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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 10, 2011

Introduced by M of A PEOPLES-STOKES, GANTT -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Education -- commttee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted to said conmittee --
recommtted to the Commttee on Education in accordance with Assenbly
Rule 3, sec. 2 -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said comittee -- again
reported from said conmttee wth anmendnments, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to permtting the parents
of students attending a persistently |owest-achieving school to choose
an education intervention nodel; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |l egislature hereby finds that the
current state of our education systemin New York state is not providing
all its students with access to the best possible education, thus inhib-
iting their ability to become fully participating nenbers of society.
New York state was recently ranked 35th in the country in their progress
on the National Assessnent of Educational Progress, otherwise referred
to as the Nation's Report Card, a national test instituted every other
year to students in every state. The gaps in achievenent between
students based on race and geographic |ocation are staggering and unac-
ceptable. In 2011, White students in New York state were al nost twi ce as
likely as their African-Anerican and H spanic counterparts to neet basic
standards in reading and witing. According to the state education
department, in 2011 only 47% of public high school students in the city
of Buffalo and the city of Rochester graduated, a reduction from a 53%
graduation rate in 2009.

Al t hough there have been steps taken on the state |evel to correct and
reverse these alarmng trends and gaps in achievenent, the speed with
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which they are inplenented is insufficient, and the varying needs of
districts cannot be net by one universal approach. The |egislature
bel i eves that to ensure the successful rehabilitation of our |owest
perform ng schools, we nmust engage and encourage the invol venent of the
parents in the process. Allow ng parents to assert control over how
persistently |owest achieving schools are revitalized will instill a
sense of ownership over the approach inplenmented, and hel p ensure their
continued involvenent in the process. Wen considering howto best
address their individual situation, parents will have to becone organ-
ized and infornmed about the different challenges the school faces.
Parental involvenent is the only aspect of education reform that the
state and the |ocal educational authorities have little to no control
over, yet it is a requirenent for many prograns and grants designed to
assi st in these nmuch needed reforns.

Therefore, this legislation will provide a pilot programthat allows
parents, in a portion the state identified as having persistently | owest
achi eving schools, to collectively come together and provide direction
on how to correct and ensure the adequate education of their children.

S 2. Short title. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
"parent enpowerment pilot progran'.

S 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 3613 to read
as foll ows:

S 3613. PARENT EMPOANERMENT PI LOT PROGRAM 1. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S
SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL MEAN:

A.  "PERSI STENTLY LOWEST- ACHI EVI NG SCHOOL" MEANS A PUBLI C SCHOOL THAT
HAS FAI LED TO MAKE ANNUAL YEAR PROGRESS FOR FOUR YEARS IN A ROW OR MORE
AS | DENTI FI ED BY THE COW SSI ONER.

B. "INTERVENTI ON MODEL" MEANS FEDERAL EDUCATI ON | NTERVENTI ON MODELS,
VH CH | NCLUDE THE TURNAROUND MODEL, RESTART MODEL, TRANSFORMATI ON MODEL
OR CLOSURE MODEL.

C. "TURNAROUND MODEL" MEANS THAT A SCHOOL MUST REPLACE THE PRI NCI PAL
AND REH RE NO MORE THAN FI FTY PERCENT OF THE SCHOOL'S STAFF, ADOPT A NEW
GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE, PROVIDE JOB-EMBEDDED PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT,
OFFER STAFF FI NANCI AL AND CAREER- ADVANCEMENT | NCENTI VES, | MPLEMENT A
RESEARCH BASED, ALIGNED | NSTRUCTI ONAL PROGRAM  EXTEND LEARNI NG AND
TEACHER PLANNI NG Tl ME, CREATE A COVMUNI TY- ORI ENTATI ON, AND PROVI DE OPER-
ATI NG FLEXI BI LI TY.

D. "RESTART MODEL" MEANS THAT A SCHOOL CLOSES AND REOPENS UNDER A
CHARTER SCHOOL OPERATOR, A CHARTER MANAGEMENT ORGANI ZATION (CMO) OR AN
EDUCATI ON PARTNERSHI P ORGANI ZATI ON THAT HAS BEEN SELECTED THROUGH A
Rl GOROUS REVI EW PROCESS. A RESTART MODEL MUST ENROLL, W THI N THE GRADES
| T SERVES, ANY FORMER STUDENT WHO W SHES TO ATTEND.

