LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m Novenber 2012 as COPD Awareness nonth in the State of New York

WHEREAS, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) is a termused to
describe airflow obstruction that is associated nainly with enphysenma
and chronic bronchitis; and

WHEREAS, There is indication of COPD bei ng underdi agnosed as an esti-
mated 24 mllion people have evidence of inpaired lung function, and
COPD kills nmore than 120,000 Anericans every year; on average, one
person dies from COPD every 4 mnutes; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2010, the National Center for Health Statistics rel eased a
report stating that in 2008 COPD becane the third | eading cause of death
in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Pul nonary experts predict that, by the year 2020, COPD wil |
beconme the third | eadi ng cause of death worl dw de; and

WHEREAS, COPD currently accounts for 1.5 mllion enmergency room
visits, 715,000 hospitalizations, and 8 mllion physician office and
hospital outpatient visits, all of which are a detrinent to the US.
econony; COPD costs the nation an estimted $49.9 billion in direct and

i ndirect nedical costs annually; and

WHEREAS, Snoking is the primary risk factor for COPD;, approxinmately 85
to 90 percent of COPD deaths are caused by snoking; and

VWHEREAS, COPD affects al nbst 650,000 citizens of the State of New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, Coordinated comunity efforts, such as the New York COPD
Coalition, a public-private partnership of individuals and organi zations
that created the New York COPD Action Plan, <can result in dramatic
i mprovenents to public health and reduced heal thcare costs; and

WHEREAS, Research has identified a hereditary protein deficiency
called Alpha-1 Antitrypsin; people with this deficiency tend to devel op
COPD, even w thout exposure to snoking or environnental triggers; and

WHEREAS, There is currently no cure for COPD;, spironetry testing and
nmedi cal treatnents exist to address synptomrelief and possibly slow the
progressi on of the disease; and

WHEREAS, Until there is a cure, the best approaches to preventing COPD
and its considerable health, societal, and nortality inpacts lie wth
education, awareness, and expanded delivery of detection and nmanagenent
protocol s; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai m Novenber 2012 as COPD
Awar eness nonth in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.



