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Introduced by M of A GOODELL -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A BLANK-
ENBUSH, HANNA, P. LOPEZ, LOSQUADRO, TENNEY -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to permtting
appeal s to the departnent to be conducted by neans of a conference
t el ephone, video conference or simlar conmunications systens with and
by i ndependent hearing officers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 22 of the social services law, as
added by chapter 473 of the laws of 1978, is anmended to read as foll ows:

2. In connection wth any appeal pursuant to this section, with or
wi thout a fair hearing, the conm ssioner nay designate and aut horize one
or nore appropriate nmenbers of his staff OR | NDEPENDENT FAIR HEARI NG
OFFI CERS to consider and decide such appeals. Any staff nmenber OR | NDE-
PENDENT FAI R HEARI NG OFFI CER so designated and authorized shall have
authority to decide such appeals on behalf of the conm ssioner with the
same force and effect as if the conm ssioner had mnade the decisions.
Fair hearings held in connection wth such appeals shall be held on
behal f of the comm ssioner by nmenbers of his staff OR | NDEPENDENT FAIR
HEARI NG OFFI CERS who are enployed for such purposes or who have been
desi gnat ed and aut hori zed by himtherefor. THE FAIR HEARING MAY BE
CONDUCTED BY MEANS OF A CONFERENCE TELEPHONE, VI DEO CONFERENCE EQUI PMENT
OR SIMLAR COVMJNI CATI ONS EQUI PMENT ALLOW NG ALL PERSONS PARTI Cl PATI NG
I N SUCH HEARI NG TO HEAR EACH OTHER AT THE SAME TI ME. The provisions of
this subdivision shall apply to fair hearings conducted pursuant to
subdi vi si on ei ght of section four hundred twenty-two of this chapter,
and to any hearing required pursuant to this chapter concerning the
deni al , suspension or revocation of any permt, certificate or |I|icense,
and to any hearing held pursuant to section four hundred fifty-five of
this chapter

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately provided, however, that
the comm ssioner nay pronul gate any rules or regul ati ons necessary for
the inplenmentation of this act before this act shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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