E. " TRANSFORVATI ON MODEL" MEANS THAT A SCHOOL MUST REPLACE THE PRI NCI -
PAL, PROVI DE JOB- EMBEDDED PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT, | MPLEMENT A Rl GOROUS
TEACHER- EVALUATION  AND REWARD SYSTEM OFFER FINANCI AL AND CAREER
ADVANCEMENT | NCENTI VES, | MPLEMENT COWMPREHENSI VE | NSTRUCTI ONAL REFORM
EXTEND LEARNI NG AND TEACHER- PLANNI NG TI ME, CREATE A COVMUNI TY- ORI ENTA-
TI ON, AND PROVI DE OPERATI NG FLEXI BI LI TY AND SUSTAI NED SUPPORT.

F. "CLOSURE MODEL" MEANS THAT THE SCHOOL |S CLOSED AND | TS STUDENTS
ARE ENROLLED I N OTHER, HI GHER- ACHI EVI NG SCHOOLS.

G "SCHOOL DI STRI CT" MEANS A LOCAL EDUCATI ON AUTHORI TY W TH JURI SDI G-
TI ON OVER A SUBJECT SCHOOL.

H. "FINAL DI SPOSI TI ON' MEANS A DECISION BY A SCHOOL DISTRICT WTH
REGARD TO A PETI TI ON SEEKI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF AN | NTERVENTI ON MODEL
AT A SUBJECT SCHOOL UNDER THEI R JURI SDI CTI ON.
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. "PETITION' MEANS A DOCUMENT USED BY PETI TI ONERS SEEKI NG SUPPORT FOR
AN | NTERVENTI ON MODEL AT A SUBJECT SCHOOL CONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S SECTI ON.

J. "PETITI ONER" MEANS A PARENT OR OTHER PERSON WORKI NG W TH PARENTS OF
A SUBJECT SCHOOL TO COLLECT SI GNATURES | N SUPPORT OF A PETI TI ON SEEKI NG
TO | MPLEMENT AN | NTERVENTI ON MODEL AT A SUBJECT SCHOQOL.

K. "LEAD PETI TI ONER* MEANS UP TO FI VE PARENTS WTH STUDENTS ENROLLED
IN A SUBJECT SCHOOL WHO | NI TI ATE AND LEAD A PETI TI ON DRI VE SEEKI NG TO
| MPLEMENT AN | NTERVENTI ON MODEL | N THAT SUBJECT SCHOOL.

L. "CONTACT PERSON' MEANS AN | NDI VI DUAL LEAD PETI TI ONER DESI GNATED TO
BE THE OFFICI AL CONTACT PERSON W TH REGARD TO OFFI CI AL COVMUNI CATI ONS
REQUI RED UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

M " PARENT" MEANS A PARENT, LEGAL GUARDI AN, OR FOSTER PARENT RESPONSI -
BLE FOR EDUCATI ON DECI SI ONS FOR A PUBLI C SCHOOL STUDENT ENRCLLED IN A
SUBJECT SCHOQOL.

N.  "SUBJECT SCHOOL" MEANS A PERSI STENTLY LOWEST- ACHI EVI NG SCHOOL THAT
'S THE SUBJECT OF A PETI TI ON SEEKI NG TO | MPLEMENT AN | NTERVENTI ON MCODEL.

O "ELI G BLE STUDENT" MEANS A STUDENT ENROLLED AT A SUBJECT SCHOOL ON
THE DATE WHEN A PETI TI ON SEEKI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF AN | NTERVENTI ON
MCDEL 1S COVMENCED.

2. A ANY SCHOCL |DENTIFIED BY THE COWM SSIONER AS PERSI STENTLY
LOANEST- ACHI EVING SHALL BE ELIGBLE FOR PARTICI PATION | N THE PARENT
EMPONERVENT PI LOT PROGRAM  THE PROGRAM SHALL ALLOW PARENTS OF A SUBJECT
SCHOCL TO ClI RCULATE PETI TIONS | N SUPPCORT OF AN | NTERVENTI ON MODEL, WHI CH
A SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL ACT UPON PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTION | F FI FTY- ONE
PERCENT OR MORE OF THE PARENTS OF THE STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE SUBJECT
SCHOCL SIGN A PETITION I N SUPPORT OF THE | NTERVENTI ON MODEL. SUCH PETI -
TI ON SHALL BE PREPARED AND SUBM TTED I N ACCORDANCE W TH SUBDI VI SI ONS
THREE, FOUR AND FIVE OF THI S SECTI ON. SUCH PETI TI ON SHALL | DENTI FY ONLY
ONE | NTERVENTI ON MODEL, AND ALL ELI G BLE PARENTS SHALL BE AFFORDED THE
OPPORTUNI TY TO PARTI Cl PATE.

