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STATE OF NEW YORK

8532
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
July 13, 2011

Introduced by M of A N RVERA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring |I|icensure
for the paral egal profession

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new article 167 to

read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 167
PARALEGAL
SECTI ON 8800. | NTRODUCTI ON.
8801. PARALEGAL PROGRAM
8802. USE OF THE TI TLE " PARALEGAL".

S 8800. | NTRODUCTION. TH S ARTI CLE APPLIES TO THE PARALEGAL PROFES-
SION. THE GENERAL PROVI SIONS FOR ALL PROFESSI ONS CONTAI NED I N ARTI CLE
ONE HUNDRED THI RTY OF THI'S TI TLE APPLY TO THI S ARTI CLE.

S 8801. PARALEGAL PROGRAM 1. THE BOARD OF REGENTS UPON THE RECOMVEN-
DATION OF THE COW SSIONER SHALL ESTABLI SH A PROGRAM TO REQUI RE THE
LI CENSURE OF ALL PARALEGALS PRACTICING IN THI S STATE.

2. THE PROGRAM SHALL: (A) DEFINE THE SCOPE OF PARALEGAL PRACTI CE;
PROVI DE MANDATORY M NI MUM STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES FOR | NI TI AL QUALI -
FI CATI ONS; AND PROVI DE REQUI REMENTS FOR CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON, CERTI F-
| CATI ON, AND PROFESSI ONAL CONDUCT;

(B) ESTABLI SH LI CENSE APPLI CATI ON FEES AND LI CENSE RENEWAL FEES, WHI CH
SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS EACH. THE REVENUES GENERATED FROM
SUCH FEES SHALL BE USED SOLELY TO ADM NI STER THE PROGRAM AND SHALL BE
SET AT A LEVEL THAT DOES NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE
CONTI NUED OPERATI ON OF THE PROGRAM AND

(C) CREATE AN | NDEPENDENT BOARD TO ADOPT RULES AND REGULATI ONS, ESTAB-
LI SH PROCEDURES, AND ASSI ST THE BOARD | N ADM NI STERI NG THI S SECTI ON.

S 8802. USE OF THE TI TLE "PARALEGAL". ONLY A PERSON LICENSED UNDER
TH S ARTI CLE SHALL USE THE TI TLE " PARALEGAL".

S 2. This act shall take effect on July 1, 2011.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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