LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring Carole J. Wl f upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the 2011 Seeberger Citizenship Award from
t he Dut chess ARC Foundati on

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tinme and energi es and serve the
best interests of their communities are an asset beyond renunerati on and
cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, Carole J. WIf has given not only of her time and energies
but al so of her conpetence, intelligence and | eadership and consequently
has been designated for special honor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Carole J. WlIf
upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the 2011 Seeberger
Citizenship Anard fromthe Dutchess ARC Foundation, to be celebrated on
Sat urday, January 22, 2011, at the ARC Foundati on Annual Snow Ball; and

WHEREAS, Carole WIf is being honored in nenory of another Dutchess
County visionary, Catherine "Kay" Seeberger; in the late 1950s, Kay
Seeberger, a teacher and Ilifelong resident, joined with a dedicated
group of special education teachers and parents concerned for their
children; these visionaries challenged society's traditional disregard
for children with devel opnmental disabilities, taking steps toward the
creation of Dutchess ARC, and

VWHEREAS, Carole Wl f is Founder and Executive Director of MII Street
Loft; she holds a Master's degree in Art Education and taught art at
Dut chess Conmunity Col |l ege and a | ocal high school for over 25 years; in
addition, she is a frequent presenter at national, state and regi ona
conferences and has served on the boards of several not-for-profit
or gani zati ons, including the Dutchess County Regional Chanber of
Commerce, and is currently on their Education Committee; and

WHEREAS, Carole WIf is an artist by trade, an educator by training,
and is dedicated to using the arts to respond to and inprove community;
in 1981, she rented a studio in the former Bond Factory building on MII
Street in Poughkeepsie, and shortly thereafter created the Dutchess Arts
Canmp, which served 19 canpers in 1982 and currently offers inaginative
programming wth professional artist educators to nore than 1,000 chil -
dren each summer; and

WHEREAS, The M| Street Loft has grown under Carole WIf's direction
and has noved to its renovated headquarters at 45 Pershing Avenue in
Poughkeepsi e; throughout its history, the MII Street Loft has coll ab-
orated with other area organizations and offered intergenerational and
arts-in-education progranms; and

WHEREAS, A maj or award-w nni ng Dut chess County arts organi zation, M|
Street Loft's underlying philosophy is to create, devel op and i nplenent
prograns that build self-esteemwhile |earning through the arts; and

VWHEREAS, In 1994, MII| Street Loft created the first of its Qutreach
Prograns that serve econom cally disadvantaged youth in the GCities of
Poughkeepsi e and Beacon; the organization also launched its Arts for
Heal i ng partnership programw th the Vassar Brothers Medical Center in
2007, denonstrating another powerful exanple of how arts change |ives;
this particular programserves children with acute and chronic diseases
and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Recognition of Carole WlIlf's professional and conmunity
efforts include: the Dutchess Community Coll ege Recognition Award for 25
years of teaching; the Poughkeepsie Rotary Cub Service Above Self
Award; the Conmunity Service Award fromthe Dutchess County Regi ona
Chanber of Commerce; a New York State Senate Citation; a Certificate of
Speci al Congressional Recoghition fromthe United States House of Repre-
sentatives; a Certificate of Merit fromthe New York State Assenbly; the

Best of the Hudson Valley Social Activist Award; and a 2009 Dutchess



County Executive Arts Award for Arts in Education, to nane a few, and

WHEREAS, Carole WIf has been called upon to contribute her tinme and
talents to countless civic and charitabl e endeavors and has al ways gi ven
of herself unstintingly; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the entire period of her conmunity service, a
period of constructive involvenent, Carole WIf has stood constant in
di gnity, good grace and hunor; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an individ-
ual for the benefit of others which Carole WIf has displayed throughout
her life; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Carole J. Wl f upon the occasion of her designation as recipient
of the 2011 Seeberger Citizenship Anard fromthe Dutchess ARC Founda-
tion; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Carole J. WIf.



