LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Sergeant Deon L. Tayl or posthunously
upon the occasion of his designation for special recognition by the New
York Army National Guard

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arned Services fromthe State of New York, who
have served so faithfully and courageously in wars in which our Nation's
freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace during
peaceti ne, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Sergeant Deon
L. Tayl or posthunously upon the occasion of his designation for speci al
recognition by the New York Arnmy National Guard, to be celebrated at its
Bl ack Hi story Month Kick-Of cel ebration on Tuesday, February 1, 2011;
and

WHEREAS, This year's national thene is "An African American Tribute to
Qur Troops and Their Famlies"; and

WHEREAS, This special celebration will include the name of Sergeant
Deon Taylor as a recipient of State recognition; this particular award
was established as one of the Enpire State's hi ghest honors for conmmuni -
ty service; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Deon Taylor grew up in the Bronx, New York, dream ng
about nmaking a difference in other people' s |lives; according to his
grandnot her, Shirley Tayl or, "he always wanted to be a cop, ever since

he was a |ittle boy he always wanted to help."; and
WHEREAS, Sergeant Deon Tayl or went to high school in Lew ston, Mine,
where he was a notable athlete; after high school, he joined the New

York Arny National GGuard in 1997 and was based with the 27th Bri gade
Conmbat Teamin Syracuse; he later transferred to the 1st Battalion,
258th Field Artillery in the Bronx; and

WHEREAS, In 2003, Sergeant Deon Taylor graduated from d d Westbury
College in Long Island with a degree in Sociology and Crimnology; he
joined the New York Police Departnment in 2005 as a Transit Cop and a
year later, he was pronoted to the Narcotics Division in Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Deon Taylor faced danger daily as an undercover
narcoti cs operative; Police Commi ssioner Raynond Kelly said "Deon Tayl or
made a difference in his short tine on the force. He took the nost
dangerous drugs off the streets, along with obtaining crucial evidence
that led to search warrants. He did it all while remining nodest,
polite and respectful of others"; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Deon Taylor was a dedicated famly mn who |Iived
upstate wth his 8-year-old son, DaRue; he was truly a devoted hands-on
father; he also cared for his nother, Panela; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Deon Taylor was a Fire-Direction Specialist, zeroing
inon terrorist targets when he was killed in western Afghanistan on
Cct ober 22, 2008 just as he was nearing the end of his deploynment and
pl anni ng an August wedding to his fiancee, Caitlin Casey; Sergeant Deon
Tayl or courageously served his city at hone and his nation abroad; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is noved with great respect and rever-
ent esteem and, on behalf of all of the citizens of the Enpire State,
to renew its tribute to the nmen and wonen of New York State who so cour-
ageously served their State and Nation in defense of freedom and denoc-
racy; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Sergeant Deon L. Taylor posthunmously upon the occasion of his
designation for special recognition by the New York Arny National Guard;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Sergeant Taylor's parents, Leon and Panel a.



