LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honori ng Dor ot hy Burnham upon the occasi on of her
designation as recipient of the Lifetinme Achievenent Award by the New
York Friends of the People's Wrld

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to take note of and
publicly acknow edge individuals of remarkable integrity and character
whose endeavors have enhanced the quality of education in the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Dor ot hy Bur nham upon the occasi on of her designation as recipient of the
Lifetime Achi evemrent Award by the New York Friends of the People's Wrld
to be celebrated at its 2011 Better World Awards at Wnston Unity Hall
New Yor k, New York, on Sunday, My 22, 2011; and

WHEREAS, A native of Brooklyn, New York, Dorothy Burnhamwent to an
all Grls Hgh School in the early 1930s, at which tinme she becane
active on social issues through the Anerican Student Union; this initi-
ated a lifetime of activity and conmtnment to the fight for civil
rights, wonen's rights, peace, denocratic rights, and the concerns of
all working people; and

WHEREAS, When Dor ot hy Burnham was enrolled in Brooklyn Coll ege she was
exposed to remarkabl e professors who urged her to explore the true caus-
es of poverty, starvation, social inequality, and racism they inspired
her and pointed her in the direction to change conditions by active
participation in the struggles of that period; this is where she devel-
oped her own dedication to social justice; and

WHEREAS, In 1940, Dorothy and her husband, Louis E. Burnham noved to
Bi rm ngham Al abana to the headquarters of the Southern Negro Youth
Congress, where they joined other young African American progressives
and becane |life-long advocates for social justice; Louis and Dorothy
worked out of that office in Birmnghamuntil it closed down in 1949;
and

WHEREAS, Dorothy Burnham becanme a professor of Biology at Hostas
Community Coll ege, and Enpire State College in the CUNY system in which
time she was al so active in the New York State Teachers Union; and

WHEREAS, In the 1980s and 90s, Dorothy Burnham was an active |eader in
the national organization Wrnen for Racial and Econom c Equality, as
well as with the Sisters Against South African Apartheid, GCenes and
Gender, and Wnens International League for Peace and Freedom in addi-
tion, she served on the Board of Freedommays Magazi ne; and

WHEREAS, Truly conmitted to social change and an end to racism Doro-
thy Burnham has nade great contributions to nultiple wrthy causes
t hroughout her life, all made possible through her own education; and

WHEREAS, Dorothy Burnham believes that our country s experiencing
some very serious setbacks in education and civil rights, and that the
children of our nation's future depend on a nmajor struggle to defeat the
cuts in education and expand the rights of affordable college education
for all; and

WHEREAS, Today, Dorothy Burnhamis the President of the Louis E. Burn-
ham Award Fund, which funds witers and other activists in the struggles
for social progress, especially civil rights; and

WHEREAS, After Dorothy Burnham | ost her bel oved husband and part ner,
Louis, in 1960, she continued to live a full and noble life; currently,
she is 96 years old and still going strong; and

WHEREAS, W th her throughout have been her four outstanding children,
all of whomfeel privileged to be part of her life and rejoice in her
achi evenments; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in keeping with its



ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those individ-
ual s which foster awareness and enhance the profile of cultural diversi-
ty which strengthens the fabric of the conmunities of New York State;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dor ot hy Burnham upon the occasion of her designation as recipient
of the Lifetime Achievement Award by the New York Friends of the
People's Wrld; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Dorothy Burnham



