Co~NOUITR~hWNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

756--A
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by M of A RABBITT, STEVENSON, RAI A, CROUCH, HAWEY, MOLI NA-
RO -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A BURLING -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Local Governnents -- conmttee di scharged, bill
anmended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commt-
tee

AN ACT to amend the town | aw and the general nunicipal law, in relation
to authorizing certain fire districts to offer certain benefits to
their volunteer firefighters subject to a mandatory referendum

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 18 of section 176 of the town |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 7-b to read as foll ows:

(7-B) THE PAYMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION |IN DEPARTMENT DRILLS AND
RESPONSES MADE TO VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTERS AND VOLUNTEER OFFI CERS OF THE
FI RE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED EI GHTEEN- A OF THE CGENER-
AL MUNI Cl PAL LAW

S 2. The general municipal law is amended by adding a new section
218-a to read as foll ows:

S 218-A PAYMENTS FOR PARTICI PATION I N DEPARTMENT DRILLS AND
RESPONSES. 1. UPON THE AFFI RVATI VE VOTE OF AT LEAST SI XTY PERCENT OF THE
GOVERNI NG BOARD OF A FIRE DI STRICT WHI CH HAS ESTABLI SHED A SERVI CE AWARD
PROGRAM PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE, THERE SHALL BE HELD A MANDATORY REFER-
ENDUM OF THE ELI A BLE VOTERS WTHIN SUCH FIRE DI STRICT TO DETERM NE
VHETHER SUCH GOVERNI NG BOARD SHALL AUTHORI ZE PAYMENTS FOR PARTI Cl PATI ON
| N DEPARTMENT DRI LLS AND RESPONSES PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S
SECTI ON.

2. THE REFERENDUM DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL
STATE THE MAXI MUM ANNUAL COST OF THE PAYMENTS AUTHORI ZED, | NCLUDI NG THE
ESTI MATED ANNUAL ADM NI STRATI ON COSTS AND THE MAXI MUM ANNUAL PAYMENT TO
A PARTI Cl PATI NG ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER, PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. THE MAXI MUM ANNUAL COST TO A FIRE DI STRICT OF THE PAYMENTS AUTHOR-
| ZED SHALL BE TWO HUNDRED FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THE NMAXI MUM ANNUAL
PAYMENT TO OR ON BEHALF OF A PARTI ClI PATI NG ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER
SHALL BE SI X THOUSAND DOLLARS.

4. ONCE SUCH PAYMENTS HAVE BEEN AUTHORI ZED, THE AUTHORI ZATI ON MAY BE
ABOLI SHED OR AMENDED I N THE SAME MANNER AS | T WAS APPROVED BY THE PROCE-
DURES SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF TH' S SECTI QN, BUT NO SUCH ABOLI SH-
MENT OR AMENDMVENT MAY BE EFFECTI VE PRIOR TO THE FI RST DAY OF THE CALEN-
DAR YEAR FOLLOW NG SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ON.

5. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF LAW NO MEMBER OF THE
GOVERNI NG BOARD OF THE FIRE DI STRICT IS PROH BI TED, BY VI RTUE OF BEI NG A
MEMBER OF A VCOLUNTEER FI RE COVPANY OR DEPARTMENT, FROM VOTI NG UPON A
RESCLUTI ON AUTHORI ZI NG A REFERENDUM ON THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A SERVI CE
AWARD PROGRAM | F MORE THAN FORTY PERCENT OF THE GOVERNI NG BOARD WOULD
OTHERW SE BE PRCHI Bl TED FROM VOTI NG UPON SUCH RESOLUTI ON. ANY MEMBER OF
SUCH GOVERNI NG BOARD VOTI NG UPON SUCH RESOLUTI ON WHO SERVES AS A MEMBER
OF A VOLUNTEER FI RE COMPANY OR DEPARTMENT SHALL PUBLICLY DI SCLOSE |IN
WRITING TO THE GOVERNING BOARD SUCH STATUS. SUCH WRI TTEN DI SCLOSURE
SHALL BE PART OF AND SET FORTH IN THE OFFI CI AL RECORD OF THE PROCEEDI NGS
OF SUCH GOVERNI NG BQOARD.

