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STATE OF NEW YORK

9647
I N ASSEMBLY
March 22, 2012

Introduced by M of A NOLAN, JAFFEE, LIFTON -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to authorizing schools to
of fer instruction or education progranms in sexual health

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anended by addi ng a new section 804-e
to read as foll ows:

S 804-E. SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATI ON. 1. ALL SCHOOLS UNDER THE JURI SDI G
TION OF THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT MAY OFFER | NSTRUCTI ON OR EDUCA-
TI ON PROGRAMS | N SEXUAL HEALTH. A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR SCHOOL THAT ELECTS
TO PROVIDE | NSTRUCTI ON OR EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS | N SEXUAL HEALTH, WHETHER
TAUGHT BY SCHOOL DI STRI CT PERSONNEL OR QOUTSI DE CONSULTANTS, SHALL ASSURE
THAT | TS SEXUAL HEALTH | NSTRUCTI ON OR EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS ARE AGE- APPRO-
PRI ATE AND MEDI CALLY ACCURATE.

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS: (A) "AGE APPROPRI ATE" MEANS CONTAI NI NG TORI CS,
MESSAGES AND TEACHI NG METHODS SUI TABLE TO PARTI CULAR AGES OR AGE GROUPS
OF CHI LDREN AND ADOLESCENTS, BASED ON DEVELOPI NG COGNI Tl VE, EMOTI ONAL
AND BEHAVI ORAL CAPACITY TYPICAL FOR THE AGE OR AGE GROUP; AND (B)
“MEDI CALLY ACCURATE" MEANS SUPPORTED BY PEER- REVI EMED SCI ENCE OR MEDI -
Cl NE RESEARCH CONDUCTED I N COVPLI ANCE W TH ACCEPTED SCI ENTI FI C METHODS
AND RECOGNI ZED AS ACCURATE BY THE CENTERS FOR DI SEASE CONTROL.

3. THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COVM SSI ONER OF HEALTH,
SHALL | DENTIFY AND MAKE AVAI LABLE TO THE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND SCHOOLS
CURRI CULA THAT ARE MEDI CALLY ACCURATE AND AGE- APPROPRI ATE FOR EACH AGE
GROUP OF STUDENTS. SUCH CURRI CULA SHALL BE PUBLI SHED ON THE WEBSI TE OF
THE DEPARTMENT W THI N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON AND
SHALL BE UPDATED AS DETERM NED NECESSARY BY THE COWM SSI ONER

4. A SCHOOL DI STRICT OR SCHOOL THAT ELECTS TO OFFER SEXUAL HEALTH
EDUCATION SHALL MAKE |ITS CURRICULUM OR CURRICULA AVAILABLE TO A
STUDENT' S PARENT OR GUARDI AN UPON REQUEST. A PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF A
STUDENT MAY FILE A WRITTEN REQUEST W TH THE PRI NCl PAL OF THE SCHOOL
VH CH THE STUDENT ATTENDS TO EXCUSE THE STUDENT FROM PARTI CI PATION IN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ANY PART OR ALL OF SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATI ON. THERE SHALL BE NO DI SCI PLI -
NARY ACTI ON, ACADEM C PENALTY OR OTHER SANCTI ON AGAI NST ANY STUDENT
EXCUSED FROM PARTI Cl PATI ON | N SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATI ON

S 2. This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013; provided, however,
that effective i mediately, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any
rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized and directed to be nade and conpl eted on
or before such effective date.



