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STATE OF NEW YORK

8046
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 27, 2011

I ntroduced by M of A TH ELE, CALHOUN, KOLB -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M
of A J. MLLER RABBITT -- read once and referred to the Commttee on
Educat i on

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to high performng
school s nodi fying state mandat ed curricul um

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 3204-a
to read as foll ows:

S 3204-A. FREEDOM FROM STATE MANDATES. 1. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THI' S SECTI ON THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG
MEANI NGS:

(A) "H GH PERFORM NG SCHOOL" MEANS AN ELEMENTARY, M DDLE OR HI GH
SCHOOL DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO BE AMONG THE TOP TWENTY PERCENT
OF H GHEST PERFORM NG SCHOOLS | N NEW YORK STATE.

(B) "CURRICULUM PLAN' MEANS A PLAN SUBM TTED BY A H GH PERFORM NG
SCHOOL TO THE DEPARTMENT DESCRI BI NG THE CURRI CULUM MANDATES THE SCHOOL
PROPCSES TO MODIFY. SUCH PLAN SHALL | NCLUDE A DESCRI PTI ON OF HOW THE
SCHOOL W LL CONTINUE TO MAI NTAIN | TS H GH PERFORM NG STATUS.

2. H GH PERFORM NG SCHOOL CRI TERIA. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELCP
CRITERFA FOR DETERM NING THOSE SCHOOLS THAT ARE AMONG THE TOP TVENTY
PERCENT PERFORM NG HI GH SCHOOLS, M DDLE SCHOOLS AND ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
IN NEW YORK STATE. SUCH CRI TERI A SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT NECESSARI LY BE
LIMTED TO, AN ATTENDANCE RATE OF AT LEAST NI NETY PERCENT, A STUDENT
POPULATI ON WHERE AT LEAST EIGHTY PERCENT MEETS OR EXCEEDS ALL STATE
MANDATED TESTI NG REQUI REMENTS FOR AT LEAST TWO CONSECUTI VE YEARS, AND
CONTI NUED | MPROVEMENT | N MEETI NG OR EXCEEDI NG ACADEM C STANDARDS.

3. EXEMPTIONS. A H GH PERFORM NG SCHOOL SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM ALL STATE
AND LOCAL LAWS, RULES, REGULATIONS OR POLICIES GOVERNI NG PUBLI C OR
PRI VATE SCHOOLS, BOARDS OF EDUCATI ON AND SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, EXCEPT THOSE
RELATING TO SCHOOL PERSONNEL, AS SPECI FI CALLY PROVIDED I N THE SCHOOL' S

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CURRI CULUM PLAN. NOTHI NG IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL AFFECT THE REQUI RE-
MENTS OF COVMPULSORY EDUCATI ON OF M NORS ESTABLI SHED BY THI S PART. A H GH
PERFORM NG SCHOOL SHALL MEET THE SAME HEALTH AND SAFETY, ClVIL RI GHTS,
AND STUDENT ASSESSMENT REQUI REMENTS APPLI CABLE TO OTHER PUBLI C SCHOCLS.

4. EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS. A H GH PERFORM NG SCHOOL SHALL DESIGN I TS
EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS TO MEET OR EXCEED THE STUDENT PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
ADOPTED BY THE BQARD OF REGENTS AND THE STUDENT PERFORVMANCE STANDARDS
CONTAI NED | N THEI R CHARTER. STUDENTS ATTENDI NG H GH PERFORM NG SCHOOLS
SHALL BE REQUI RED TO TAKE RECGENTS EXAM NATI ONS TO THE SAME EXTENT SUCH
EXAM NATI ONS ARE REQUI RED OF OTHER PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS. A H GH
PERFORM NG SCHOOL OFFERING |INSTRUCTION | N THE H GH SCHOOL GRADES MAY
GRANT REGENTS DI PLOVAS AND LOCAL DI PLOVAS TO THE SAME EXTENT AS OTHER
PUBLI C SCHOOLS, AND SUCH OTHER CERTI FI CATES AND HONORS AS ARE SPECI F-
| CALLY AUTHORI ZED BY THEI R CURRI CULUM PLAN, AND |IN TESTI MONY THERECF
G VE SU TABLE CERTIFI CATES, HONORS AND DI PLOVAS UNDER I TS SEAL; AND
EVERY CERTI FI CATE AND DI PLOVA SO GRANTED SHALL ENTI TLE THE CONFEREE TO
ALL PRIVILEGES AND | MMUNI TI ES WHI CH BY USAGE OR STATUTE ARE ALLOWED FOR
SI M LAR DI PLOVAS OF CORRESPONDI NG GRADE GRANTED BY ANY OTHER PUBLIC
SCHOOL.

5. MODI FI CATI ON OF CURRI CULUM MANDATE. EACH JUNE FI RST, THE DEPART-
MENT SHALL PUBLI SH A LI ST OF THE H GH PERFORM NG SCHOCOLS. HI GH PERFORM
I NG SCHOOLS MAY SUBM T TO THE DEPARTMENT A PROPCSED CURRI CULUM PLAN,
VHI CH SPECI FI ES THE SPECI FI C STATE AND LOCAL LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS
OR POLICCES OF WHCH A SCHOOL WSHES TO BE RELI EVED. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL REVI EW THE PROPOSED CURRI CULUM PLAN W THI N SI XTY DAYS AND ACCEPT
THE PLAN OR PROPOSE CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL'S PLAN. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
O THE DI STRICT W TH JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE HI GH PERFORM NG SCHOOL SHALL
CONSI DER THE DEPARTMENT'S PROPOSED CHANGES BEFORE | MPLEMENTI NG THE
SCHOOL' S CURRI CULUM PLAN. THEREAFTER, SUCH HI GH PERFORM NG SCHOOL SHALL
HAVE AN AUTOVATI C APPROVAL OF SUCH CURRI CULUM PLAN FOR FOUR YEARS. I N NO
EVENT SHALL A DI STRICT BE RELIEVED FROM COWLYING WTH THE EXI STI NG
COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG AGREEMENT | N EFFECT I N SUCH DI STRI CT OR ANY LAW OR
REGULATI ON RELATED TO PERSONNEL | SSUES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nmade on or before such effective date.



