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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by Sen. MAZIARZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
enacting the "aquatic nui sance species coalition participation act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 17 of the environnental conservation |aw is anended

by adding a newtitle 23 to read as fol |l ows:
TI TLE 23
AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES
CQALI TI ON PARTI Cl PATI ON ACT

SECTI ON 17-2301. SHORT TI TLE.

17-2303. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.

17-2305. DEFI NI TI ONS.

17-2307. PARTI Cl PATI ON | N GREAT LAKES AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES

CQALI TI ON; OTHER COOPERATI VE AND COORDI NATED EFFORTS.

S 17-2301. SHORT TI TLE.

TH'S TITLE SHALL BE KNOM AND MAY BE CI TED AS THE " AQUATI C NUI SANCE
SPECI ES COALI TI ON PARTI Cl PATI ON ACT. "

S 17-2303. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.

THE LEQ SLATURE FI NDS THAT AQUATI C NUl SANCE SPECI ES ALREADY | NTRODUCED
| NTO THE GREAT LAKES, PREDOM NANTLY THROUGH BALLAST WATER DI SCHARGES
FROM OCEAN- GO NG VESSELS, HAVE LED TO SI GNI FI CANT ECOLOG CAL AND ECONOW
IC | MPACTS. AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED ElI GHTY AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES ARE
ESTABLI SHED | N THE GREAT LAKES. SI NCE THE OPEN NG OF THE ST. LAVRENCE
SEAVWAY [N N NETEEN HUNDRED FIFTY-N NE, BALLAST WATER DI SCHARGES FROM
OCEAN- GO NG VESSELS HAVE BEEN | MPLI CATED | N MORE THAN TWO- THI RDS OF THE
| NTRODUCTI ONS OF NEW AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES | N THE GREAT LAKES.

THE LEQ SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT THE AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES | NTRO
DUCED | NTO THE GREAT LAKES, SUCH AS THE SEA LAMPREY, THE ZEBRA MJUSSEL,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE RUFFE, THE GOBY, AND THE SPI NY WATER FLEA, HAVE COWETED WTH AND
PREYED UPON NATIVE PLANTS, FISH AND W LDLIFE, RESULTI NG | N DRAVATI C
DECREASES | N POPULATI ON, COWROM SED SPECIES VI ABILITY, AND SERI QUS
ALTERATI ONS TO THE ECOSYSTEM THESE | MPACTS MAY BE | RREVERSI BLE.

THE LEG SLATURE FURTHER FINDS THAT AQUATIC NU SANCE SPECI ES HAVE
HARMED THE GREAT LAKES COMMERCI AL AND RECREATI ONAL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRI ES
AND DAVAGED WATER SUPPLY AND ENERGY PRODUCTI ON | NFRASTRUCTURE. THESE
DAVAGES HAVE RESULTED I'N BILLIONS OF DOLLARS OF ECONOM C DI SRUPTI ON,
I NCLUDI NG MORE THAN 1.5 BILLI ON DOLLARS EXPENDED TO ADDRESS THE | MPACTS
OF THE ZEBRA MJUSSEL | N THE GREAT LAKES BASI N.

THE LEQ SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT THE THREAT OF NEW | NTRODUCTI ONS OF
AQUATI C NU SANCE | NVASI VE SPECI ES | N THE GREAT LAKES |S REAL AND GROW
I NG | NTRODUCTI ON OF A NEW AQUATI C NU SANCE SPECIES ANYWHERE |IN THE
GREAT LAKES POSES A THREAT TO THE ENTI RE GREAT LAKES ECOSYSTEM | NCLUD-
I NG THE WATERS OF THE STATE.

THE LEGQ SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT | N TWO THOUSAND FI VE THE STATE OF
M CH GAN CREATED THE GREAT LAKES AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES COALI TION TO
BRI NG STATES TOGETHER TO COLLABORATI VELY DEVI SE CONSI STENT STATE REGJ
LATIONS TO NMNMANAGE AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES DI SCHARGED FROM OCEAN- GO NG
VESSELS' BALLAST WATER TO PROTECT THE GREAT LAKES BASI N.

