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STATE OF NEW YORK

9041
I N ASSEMBLY
January 17, 2012

Introduced by M of A KATZ -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to requiring a valid
government issued photo identification card to be presented when cast-
ing a ballot

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 8-303 of the election |aw, as added by chapter 420
of the Iaws of 2004, subparagraph 1 of paragraph (b) of subdivision 3,
as anmended by chapter 160 of the |laws of 2005, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

S 8-303. [Initial voter] VOTER identification. 1. Applicability. Each
board of elections, in a uniform and nondiscrimnatory manner, shal
require a voter to neet the requirenents of subdivision two of this
section [if:

(a) the individual registered to vote in a jurisdiction by mail on or
after January first, two thousand three; and

(b) the individual has not previously voted in an election for federa
office in the jurisdiction of the board of elections].

2. Requirenments. (a) In general. An individual neets the requirenents
of this subdivision if the individual:

(1) in the case of an individual who votes in person[: (i)], presents
to the appropriate election inspector, clerk or coordinator a current
and val id GOVERNVMENT | SSUED photo identification[; or

(ii) presents to the appropriate election inspector, clerk or coordi -
nator a copy of a current wutility bill, bank statenent, governnent
check, paycheck, or other government docunent that shows the name and
address of the voter;] or

(2) in the case of an individual who votes by mail, submts in the
outer envelope with the envel ope containing the ballot[: (i)] a copy of
a current and valid GOVERNMENT | SSUED photo identification[; or

(ii) a copy of a current wutility bill, bank statenent, governnent
check, paycheck, or other government docunent that shows the nanme and
address of the voter].
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(3) A VALI D AND CURRENT GOVERNMENT | SSUED PHOTO | DENTI FI CATI ON  SHALL
I NCLUDE: A NEW YORK STATE DRIVER S LI CENSE OR NON-DRIVER I D; A UNI TED
STATES PASSPORT; AN | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD | SSUED BY A UNI TED STATES EDUCA-
TIONAL | NSTITUTION, A UNITED STATES M LITARY |DENTIFICATION CARD, A
GOVERNVENT | SSUED MEDI CAL CARD OR ANY | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD | SSUED BY THE
UNI TED STATES OR THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

(b) Fail-safe voting. (1) An individual who desires to vote in person,
but [who does not neet the requirenments of subparagraph one of paragraph
(a) of this subdivision] DOES NOT POSSESS A CURRENT AND VALI D GOVERNMENT
| SSUED PHOTO | DENTI FI CATION, may cast an affidavit ballot[, and notw th-
standing this section of law, such]. SUCH affidavit ballot shall be duly
cast and counted[, even though such individual does not neet the
requi renents of subparagraph one of paragraph (a) of this subdivision,]
provi ded such individual casting such ballot is an otherwise eligible
voter pursuant to law, [provided further] THAT THE LOCAL BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS DETERM NES THE VALI DI TY OF THE AFFI DAVI T BALLOT AND that such
bal | ot otherwi se conplies with the requirenents of |aw

(2) An individual who desires to vote by mail but who does not [ neet
the requirenents of subparagraph two of paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion] POSSESS A CURRENT AND VALI D GOVERNVMENT | SSUED PHOTO | DENTI FI CA-
TION, may cast such a ballot by mail and such ballot shall be duly cast
and counted[, notwithstanding this section,] provided [the voter is
deternmined to be an eligible voter and provided further], THAT THE LOCAL
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS DETERM NES THE VALI DI TY OF THE BALLOT BY MAIL AND
that such ballot otherw se conplies with the requirenents of |aw

3. Inapplicability. Subdivisions one and two of this section shall not
apply in the case of a person: (a) who registers to vote by mail and
submts as part of such registration [either

(1)] a copy of a current and valid GOVERNMENT | SSUED photo identifica-
tion; or

[(2) a copy of a current wutility bill, bank statenent, governnent
check, paycheck, or governnent docunent that shows the nane and address
of the voter;]

(b) [(1)] who registers to vote by nail and submits with such regis-
tration either

[(i)] (1) a driver's license or a department of notor vehicles non-
driver photo |ID nunber; or

[(i1)] (2) at least the last four digits of the individual's socia
security nunber; and [(2)] wth respect to whom a local board of
el ections matches the information submtted under [subparagraph one of]
this paragraph with an existing state identification record bearing the
nunber, name and date of birth of such voter; [or

(c) who is: (1)] (3) SUCH PERSON IS entitled to vote by absentee
bal | ot under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42
US C 1973ff-1 et seq.);

[(2)] (4) SUCH PERSON | S provided the right to vote otherwi se than in
person under section 3 (b) (2) (B) (ii) of the Voting Accessibility for
the Elderly and Handi capped Act (42 U . S.C. 1973ee-1 (b) (2) (B) (ii));
or

[(3)] ISentitled to vote otherwise than in person under any other
federal | aw

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



