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STATE OF NEW YORK
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I N ASSEMBLY
April 13, 2012

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the uniformjustice court act, inrelation to fees for
conmencenent of small clains

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 1803 of the wuniform justice
court act, as anended by chapter 309 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to
read as follows:

(a) Small clainms shall be commenced upon the paynent by the clainmant
of a filing fee of [ten] TWENTY dollars for clains in the anount of one
t housand dollars or less and [fifteen] THI RTY dollars for clainms in the
amount of nore than one thousand dollars, without the service of a
sumons and, except by special order of the court, without the service
of any pleading other than a statenent of his cause of action by the
clai mant or someone in his behalf to the clerk, who shall reduce the
same to a concise, witten formand record it in a filing system nain-
tai ned especially for such purpose. Such procedure shall provide for the
sendi ng of notice of such claimby ordinary first class nail and certi-
fied nmail with return receipt requested to the party conpl ai ned agai nst
at his residence, if he resides within the county and his residence is
known to the claimant, or at his office or place of regular enpl oynent
within the nunicipality if he does not reside within the county or his
residence wthin the county is not known to the claimant. If, after the
expi ration of twenty-one days, such ordinary first class mailing has not
been returned as undeliverable, the party conplained against shall be
presuned to have received notice of such claim Such notice shal
i nclude a clear description of the procedure for filing a counterclaim
pursuant to subdivision (c) of this section.

Such procedure shall further provide for an early hearing upon and
determination of such claim No filing fee, however, shall be demanded
or received on snmall clains of enployees who shall conply with section
ni net een hundred twel ve of this act which is hereby nade applicable,
except that necessary nailing costs shall be paid.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a law and shall apply to
actions or proceedings filed on or after such date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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