6. RECEI PT OF SUCH PAYMENTS SHALL NOT ALTER THE STATUS OF A PERSON AS
AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER UNDER THI S ARTI CLE, OR AS A VOLUNTEER
FI REMAN PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THREE OF THE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER S BENEFI T
LAW OR AS A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER UNDER SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED FIVE-B OF
TH'S CHAPTER, OR AS A VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER OR VOLUNTEER FI RE OFFI CER
UNDER ANY OTHER LAW OR REGULATI ON AND SUCH PERSONS SHALL NOT BE DEEMED
PAI D FI REFI GHTERS BY VI RTUE OF RECEI PT OF SUCH PAYMENTS.

7. EACH ACTIVE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER WHO I S A MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER
FI RE COVMPANY OR DEPARTMENT WTHIN A FIRE DI STRICT THAT HAS AUTHORI ZED
PAYMENTS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, MAY ELECT TO RECEI VE SUCH PAYMENTS I N
LI EU OF BEI NG GRANTED CREDI TS FOR DRI LLS AND PARTI Cl PATI ON | N DEPARTMENT
RESPONSES AS WOULD OTHERW SE BE GRANTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED
SEVENTEEN OF THI S ARTI CLE. A PARTI Cl PATI NG ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER
SHALL BE PAI D, SUBJECT TO ANY APPLI CABLE W THHOLDI NG TAXES, FI VE DOLLARS
FOR PARTI CI PATING | N EACH QUALI FI ED DRI LL APPROVED BY THE CH EF OF THE
DI STRICT OR H'S OR HER DESI GNEE AND FI VE DOLLARS FOR PARTI ClI PATING IN
ANY QUALI FI ED EMERGENCY RESPONSE. A QUALI FI ED DRI LL MEANS ANY DRI LL FOR
VH CH PO NTS COULD BE GRANTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION (C) OF SECTION TWO
HUNDRED SEVENTEEN OF THI S ARTI CLE. A QUALI FI ED EMERGENCY RESPONSE MEANS
ANY DEPARTMENT RESPONSE FOR VWH CH PO NTS COULD BE GRANTED PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SION (C) OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED SEVENTEEN CF THI S ARTI CLE.

8. AN ELECTI ON BY AN ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER TO RECEI VE PAYMENTS
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, SHALL BE MADE | N VWRI TI NG ON A FORM APPROVED BY
THE BOARD OF THE FI RE DI STRI CT AND SI GNED BY THE ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI RE-
FI GHTER NOT MORE THAN SI XTY DAYS | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE COVMENCEMENT
OF THE CALENDAR YEAR, AND NOT DURI NG SUCH CALENDAR YEAR FOR VWH CH
PAYMENTS UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE ELECTED IN LI EU OF CREDI TS UNDER A
SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM A TIMELY ELECTI ON SHALL BE MADE BY THE ACTI VE
VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER FOR EACH SUBSEQUENT CALENDAR YEAR  SUCH AN
ELECTION SHALL NOT' BE REVOCABLE BY THE ACTI VE VOLUNTEER FI REFI GHTER
DURI NG AND W TH RESPECT TO THE CALENDAR YEAR FOR VHHCH HE OR SHE HAS
ELECTED TO BE ELI G BLE FOR PAYMENTS UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

9. A RECI PI ENT OF ANY PAYMENTS, PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, FOR A CALEN-
DAR YEAR SHALL NOT BE ELI G BLE FOR ANY CREDI TS FOR DRI LLS OR FOR PARTI C-
| PATI ON | N DEPARTMENT RESPONSES FOR THAT CALENDAR YEAR
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10. TH' S SECTI ON SHALL BE APPLI CABLE ONLY TO FI RE DI STRICTS W THI N THE
TOM OF WALLKILL I'N ORANGE COUNTY.

S 3. A fire district which has determ ned to provide paynents for
participation in departnment drills and responses pursuant to section
218-a of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by section two of this act,
shall cause an independent review of such paynment programto be nade on
or before March 1, 2014. Such report shall be furnished to the governor,
tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly and the
office of fire prevention and control in the departnment of state.

S 4. This act shall take effect i mediately provided, however, that,
no paynments authorized under section 218-a of the general rmunicipal |aw,
as added by section two of this act, shall accrue on or after January 1,
2015.



