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Introduced by M of A ABBATE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Governnental Enpl oyees

AN ACT to amend the civil service law, in relation to the hiring of
police officers in the departnent of environnental conservation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 58 of the civil service law, as
anended by chapter 560 of the laws of 1978, the opening paragraph as
anmended by chapter 435 of the laws of 1997 and paragraph (a) as amended
by chapter 346 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of this Ilaw or any general,
special or local lawto the contrary, no person shall be eligible for
provi si onal or pernmanent appointnment in the conpetitive class of the
civil service as a police officer OfF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL
CONSERVATI ON OR of any police force or police departnment of any county,
city, town, village, housing authority or police district unless he OR
SHE shall satisfy the follow ng basic requirenents:

(a) he or she is not less than twenty years of age as of the date of
appointnent nor nore than thirty-five years of age as of the date when
the applicant takes the witten exam nation, provided that the naxinmum
age requirenent of thirty-five years of age as set forth in this para-
graph shall not apply to eligible lists finalized pursuant to an exam
ination admnistered prior to May thirty-first, nineteen hundred nine-
ty-nine OR A POLICE OFFICER IN THE DEPARTMENT OF  ENVI RONMENTAL
CONSERVATI ON, provi ded, however, that:

(i) tinme spent on mlitary duty or on term nal |eave, not exceeding a
total of six years, shall be subtracted fromthe age of any applicant
who has passed his or her thirty-fifth birthday as provided in subdivi-
sion ten-a of section two hundred forty-three of the mlitary |aw,

(ii) such maxi mum age requirenent of thirty-five years shall not apply
to any police officer as defined in subdivision thirty-four of section
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1.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw, who was conti nuously enpl oyed by the
Buf falo nunicipal housing authority between January first, two thousand
five and June thirtieth, tw thousand five and who takes the next wit-
ten exam offered after the effective date of this subparagraph by the
city of Buffalo civil service commission for enploynent as a police
officer in the city of Buffalo police departnent, or June thirtieth, two
t housand si x, whichever is later; and

(ii1) such maximum age requirenment of thirty-five years shall not
apply to any police officer of any county, town, city or village police
force not otherwise provided for in this section if the eligible |ist
has been exhausted and there are no other eligible candi dates; provided,
however, the police officer thenselves are on the eligible Iist of such
county, town, city or village and neet all other requirenents of nerit
and fitness set forth by this chapter and do not exceed the nmaxi num age
of thirty-nine;

(b) he OR SHE is a high school graduate or a holder of a high schoo
equi val ency di pl oma i ssued by an education departnment of any of the
states of the United States or a holder of a conparable diplom issued
by any conmonwealth, territory or possession of the United States or by
the Canal Zone or a holder of a report fromthe United States arned
forces certifying his OR HER successful conpletion of the tests of
general educational devel opnent, high school |evel;

(c) he OR SHE satisfies the height, weight and physical fitness
requi renents prescribed by the nunicipal police training council pursu-
ant to the provisions of section eight hundred forty of the executive
l aw; and

(d) he OR SHE is of good noral character.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 58 of the civil service |aw, as anended
by chapter 32 of the laws of 1999, is anmended to read as foll ows:

2. The provisions of this section shall not prevent any county, city,
t own, village, housing authority, transit authority J[or], police
district OR THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATION from setting
nore restrictive requirenments of eligibility for its police officers,
except the maxi mum age to be a police officer as provided in paragraph
(a) of subdivision one of this section.

S 3. Subdivision 3 of section 58 of the civil service |aw, as anmended
by chapter 435 of the laws of 1997, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. As used in this section, the term"police officer" neans a POLICE
OFFI CER | N THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON, A nenber of the
regional state park police or a police force, police departnent, or
ot her organi zation of a county, city, town, village, housing authority,
transit authority or police district, who is responsible for the
prevention and detection of crine and the enforcenment of the genera
crimnal laws of the state, but shall not include any person serving as
such solely by virtue of his OR HER occupyi ng any other office or posi-
tion, nor shall such terminclude a sheriff, under-sheriff, conmm ssioner
of police, deputy or assistant conm ssioner of police, chief of police,
deputy or assistant chief of police or any person having an equivalent
title who is appointed or enployed to exercise equival ent supervisory
authority.

S 4. Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subdivision 4 of section 58 of the
civil service law, as amended by chapter 435 of the | aws of 1997, are
amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Any person who has received provisional or pernmanent appointnent
in the conpetitive class of the civil service as a police officer of the
regi onal state park police, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON
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or any police force or police departnment of any county, city, town,
village, housing authority, transit authority or police district shal
be eligible to resign fromany police force or police departnent, and to
be appointed as a police officer in the sane or any other police force
or police departnent wi thout satisfying the age requirenments set forth
in paragraph (a) of subdivision one of this section at the tinme of such
second or subsequent appointnent, provided such second or subsequent
appoi ntnment occurs within thirty days of the date of resignation.

(b) Any person who has recei ved pernmanent appoi ntnent in the conpet-
itive class of the civil service as a police officer of +the regiona
state park police, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON or any
police force or police departnent of any county, «city, town, village,
housing authority, transit authority or police district shall be eligi-
ble to resign fromany police force or police departnment and, subject to
such civil service rules as may be applicable, shall be eligible for
reinstatenent in the sanme police force or police departnment or in any
ot her police force or police departnment to which he OR SHE was eligible
for transfer, without satisfying the age requirenents set forth in para-
graph (a) of subdivision one of this section at the tinme of such rein-
statenment, provided such reinstatenent occurs within one year of the
date of resignation.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



