Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

1093
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 5, 2011

Introduced by Sens. PARKER, KLEIN, MONTGOVERY, PERKI NS, SAMPSON -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to the
Conmittee on Local Governnent

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to the creation
of the sustainable energy |oan programto assist honeowners in the
installation of distributed generation renewable energy sources or
energy efficiency inprovenents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general municipal |law is anmended by adding a new arti -
cle 17-B to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 17-B
SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY LQOAN PROGRAM
SECTI ON 795. LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT.
796. DEFI NI TI ONS.
797. SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM
798. STATE CAPI TAL GRANTS AND/ OR LOANS TO ASSI ST THE SUSTAI NABLE
ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM
S 795. LEG SLATIVE INTENT. IT IS THE INTENT OF THE LEG SLATURE TO
PROMOTE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE. MANY OF THE
AVAI LABLE RENEWABLE ENERGY TECHNOLOGQ ES ARE COSTLY ENDEAVORS THAT PROP-
ERTY OWERS OF THE STATE CANNOT AFFORD TO MAKE. THI' S LEQ SLATI ON WOULD
HELP LOAER ENERGY COSTS, REDUCE GREENHOUSE EM SSIONS AND MAKE ENERGY
EFFI Cl ENCY | MPROVEMENTS MORE AFFORDABLE BY OFFERI NG A SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY
LOAN PROGRAM TO ASSIST HOVEOMERS IN THE | NSTALLATI ON OF DI STRI BUTED
GENERATI ON RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES OR ENERGY EFFI Cl ENCY | MPROVEMENTS
THROUGH LQOANS OFFERED BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY TO BE REPAI D OVER A PERI 0D OF
TI ME THROUGH AN ANNUAL TAX ON THE PROPERTY.
S 796. DEFINITIONS. 1. "DI STRI BUTED GENERATI ON' SHALL MEAN THE GENER-
ATI ON OF ENERGY CLOSE TO THE PO NT OF USE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. "RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES" SHALL MEAN THE PRODUCTI ON OF ENERGY
THROUGH HYDRO, SOLAR, CGEOTHERMAL, BI OVASS, AND W ND SOURCES.

S 797. SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM 1. (A) EACH MUNI Cl PALI TY SHALL
OFFER A SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY LOAN TO HOVEOMNERS FOR THE FI NANCI NG OF THE
I NSTALLATI ON OF DI STRI BUTED GENERATI ON RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES OR ENER-
GY EFFI Cl ENCY | MPROVEMENTS THAT ARE PERVANENTLY FI XED TO THE RESI DENTI AL
PROPERTY.

(B) SUCH LOAN SHALL ONLY BE AVAI LABLE TO OANERS OF DEVELOPED RESI DEN-
TI AL PROPERTY THAT ARE UNDERGO NG CAPI TAL UPGRADES OR | MPROVEMENTS.

(© SUCH LOANS SHALL NOT BE AVAI LABLE TO FI NANCE PARCELS UNDERGO NG
DEVEL OPMENT.

2. THE LOAN REFERENCED I N SUBDI VISION ONE O THIS SECTION SHALL BE
REPAID BY THE HOVEOMER THROUGH A CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENT LEVI ED ON THE
PROPERTY WHERE THE SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY LOAN WAS RECEI VED AND APPLI ED.

3. THE MUNI ClI PALI TY SHALL DI STRI BUTE | NFORVATION TO HOVEOMERS AND
REPORT TO THE LEGQ SLATURE, | DENTI FYI NG THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON:

(A) THE KINDS OF DI STRI BUTED GENERATI ON RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES OR
ENERGY EFFI Cl ENCY | MPROVEMENTS THAT MAY BE FI NANCED THROUGH THE USE OF
CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENTS;

(B) | DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE MUNI Cl PAL OFFI Cl AL AUTHORI ZED TO ENTER | NTO
CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY;

(O A MAXI MUM AGGREGATE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENTS;

(D) A METHOD FOR SETTI NG REQUESTS FROM PROPERTY OMNERS FOR FI NANCI NG
THROUGH CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENTS |IN PRICRITY ORDER, | N THE EVENT THAT
REQUESTS APPEAR LI KELY TO EXCEED THE AUTHORI ZATI ON AMOUNT; AND

(E) A PLAN FOR RAISING A CAPITAL AMOUNT REQU RED TO PAY FOR WORK
PERFORMED PURSUANT TO CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENTS | NCLUDI NG

(1) AMOUNTS TO BE ADVANCED BY THE MUNI Cl PALI TY THROUGH FUNDS AVAI LABLE
TO I T FROM ANY SOURCE,

(2) A STATEMENT OF OR METHOD FOR DETERM NI NG THE | NTEREST RATE AND
TI ME PERI CD DURI NG WHI CH CONTRACTI NG RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY OWERS WOULD
PAY AN ASSESSMVENT, AND

(3) A PLAN FOR RESERVE FUND OR FUNDS AND THE APPCORTI ONMENT OF ALL OR
ANY PORTI ON OF THE COSTS | NCI DENTAL TO FI NANCI NG, ADM NI STRATI ON, AND
COLLECTI ON  OF THE CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM AMONG CONSENTI NG RESI -
DENTI AL PROPERTY OANERS AND THE MUNI CI PALI TY.

