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STATE OF NEW YORK

9299
I N ASSEMBLY
February 14, 2012

Introduced by M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the powers and duties
of councils of state-operated institutions in relation to the closure
of academ c prograns, canmpus or buildings of such institutions

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 356 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. A NOT LESS THAN SI X MONTHS BEFORE THE PROPCSED CLOSURE OF ANY
ACADEM C PROGRAM  CAMPUS, OR BUI LDI NG OF A STATE- OPERATED | NSTI TUTI ON,
THE COUNCI L SHALL | SSUE A DRAFT REPORT THAT PROVI DES THE JUSTI FI CATI ON
AND RATI ONALE FOR SUCH CLOSURE | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO

(1) A FULL DESCRI PTI ON OF THE ACADEM C PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDI NG

(2) THE PURPOSES THAT THE ACADEM C PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDI NG SERVES
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE;

(3) A COWPARI SON OF THE ECONOM C | MPACTS OF CLOSURE VERSUS CONTI NUED
OPERATI ON OF SUCH ACADEM C PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDING TO THE STATE,
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, SURROUNDI NG COVMUNI TI ES, AND THE PUBLI C;

(4) AN ANALYSIS OF THE POTENTI AL HARM TO SUCH CLOSURE OF SUCH CAMPUS
OR BUI LDI NG FROM VANDALI SM LACK OF MANAGEMENT AND MAI NTENANCE, AND
OTHER | MPACTS FROM THE LACK OF REGULAR OVERSI GHT;

(5 THE |IMPACT OF SUCH PROPCSED CLOSURE OR TRANSFER ON THE ENTI RE
UNI VERSI TY SYSTEM

(6) AN ANALYSI S OF ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS THAT MAY BE TAKEN BY THE
STATE- OPERATED | NSTI TUTI ON TO | NSURE THE CONTI NUED FULL OPERATI ON OF THE
ACADEM C PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDI NG, AND

(6) SUCH OTHER FACTORS THAT ARE PARTI CULARLY RELEVANT TO THE ACADEM C
PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDI NG

B. NOT LESS THAN FOUR MONTHS BEFORE THE PROPOSED CLOSURE OF THE
ACADEM C PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDING THE COUNCI L SHALL PROVI DE PUBLIC
NOTI CE OF AND CONDUCT ONE OR MORE PUBLI C HEARI NGS, | NCLUDING ONE IN THE
| MPACTED AREA OF THE PROPOSED CLOSURE. EACH PUBLI C HEARI NG SHALL ACCEPT
VWRI TTEN STATEMENTS | N LI EU OF AN ORAL PRESENTATI ON. UPON CONCLUSI ON OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE PUBLI C HEARI NGS ON A CLOSURE, THE COUNCI L SHALL | SSUE A FI NAL REPORT
VWH CH |INCLUDES THE RESPONSE ON ALL | SSUES RAI SED AT THE HEARI NGS AND
| NFORMATI ON ENTERED | NTO THE HEARI NG RECORD. SUCH FI NAL REPORT SHALL BE
MADE AVAI LABLE AND DI STRIBUTED TO THE PUBLIC. THE COUNCI L SHALL | SSUE
AND SUBM T TO THE GOVERNOR,  THE STATE UNI VERSITY TRUSTEES, AND THE
LEG SLATURE THE FINAL REPORT AND A FI NDI NGS STATEMENT ON EACH PROPCSED
CLOSURE THAT PROVI DES THE JUSTI FI CATION FOR SUCH CLOSURE OR, IN THE
ALTERNATI VE, THE | NFORVATI ON THAT SUPPORTS THE CONTI NUED OPERATI ON OF
THE ACADEM C PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDI NG

C. NO ACADEM C PROGRAM CAMPUS, OR BUI LDI NG SHALL BE CLOSED UNTIL THE
STATE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL HAVE BEEN IN RECElI PT OF THE FI NAL REPORT AND
FI NDI NGS STATEMENT AND THE STATE LEQ SLATURE SHALL HAVE ADOPTED A
CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON AUTHORI ZI NG SUCH CLOSURE OR TRANSFER

D. THE CLOSURE OF ANY CAMPUS OR BUI LDI NG SHALL CONSTI TUTE A TYPE ONE
ACTI ON PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE ElI GHT OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



