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STATE OF NEW YORK

9603
I N ASSEMBLY
March 20, 2012

Introduced by M of A KOLB -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Econom ¢ Devel oprent

AN ACT to anend the econom c devel opnment law, in relation to establish-
ing an economc gardening pilot program wthin the departnent of
econoni ¢ devel opnent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The economc developnent |aw is amended by addi ng a new
article 21 to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 21
GROWNY PROGRAM
SECTI ON 450. GROMWNY PI LOT PROGRAM

S 450. GROMY PILOT PROGRAM 1. (A) THERE | S HEREBY CREATED W THI N THE
DEPARTMENT THE GROWNY PI LOT PROGRAM THE PURPOSE OF THE PI LOT PROGRAM | S
TO STI MULATE | NVESTMENT IN THE STATE ECONOWY BY PROVIDING TECHN CAL
ASS| STANCE FOR EXPANDI NG BUSI NESSES | N THE STATE.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT |'S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO PROMULGATE ALL NECES-
SARY RULES AND REGULATIONS REQU RED TO | MPLEMENT THE GROMY PI LOT
PROGRAM

2. (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONTRACT W TH REG ONAL NON- PROFI T ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT ENTI TI ES TO ADM NI STER THE PI LOT PROGRAM UNDER THI S SECTI ON.
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL AWARD COWPETI TI VE GRANTS OF UP TO FIVE HUNDRED
THOUSAND DOLLARS A YEAR FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO FI VE YEARS TO EACH ENTI TY
THAT DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO | MPLEMENT THE PI LOT PROGRAM |IN THEIR
REG ON, HAS AN OUTREACH PLAN, AND HAS THE ABI LI TY TO PROVI DE COUNSELI NG
SERVI CES, ACCESS TO TECHNOLOGY AND | NFORMATI ON, MARKETI NG SERVI CES AND
ADVI CE, BUSI NESS MANAGEMENT SUPPCORT, AND OTHER SI M LAR SERVI CES.

(B) CONTRACTS W TH SELECTED ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT ENTI TI ES SHALL BE FOR
A PERI OD OF FI VE YEARS AND SHALL BE REEVALUATED BY THE DEPARTMENT EVERY
TWELVE MONTHS TO ENSURE SUCH ENTI TIES CONTINUE TO PROVIDE A POSITIVE
ECONOM C BENEFIT TO THE COMUNI TY AND CONFORM TO THE PROGRAM CRI TERI A.
CONTRACTED ENTI TIES SHALL NOT LIM T SERVI CES OFFERED UNDER THI S PROGRAM
TO MEMBERS OF SUCH ENTITY AND SHALL SEEK TO PROVI DE ECONOM C GARDENI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SERVI CES TO EVERY ELI d BLE BUSI NESS THAT MEETS THE CRITERIA OF THE
PROGRAM

(C©) CONTRACTED ENTI TI ES SHALL COORDI NATE THEI R EFFORTS W TH THE LOCAL
NEW YORK STATE SMALL BUSI NESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER OR OTHER LEAD ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT ORGANI ZATIONS I N COUNTIES AND CI TIES WTH N THE REG ON OF
THE CONTRACTED ENTI TY AND SHALL ESTABLI SH A REFERRAL SYSTEM AND LI NKAGES
TO EXI STI NG AREA SMALL BUSI NESS ASS|I STANCE PROGRAMS AND FI NANCI NG SOURC-
ES.

3. A CONTRACTED ENTI TY ADM NI STERI NG THE PI LOT PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE
TECHNI CAL  ASSI STANCE FOR ELI G BLE BUSI NESSES VWHI CH | NCLUDES, BUT | S NOT
LIMTED TGO

(A) ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE | NFORMATI ON SERVI CES AND CONSULTI NG SERVI CES,
| NCLUDI NG | NFORVATI ON ON MARKETS, CUSTOMVERS, AND COWPETI TORS, BUSI NESS
DATABASES, GEOGRAPHI C | NFORVATI ON  SYSTEMs, | NTERNET AND SOCI AL MEDI A
STRATEGQ ES, BUSI NESS TO BUSI NESS REFERRALS, AND SEARCH ENG NE OPTI M ZA-
TI ON;

(B) DEVELOPMENT OF BUSINESS CONNECTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG | NTERACTI ON AND
EXCHANGE AMONG BUSI NESS OMERS AND RESOURCE PROVI DERS, I NCLUDI NG
COLLEGES AND UNI VERSITIES, TRADE ASSOCI ATI ONS, THI NK TANKS, ACADEM C
I NSTI TUTI ONS, BUSI NESS ROUNDTABLES, FINANCIAL SERVICE AND WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT PROVI DERS, PEER-TO-PEER LEARNI NG SESSIONS, AND MENTORI NG
PROGRAMS;

(C©) ASSI STANCE | N DEVELOPI NG A LI STI NG OF SHOVEL READY SI TES CURRENTLY
AVAI LABLE TO THE NEEDS OF THE BUSI NESS;

(D) ASSI STANCE | N UNDERSTANDI NG STATE LAWS AND REGULATI ONS APPLI CABLE
TO SUCH BUSI NESS;

(E) ANY OTHER FORM COF CONSULTATI ON AND TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE THAT MAY
BE PROVI DED TO THE ELI @ BLE BUSI NESS TO ASSIST WTH ITS BUSINESS AND
MARKETI NG NEEDS.

