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AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to restricting ownership of
Vi ci ous dogs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The penal law is anended by adding a new section 270.40 to
read as foll ows:

S 270. 40 UNLAWFUL ONNERSHI P OF A VI Cl QUS DOG

A PERSON IS GULTY OF UNLAWFUL OMNERSHI P OF A VI Cl QUS DOG WHEN SUCH
PERSON, HAVI NG BEEN PREVI QUSLY CONVI CTED OF A FELONY OFFENSE DEFI NED I N
ARTI CLE TWO HUNDRED TVWENTY OF THI S CHAPTER, OMS, POSSESSES OR HARBORS A
VICl QUS DOG W THI N FI VE YEARS OF THE COVPLETI ON OF THE SENTENCE, | NCLUD-
ING ALL TERMS OF | MPRISONMENT, PAROLE AND PROBATION, | MPOSED UPON
CONVI CTI ON OF ANY SUCH FELONY OFFENSE.

FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTION "VI Cl QUS DOG' SHALL MEAN ANY DOG THAT
VEEI GHS TWENTY POUNDS OR MORE AND THAT HAS ElI THER BEEN TRAI NED TO PHYS-
| CALLY ATTACK PERSONS OR HAS EXHI BI TED A VI Cl QUS DI SPCSI TI ON OR PROPEN-
SITY.

UNLAWFUL OANERSHI P OF A VICIOUS DOG | S A CLASS A M SDEMEANOR.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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