTE THE FI RE DEPARTMENT OF THE
TOM SHALL HOLD AN ANNUAL MEETI NG ON THE FI RST TUESDAY IN APRIL I N EACH
YEAR. AT SUCH MEETI NG THE MEMBERS OF EACH COVPANY SHALL ELECT BY BALLOT
FROM THEI R OAN NUMBER A CAPTAI N AND A LI EUTENANT, AND SUCH FURTHER COFFI -
CERS |F ANY AS MAY BE PROVIDED FOR I N THE BY-LAWS OF THE COMPANY, WHO
MUST BE APPROVED BY THE TOAN, ONE WARDEN AND ONE DELEGATE TO THE GENERAL
CONVENTI ON OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT. THE TERMS OF OFFICE OF THE CAPTAIN
AND LI EUTENANT AND SUCH FURTHER OFFICERS |F ANY, AS ARE ELECTED AS
PROVIDED IN THI S SECTI ON, SHALL BE ONE YEAR, THE WARDENS TWD YEARS, AND
THE DELEGATES THREE YEARS, RESPECTI VELY, AND ANY VACANCI ES OCCURRI NG I N
ANY SUCH OFFI CES SHALL BE FILLED BY ELECTION IN LIKE MANNER AT THE
FIRST ANNUAL NMEETING AFTER TH' S ARTI CLE TAKES EFFECT TWO WARDENS AND
THREE DELEGATES SHALL BE ELECTED, THE WARDENS TO SERVE FOR ONE AND TWO
YEARS, RESPECTI VELY, AND THE DELEGATES FOR ONE, TWO AND THREE YEARS,
RESPECTI VELY. ANY PERSON VWHO HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF ARSON I N ANY DEGREE
SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE FOR ELECTI ON TO THE OFFI CE OF CAPTAI N, LI EUTENANT,
WARDEN, DELEGATE AND ANY OTHER OFFI CES PROVI DED FOR | N THE BY- LAWS OF
THE COVPANY. ANY CAPTAI N, LI EUTENANT, WARDEN, DELEGATE OR OTHER OFFI CER
OF THE COVMPANY VWHO | S CONVI CTED OF ARSON | N ANY DEGREE DURI NG H' S TERM
OF OFFI CE SHALL BE DI SQUALI FI ED FROM COVPLETI NG SUCH TERM OF OFFI CE.

S 167. CH EF AND ASSI STANT CHI EFS. THE CH EF AND THE FI RST AND SECOND
ASS| STANT CHI EFS AND SUCH ADDI TI ONAL ASSI STANT CHI EFS, |F ANY, AS MAY BE



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 1492 6

PROVIDED FOR IN THE BY-LAWS OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT SHALL EACH BE A
MEMBER THEREOF AND A RESI DENT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. | N ADDI TI ON, THE
TOM BOARD MAY, BY RESOLUTI ON, REQUI RE THAT ANY OR ALL OF SUCH FIRE
DEPARTMENT OFFI CERS SHALL BE RESIDENTS OF THE TOW. THE DELEGATES
ELECTED TO THE GENERAL CONVENTI ON OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT SHALL MEET AT
THE COUNCI L ROOM THERECF ON THE THURSDAY FOLLOW NG THE FI RST TUESDAY | N
APRI L AND NOM NATE A PERSON FOR EACH OF SUCH OFFI CES; BUT THE TOMN BOARD
MAY ADOPT A RULE REQUI RI NG ALL SUCH NOM NATI ONS TO BE MADE ON THAT DAY
BY A VOTE OF THE DULY QUALI FI ED MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT, | N WH CH CASE
THE MEETING OF THE DELEGATES | N GENERAL CONVENTI ON, AS PROVI DED FOR I N
THI S SECTI ON, SHALL BE DI SPENSED W TH. THE PERSON ACTI NG AS SECRETARY OF
SUCH CONVENTI ON SHALL FORTHW TH FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOAN CLERK A
CERTI FI CATE OF SUCH NOM NATIONS. THE TOW BOARD AT | TS NEXT MEETI NG
SHALL CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS AND APPO NT SUCH PERSONS TO THE OFFI CES
TO VWHICH THEY ARE RESPECTIVELY NOM NATED OR, |IF A NOM NATION IS NOT
APPROVED THE BOARD SHALL RECONVENE THE GENERAL CONVENTI ON, WH CH SHALL
SUBMT A NEW NOMNATION TO TAKE THE PLACE OF ANY NOM NATI ON NOT
APPROVED, WHI CH PROCEDURE SHALL CONTI NUE UNTIL A FULL SET OF OFFICERS I S
APPROVED. A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF ARSON I N ANY DEGREE SHALL
NOT BE ELI G BLE FOR NOM NATI ON, ELECTI ON OR APPO NTMENT TO THE OFFI CE OF
CH EF OR ASSISTANT CH EF. ANY FIRE CH EF OR ASSI STANT CHI EF WHO | S
CONVI CTED OF ARSON I N ANY DEGREE DURING H'S OR HER TERM OF OFFI CE SHALL
BE DI SQUALI FI ED FROM COVPLETI NG SUCH TERM OF OFFI CE.

NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF ANY GENERAL, SPECI AL OR LOCAL LAW
| NCONSI STENT WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THIS SECTION, ANY SUCH CH EF OR
ASS|I STANT CH EF OF A TOAWN FI RE DEPARTMENT NEED NOT BE A RESI DENT OF THE
TOM I N ORDER TO SERVE AS A MEMBER OF THE COUNCI L OF THE FI RE DEPARTMENT
OF THE TOWN PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE UNLESS THE TOM BOARD HAS, BY
RESCLUTION, AS PROVIDED IN TH'S SECTION, REQUI RED THAT ANY OR ALL OF
SUCH FI RE DEPARTMENT OFFI CERS SHALL BE RESI DENTS OF THE TOMN. EXCEPT AS
OTHERW SE PROVI DED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH, A PERSON SHALL NOT HOLD
THE OFFI CE OF TOWN SUPERVI SOR OR MEMBER OF THE TOMN BOARD AND THE OFFI CE
OF CHI EF OR ASSI STANT CHI EF OF A TOMN FI RE DEPARTMENT AT THE SAME TI ME.
A MEMBER OF THE TOAN BOARD WHO DCES NOT, EI THER AS AN | NDI VI DUAL OR AS A
MEMBER OF SUCH BOARD, APPO NT OR APPROVE THE APPO NTMENT OF THE CHI EF OR
ASS| STANT CH EF OF A TONN FI RE DEPARTMENT, MAY HOLD THE OFFI CE OF CHI EF
OR ASSI STANT CH EF AT THE SAME Tl ME. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT
PROVI SION OF LAW A PERSON WHO | S THE CHI EF OR AN ASSI STANT CHHEF OF A
TOM FIRE DEPARTMENT, |IF HE OR SHE |S OTHERW SE QUALI FI ED, MAY BE
ELECTED TO THE OFFI CE OF TOMN SUPERVI SOR OR MEMBER OF THE TOMN BOARD OR
MAY BE APPO NTED TO THE OFFI CE OF TOMN SUPERVI SOR OR MEMBER OF THE TOMN
BOARD TO FILL A VACANCY AND, IF HE OR SHE IS SO ELECTED OR APPQO NTED,
H S OR HER OFFI CE AS CHI EF OR ASSI STANT CHI EF, AS THE CASE MAY BE, SHALL
BECOVE VACANT UPON H'S OR HER TAKING H' S OR HER CATH OF OFFI CE AS TOMN
SUPERVI SOR OR MEMBER OF THE TOWN BQOARD.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