4. THE APPROPRI ATE MUNI Cl PAL OFFI CI AL SHALL ENTER | NTO CONSULTATI ONS
WTH THE COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR S OFFI CE TO REACH AN AGREEMENT CONCERNI NG
THE ADDI TI ONAL FEES, | F ANY, THAT WLL BE CHARCGED FOR | NCORPORATI NG THE
PROPOSED CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENTS | NTO THE ASSESSMENTS OF THE GENERAL
TAXES OF THE COUNTY ON RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY, AND A PLAN FOR FI NANC-
I NG THE PAYMENT OF THOSE FEES.

5. THE MUNI ClI PALI TY SHALL | MPLEMENT REPORTI NG MECHANI SM5 TO SHOW | NDI -
VI DUALS OF THE STATE, AND THE LEG SLATURE, WHERE THE | NSTALLATION OF
DI STRI BUTED GENERATI ON RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES OR ENERGY EFFI Cl ENCY
| MPROVEMENTS ARE BEI NG MADE BY HOVEOWNERS W THI N THE COUNTY.

6. THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF EACH SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY LOAN PROVIDED BY
THE MJUNI CI PALI TY SHALL NOT EXCEED THE COST OF THE EQUI PMENT AND MATERI -
ALS NECESSARY FOR THE | NSTALLATI ON OF DI STRI BUTED GENERATI ON RENEWABLE
ENERGY SOURCES OR ENERGY EFFICIENCY | MPROVEMENTS PLUS THE COSTS FOR
I NSTALLATI ON OF SUCH EQUI PMENT.

7. CONTRACTUAL ASSESSMENTS LEVI ED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, AND THE
| NTEREST AND ANY PENALTI ES THEREQON, SHALL CONSTI TUTE A LI EN AGAI NST THE
PARCELS OF LAND ON WHI CH THEY ARE MADE UNTIL THEY ARE PAI D.

S 798. STATE CAPI TAL GRANTS AND/ OR LOANS TO ASSIST THE SUSTAI NABLE
ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM 1. THE STATE SHALL MAKE OR CONTRACT TO MAKE A STATE
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CAPI TAL GRANT ANDY OR LOAN, W THI N APPROPRI ATI ONS THEREFOR, TO A MUNI ClI -
PALI TY TO ASSI ST I N MEETI NG THE COST AND PLANS FOR THE SUSTAI NABLE ENER-
GY LOAN PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON SEVEN HUNDRED NI NETY- SEVEN OF
THI'S ARTICLE, |NCLUDING THE ADM NI STRATI VE AND OTHER RELATED EXPENDI -
TURES TO BE | NCURRED | N UNDERTAKI NG SUCH LQAN PROGRAM

2. (A) ALL CONTRACTS FOR STATE CAPITAL GRANTS AND/OR LOANS | SSUED
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE STATE COWP-
TROLLER, AND BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AS TO FORM

(B) ADVANCES OR PROGRESS PAYMENTS MAY BE MADE ON ACCOUNT OF ANY STATE
CAPI TAL GRANT ANDY OR LOAN CONTRACTED TO BE MADE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON
AND SUCH ADVANCES OR PAYMENTS SHALL NOT CONSTI TUTE PERI ODI C SUBSI DI ES.

3. ANY SUCH STATE CAPI TAL GRANT AND/ OR LOAN SHALL BE IN SUCH AMOUNT,
W TH N APPROPRI ATIONS THEREFOR, AS THE COWM SSIONER, IN H S OR HER
DI SCRETI ON, MAY DEEM NECESSARY TO ASSI ST THE MUNI Cl PALI TY I N DI SCHARG NG
| TS OBLI GATI ONS | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE SUSTAI NABLE ENERGY LQAN PROGRAM
FOR WHI CH THE GRANT AND/ OR LOAN SHALL BE MADE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a Ilaw. Provided, however,
that effective inmediately the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any
rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date is authorized and directed to be made and conpl eted on or
bef ore such effective date.



