LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comrenorating the 40th Anniversary of THE EMPTY
CLOSET

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those illustrious journalistic entities which have diligently and
consi stently, year after year, recorded the history of their communities
and brought |ocal news and news of the larger world to their readers;
and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 40th Anniversary of THE EMPTY CLOSET; and

WHEREAS, 1In honor of this auspicious event, the Gay Alliance of the
Genesee Valley will be holding a celebration at the Auditorium Center on
Sunday, February 27, 2011; and

WHEREAS, First published in 1971, THE EMPTY CLOSET is the ol dest
continuously printed gay newspaper in New York State; the paper was
created by a student group forned at the University of Rochester as part
of the growi ng nationw de gay |iberation novenent; and

WHEREAS, THE EMPTY CLOSET was used as a vehicle by the Gay Liberation
Front, then the Gay Brotherhood and finally the Gay Al liance of Genesee
Valley to informand energi ze the Rochester gay, |esbian, bisexual, and
transgendered (G.BT) community; and

WHEREAS, Over the past 40 years, THE EMPTY CLOSET has been a testanent
to an extensive period of unprecedented social and political change that
has greatly affected the gay conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Today, THE EMPTY CLOSET, with its circul ati on of 5000, serves
as an expressive voice to the people of the Rochester region by provid-
ing a platformfor all nmenbers of its community; and

WHEREAS, Thi s progressive paper has been a powerful tool in docunent-
ing the social, political, religious, cultural, artistic, business and
literary history and events for the G.BT comunity of Rochester and
surroundi ng areas; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, this newspaper serves as an instrunment of educa-
tion and change for the non-G.BT conmunity nenbers; THE EMPTY CLOSET
Newspaper has contributed significantly to the Rochester region's
national reputation for |eadership in social tolerance; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when organi za-
tions of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the citizens of
the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 40th Anniversary of THE EMPTY CLOSET; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to THE EMPTY CLOSET