4. (A TH S PROGRAM SHALL BE TARGETED AT EMERG NG GROWMH BUSI NESSES,
KNOWN AS SECOND STAGE COVPANI ES. TO BE ELI @ BLE FOR ASSI STANCE UNDER THE
Pl LOT PROGRAM A BUSI NESS MUST BE A FOR-PROFI T, PRI VATELY HELD BUSI NESS
THAT EMPLOYS AT LEAST FIVE PERSONS, BUT NOT MORE THAN NI NETY- N NE
PERSONS, HAS MAI NTAINED | TS PRI NCI PAL PLACE OF BUSI NESS | N THE STATE FOR
AT LEAST THE PREVI QUS TWD YEARS, AND GENERATES AT LEAST SEVEN HUNDRED
FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS, BUT NOI' MORE THAN FI FTY M LLI ON DOLLARS, IN
ANNUAL REVENUE. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE
EXCEPTI ONS TO THESE PROVI SIONS AT H' S OR HER SOLE DI SCRETI ON.

(B) A CONTRACTED ENTITY ADM NI STERI NG THE PI LOT PROGRAM | N SELECTI NG
THE ELI G BLE BUSI NESSES TO RECEI VE ASSI STANCE, SHALL ACTI VELY REACH OUT
TO BUSINESSES IN MORE THAN ONE | NDUSTRY CLUSTER AND, TO THE NMAXI MUM
EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, SHALL CHOOSE BUSI NESSES THAT ARE CEOGRAPHI CALLY
DI STRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE REG ON W TH THE GREATEST POTENTI AL FOR JOB
GROWTH.

5. (A) A BUSI NESS RECEI VI NG ASSI STANCE UNDER THE PILOT PROGRAM MJST
ENTER |INTO AN AGREEMENT W TH THE CONTRACTED ENTI TY ADM NI STERI NG THE
PROGRAM TO ESTABLI SH THE BUSI NESS' COWM TMENT TO PARTICI PATION IN THE
PILOT PROGRAM THE ARRANGEMENT MJST REQUIRE, AT A MN MUM THAT THE
BUSI NESS:

(1) ATTEND A M Nl MUM NUMBER OF MEETI NGS BETWEEN THE BUSI NESS AND THE
CONTRACTED ENTITY ADM NI STERI NG THE PI LOT PROGRAM SUCH MEETI NGS SHALL
BE HELD AT THE CONVEN ENCE OF THE BUSI NESS;

(1'l) REPORT | NVESTMENT, REVENUE, AND JOB CREATI ON AND RETENTI ON DATA
IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED BY THE CONTRACTED ENTI TY ADM NI STERI NG THE
Pl LOT PROGRAM AND
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(1'11) PROVI DE NON- PROPRI ETARY FI NANCI AL DATA I N THE MANNER PRESCRI BED
BY THE CONTRACTED ENTI TY ADM NI STERI NG THE PROGRAM

(B) THE REG ONAL NON-PROFIT ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT ENTITY OR THE
CONTRACTED ENTITY ADM NI STERING THE PILOT PROGRAM SHALL REPORT THE
| NFORVATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT ON AN ANNUAL BASI S.

6. A CONTRACTED ENTITY ADM NI STERI NG THE PI LOT PROGRAM | S AUTHORI ZED
TO PROMOTE THE GENERAL BUSI NESS | NTERESTS OR | NDUSTRI AL | NTERESTS OF THE
STATE.

7. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVI EW THE PROGRESS OF THE CONTRACTED ENTITY
ADM NI STERING THE PILOT PROGRAM AT LEAST ONCE EVERY TWELVE MONTHS AND
SHALL DETERM NE WHETHER THE CONTRACTED ENTITY | S MEETI NG | TS CONTRACTUAL
OBLI GATI ONS FOR ADM NI STERING THE PILOT PROGRAM THE DEPARTMENT MNAY
TERM NATE AND REBID A CONTRACT | F THE CONTRACTED ENTI TY DOES NOT MEET
| TS CONTRACTUAL OBLI GATI ONS.

8. BY MARCH THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN AND ANNUALLY THEREAFT-
ER, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE M NORI TY LEAD-
ER OF THE SENATE AND THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY WHI CH DESCRI BES
IN DETAIL THE PROGRESS OF THE GROMY PI LOT PROGRAM THE REPORT SHALL
INCLUDE, BUT IS NOT LIMTED TO THE NUMBER OF BUSINESSES RECEI VING
ASS|I STANCE, THE NUMBER OF FULL-TI ME EQUI VALENT JOBS CREATED OR RETAI NED
AS A RESULT OF THE ASSI STANCE, | F ANY, AND THE AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF WAGES
PAI D TO SUCH EMPLOYEES.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



