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STATE OF NEW YORK

8663
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
Cct ober 14, 2011

Introduced by M of A N RVERA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means

AN ACT to anend the tax |law and the state finance law, in relation to
authorizing a tax check-off for gifts to the explore the cosnos New
York fund; and to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to
authorizing the issuance of distinctive "Explore the Cosnos New York"
i cense plates

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The tax |law is anmended by addi ng a new section 625-a to
read as foll ows:

S 625-A. G FTS TO THE EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW YORK FUND. EFFECTI VE FOR
ANY TAXABLE YEAR COMMENCI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FIRST, TWO THOUSAND
TWELVE, AN I NDI VI DUAL | N ANY TAXABLE YEAR MAY ELECT TO CONTRI BUTE TO THE
STATE G FTS TO THE EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW YORK FUND TO BE USED TO
SUPPORT SCHOLARSHI P EFFORTS FOR PROM SI NG ENG NEERI NG STUDENTS AND THE
H RING OF FACULTY AND STAFF FOR THE ENG NEERI NG PROGRAMS AT THE STATE
UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AT BI NGHAMTON AND THE CITY UNVERSITY OF NEW
YORK. SUCH CONTRI BUTION SHALL BE I N ANY WHOLE DOLLAR AMOUNT AND SHALL
NOT REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF STATE TAX OWED BY SUCH | NDI VI DUAL. THE COW S-
SI ONER SHALL | NCLUDE SPACE ON THE PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX RETURN TO ENABLE A
TAXPAYER TO MAKE SUCH CONTRI BUTI ON.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON
OF LAWALL REVENUES COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CREDI TED
TO THE G FTS TO EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW YORK FUND AND USED ONLY FOR THOSE
PURPOSES ENUMERATED | N SECTI ON ElI GHTY- ONE OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 2. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 81 to
read as foll ows:

S 81. EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW YORK FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED
IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE
COWTROLLER, A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOMN AS THE "EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW
YORK FUND".

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL MONEYS RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATI ON  AND FI NANCE FROM THE G FTS TO EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW YORK FUND
PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED TWENTY- FI VE-A OF THE TAX LAW AND ALL
REVENUES RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEH CLES PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF SECTION FOUR HUNDRED FOUR- X OF THE VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C
LAW NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI' S SECTION SHALL PREVENT THE STATE FROM
RECEI VING GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE FUND AS
DEFINED I N THI S SECTI ON AND DEPCSI TI NG THEM | NTO THE FUND ACCORDI NG TO
LAW

3. MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF
SUPPORTI NG SCHOLARSHI P EFFORTS FOR PROM SI NG ENG NEERI NG STUDENTS AND
THE H RING OF FACULTY AND STAFF FOR THE ENG NEERI NG PROGRAMS AT THE
STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AT BI NGHAMTON AND THE CITY UN VERSITY OF
NEW YORK.

4. MONIES SHALL BE PAYABLE FROM THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE COMPTROLLER ON VOUCHERS APPROVED AND CERTI FIED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
OF EDUCATI ON.

S 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
404-x to read as foll ows:

S 404- X. DI STI NCTI VE "EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW YORK" LI CENSE PLATES. 1.
ON OR AFTER JULY EIGHTH, TWO THOUSAND TWELVE, ANY PERSON RESI DI NG I N
THI S STATE SHALL, UPON REQUEST, BE I SSUED A DI STINCTIVE "EXPLORE THE
COSMOS NEW YORK" LI CENSE PLATE OF A DESI GN APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER,
COMMEMORATI NG THE LAUNCH OF THE LAST SPACE SHUTTLE M SSI ON. APPLI CATI ON
FOR SAI D LI CENSE PLATE SHALL BE FILED WTH THE FORM AND DETAIL AS THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL PRESCRI BE.

2. A DI STI NCTI VE PLATE | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE | SSUED
IN THE SAVE MANNER AS OTHER NUMBER PLATES UPON THE PAYMENT OF THE REGU
LAR REGQ STRATI ON FEE PRESCRI BED BY SECTION FOUR HUNDRED ONE OF THI'S
ARTI CLE, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT AN ADDI TI ONAL ANNUAL SERVI CE CHARGE OF
TVENTY- FI VE DOLLARS SHALL BE CHARGED FOR SUCH PLATE. SUCH ADDI TI ONAL
SERVI CE CHARGE SHALL BE DEPCSI TED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED
FOUR-OO OF THI'S ARTICLE TO THE CREDI T OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI -
CLES Dl STI NCTI VE PLATE DEVELOPMENT FUND, ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON NI NETY-
FI VE-G OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW AND SHALL BE USED FOR THE PRODUCTI ON,
DESI G\, ADVERTI SING AND MARKETING OF DISTINCTIVE NUMBER PLATES;
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT ADDI TI ONAL ANNUAL SERVI CE CHARGES COLLECTED IN
EXCESS OF SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS SHALL BE DEPCSI TED TO THE CREDI T OF THE
EXPLORE THE COSMOS NEW YORK FUND ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON El GHT-
Y- ONE OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