THE LEGQ SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT BECAUSE ALL OCEAN-GO NG VESSELS
MUST PASS THROUGH NEW YORK STATE' S GREAT LAKES WATERS, REGARDLESS OF
WHETHER THEY STOP AT NEW YORK STATE PORTS, NEW YORK STATE CARRIES A
SI NGULAR OBLI GATI ON TO ACTI VELY PARTI Cl PATE | N THE GREAT LAKES AQUATI C
NUI SANCE SPECI ES COALI TI ON.

S 17-2305. DEFI NI TI ONS.

AS USED IN THI' S TI TLE:

1. "AQUATI C NU SANCE SPECI ES" MEANS A NON-I NDI GENOQUS SPECI ES, ElI THER
ALREADY ESTABLI SHED OR NOT YET ESTABLI SHED I N THE REG ON, THAT THREATENS
OR COULD THREATEN THE DIVERSITY OR ABUNDANCE OF NATI VE SPECI ES, THE
ECOLOG CAL STABI LI TY OF | NFESTED WATERS, CONSUMPTI VE USE OF THE | NFESTED
WATERS, OR COWMERCI AL, AGRI CULTURAL, AQUACULTURAL OR RECREATI ONAL ACTI V-
| TI ES DEPENDENT ON SUCH WATERS.

2. "BALLAST WATER' MEANS ANY WATER AND SUSPENDED MATTER TAKEN ON BOARD
A VESSEL TO CONTROL OR MAI NTAIN TRIM DRAUGHT, STABILITY, OR STRESSES OF
THE VESSEL, REGARDLESS OF HOWIT IS CARRI ED, | NCLUDI NG RESIDUAL WATER
AND SUSPENDED MATTER | N VESSELS DECLARI NG NO BALLAST ON BOARD.

3. "GREAT LAKES" MEANS LAKE ONTARI O, LAKE ERIE, LAKE HURON (| NCLUDI NG
LAKE ST. CLAIR), LAKE M CH GAN, LAKE SUPERI OR, AND THE CONNECTI NG CHAN-
NELS (SAINT MARY'S RIVER, SAINT CLAIR RIVER, DETRO T RI VER, N AGARA
Rl VER, AND SAI NT LAWRENCE RI VER TO THE CANADI AN BORDER), AND | NCLUDES
ALL OTHER BODIES OF WATER W THI N THE DRAI NAGE BASI N OF SUCH LAKES AND
CONNECTI NG CHANNELS.

4. "NON-I NDI GENOUS SPECI ES" MEANS ANY SPECI ES OR OTHER VI ABLE Bl OLOG
| CAL MATERI AL THAT ENTERS AN ECOSYSTEM BEYOND | TS H STORI C RANGE,
I NCLUDI NG ANY SUCH ORGANI SM TRANSFERRED FROM ONE COUNTRY | NTO ANOTHER.

S 17-2307. PARTI Cl PATI ON I N GREAT LAKES AQUATI C NU SANCE SPECI ES COALI -
TI ON; OTHER COOPERATI VE AND COORDI NATED EFFORTS.

1. THE DEPARTMENT |S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO PARTI Cl PATE I N THE
GREAT LAKES AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECIES COALITION AS ORGANIZED BY THE
M CH GAN DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL QUALI TY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVI SI NG
BASI N-WDE REGULATIONS TO ADDRESS THE DI SCHARGE OF AQUATI C NUI SANCE
SPECI ES | N THE BALLAST WATER OF OCEAN- GO NG VESSELS.

2. TO THE EXTENT CONSI STENT WTH NEW YORK'S SOVEREIGN RIGHTS AND
RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ALSO CONTI NUE TO ACTI VELY PARTI C-
| PATE WTH ENTI TI ES CONCERNED W TH AQUATI C NUl SANCE SPECI ES | NCLUDI NG,



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

S. 145 3

BUT NOT EXCLUSIVE TO, THE | NTERNATIONAL JO NT COW SSION, THE GREAT
LAKES COWM SSI ON, THE GREAT LAKES PANEL ON AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES, THE
GREAT LAKES FISHERY COW SSION, THE UN TED STATES COAST GUARD, THE
UNI TED STATES ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY AND THE NEW YORK STATE
| NVASI VE SPECI ES TASK FORCE.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND TO THE LEG SLATURE
AT LEAST ANNUALLY ON GREAT LAKES AQUATI C NUI SANCE SPECI ES COALI TI ON
ACTI VI TI ES.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



