LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION wurging the New York State Congressional del eg-
ation to pass the Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatnent Act
(PAMTA, H R 965/S.1211)

WHEREAS, H R 965/S.1211 would require the Federal Food and Drug Adni n-
istration (FDA) to review the approvals previously issued for non-thera-
peuti c uses of antibiotics in food-producing animals for seven classes
of antibiotics in order to preserve the effectiveness of these nedically
i mportant drugs used in the treatnment of human and ani mal di seases; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, H R 965/S. 1211 would require the wthdrawal of
approval of non-therapeutic use of such antibiotics for aninmals unless
the Secretary of Agriculture can denonstrate within two years of passage
of the Act that there is a reasonable certainty of no harmto hunan
health due to the devel opnent of antibiotic resistance that is attribut-
abl e to such use of these drugs; and

WHEREAS, Anti biotics are used in food animal production for treating
sick animals, and for non-therapeutic purposes such as pronoting ani nal
growh, weight gain, efficient use of animal feed, and di sease
prevention; and

WHEREAS, The nost significant factor in the spread of antibiotic
resi stant bacteria is overuse of antibiotics in human nedicine and
animal agriculture, especially the use of |ow dosages adnministered to a
| ar ge nunber of animals over |ong periods of tine; and

WHEREAS, When treating illness, antibiotics are often given to al
animals in a group whether or not they are all at risk or are all sick;
and

WHEREAS, Antibiotics provided to animals for growh pronotion or
prevention of illness are usually provided in | ow dosages for |ong dura-
tion, sonetines given for the entire production cycle of raising the
ani mal ; and

WHEREAS, While careful use of antibiotics for sick animals is inpor-
tant for animal and human health, research does not denonstrate signif-
i cant increases in aninmal growh fromthe non-therapeutic use of antibi-
otics; and

WHEREAS, According to the FDA, 80 percent of the antibiotics produced,
in the United States, are used in aninmal agriculture, for non-therapeu-
ti c purposes; and

WHEREAS, Antibiotic resistance Iinked to food animals is rising espe-
cially for antibiotics used for gromh pronoti on and ot her non-therapeu-
ti c purposes; and

WHEREAS, Studi es have suggested that food aninmals are often reservoirs
of antibiotic resistant diseases commonly affecting humans such as bl ood
i nfections and foodborne illnesses and these resistant infections my
result in nore severe and longer lasting illnesses; and

WHEREAS, Aninmals raised in large nunbers in close confinenent are nore
susceptible to the spread of diseases that may require treatnent with
antibiotics; and

WHEREAS, Changes in aninmal housing and living conditions along wth
i nproved veterinary treatnment of sick aninmals could reduce or elimnate
the need for wi despread use of antibiotics for growh pronotion and
di sease prevention; and

WHEREAS, Although sone producers and retailers of nmeat products have
devel oped policies that take steps to curb antibiotic wuse, private
sector initiatives to reduce antibiotic use in animal agriculture are
rare, limted in scope and difficult to verify; and

VWHEREAS, Federal intervention is needed to achieve reductions in the
unnecessary use of antibiotics in animls and subsequent devel opnment of
di sease resistance; and



WHEREAS, Approval of PAMIA will help protect antibiotics used for
human heal t h, and, encourage producers using antibiotics for non-thera-
peutic purposes to rely on alternative neans to grow healthy ani mal s;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That the New York State Congressional delegation be and
hereby is respectfully nmenorialized by this Legislative Body to pass the
Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treatnment Act (PAMIA, H R
965/ S.1211); and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to each nmenber of the Congressional delegation fromthe State of
New Yor k.



