LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON urging the United States Congressional del egation
to renove the penalty associated with being a married individual with a
di sability receiving suppl enental security incone benefits

WHEREAS, In the past, individuals with disabilities were not expected to
fully participate as equal nenbers of their communities; and

WHEREAS, In the past, individuals with disabilities were not perceived
as capabl e of developing loving relationships with others; and

WHEREAS, Individuals with disabilities have the sane need as people
wi thout disabilities to develop and naintain permanent |oving relation-
shi ps; and

WHEREAS, Many individuals with disabilities hold religious and nora
beliefs that preclude them from Iliving together as husband and w fe
wi t hout being married; and

WHEREAS, Individuals with disabilities want to marry and |live as ful
menbers of their communities; and

WHEREAS, Individuals wth disabilities often depend on suppl enental
security income fromfederal social security and other governnental
benefits for neeting their basic living requirenents; and

WHEREAS, Social security law places strict limts on the anmount of
resources that individuals with disabilities are allowed to hold; and

WHEREAS, Wen two individuals wth disabilities, each receiving
suppl enental security incone get married, social security laws require
that one of those individuals receive a reduced supplenental security
i ncome benefit as a marriage penalty; and

WHEREAS, Two unnarried individuals wth disabilities living in the
same residence each receive the full federal benefit rate; and

WHEREAS, O the three major public incone assistance prograns, tenpo-
rary assi stance for needy famlies, food stanps and suppl enental securi -
ty inconme, supplenental security incone is the only one to use narital
status in determ ning the anmount of an individual's benefit; now, there-
fore, be it

RESCLVED, That the United States Congressional del egation be and here-
by is respectfully nmenorialized by this Legislative Body to urge the
United States Congressional delegation to renove the penalty associ at ed
with being a married individual with a disability receiving suppl enent al
security income benefits; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to each nmenber of the United States Congressional del egation.