B. A SCHOOL DI STRICT MJST PROVIDE IN WRITING TO ANY PERSON VWHO
REQUESTS | T TOTAL SUBJECT SCHOOL ENROLLMENT DATA AND THE NUMBER OF
SI GNATURES THAT WOULD BE REQUI RED TO | MPLEMENT AN | NTERVENTI ON MODEL
PURSUANT TO THE STANDARD PROVI DED | N PARAGRAPH A OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

C. UPON SUBM SSION OF A PETITION, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN WH CH THE
SUBJECT SCHOCL |S LOCATED SHALL BE REQUI RED TO | MPLEMENT THE SPECI FI ED
| NTERVENTI ON MODEL OR AN ALTERNATI VE | NTERVENTI ON MODEL PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SIONS OF SUBDI VI SION SI X OF THI S SECTI ON.

D. NOTW THSTANDI NG  ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, A SUBJECT
SCHOCL WHI CH | S DESI GNATED I N ACCORDANCE W TH THI' S SECTI ON TO RESTART AS
A CHARTER SCHOCOL SHALL APPLY FOR A CHARTER AND OPERATE | N ACCORDANCE
W TH ARTI CLE FI FTY-SI X OF TH S CHAPTER, PROVI DED HOWNEVER:

(1) A CHARTER SCHOCL CREATED UNDER THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL SERVE THE
SAME POPULATI ON AND GRADES AS THE PREVI QUS SCHOOL;

(1'l') NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW ALL STUDENTS ENROLLED
AT THE TI ME THE PETI TI ON PROCESS COVMENCES SHALL BE G VEN THE OPPCORTU-
NITY TO ENROLL IN THE CHARTER SCHOCOL PRI OR TO THE ADM SSI ON OF OTHER
STUDENTS; AND

(1'1'1') THE PROVI SI ONS OF PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE AND SUBPAR-
AGRAPH (1) OF PARAGRAPH (B-1) OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTION 2854 OF
TH'S CHAPTER SHALL NOT APPLY TO CHARTER SCHOOLS OPENED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON.

3. A A PETITION SHALL ONLY CONTAI N SI GNATURES OF PARENTS OF STUDENTS
ATTENDI NG THE SUBJECT SCHOQOL.

B. ONLY ONE PARENT PER STUDENT MAY SI GN A PETI TI ON.
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C. A PETITION MNAY BE SIGNED BY A PARENT ONCE FOR EACH OF H' S OR HER
STUDENTS ATTENDI NG THE SUBJECT SCHOOL, PROVI DED HONEVER A SEPARATE PETI -
TI ON BOX MUST BE COWPLETED IN ITS ENTIRETY FOR EACH O HS OR HER
STUDENTS.

D. A PETITION MAY BE Cl RCULATED AND PRESENTED | N SECTI ONS, SO LONG AS
EACH SECTI ON COVPLI ES W TH REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH [N TH' S SUBDI VI SI ON
AND SUBDI VI SION FOUR OF THI S SECTI ON REGARDI NG THE CONTENT OF THE PETI -
TI ON.

E. SIGNATURE GATHERERS MAY NOT OFFER 4 FTS, REWARDS, OR TANG BLE
| NCENTI VES TO PARENTS TO SI GN A PETI TI ON. NOR SHALL SI GNATURE GATHERERS
MAKE ANY THREATS OF COERCI VE ACTI ON, FALSE STATEMENTS OR FALSE PROM SES
OF BENEFITS TO PARENTS |IN ORDER TO PERSUADE THEM TO SI GN A PETI Tl ON,
EXCEPT THAT SI GNATURE GATHERERS, SCHOOL SI TE STAFF OR OTHER MEMBERS OF
THE PUBLI C MAY DI SCUSS EDUCATI ON RELATED | MPROVEMENTS HOPED TO BE REAL-
| ZED BY | MPLEMENTI NG ANY | NTERVENTI ON DESCRI BED |IN THESE REGULATI ONS.
SI GNATURE GATHERERS, STUDENTS, SCHOCL S| TE STAFF, SCHOOL DI STRI CT STAFF,
MEMBERS OF THE COVMUNITY, AND PARENTS SHALL BE FREE FROM HARASSMENT,
THREATS, AND | NTI M DATI ON RELATED TO Cl RCULATION OF OR SIGNING A PETI -
TION, AND FROM BEI NG DI SCOURAGED TO SI GN OR BEI NG ENCOURAGED TO REVOKE
THEI R SI GNATURE ON A PETI TI ON. SI GNATURE GATHERERS SHALL DI SCLOSE | F
THEY ARE BEI NG PAI D AND SHALL NOT BE PAI D PER SI GNATURE.

F.  SUBJECT SCHOOL OR DI STRI CT RESOURCES SHALL NOT BE USED TO | MPEDE,
ASSI ST OR I N ANY WAY | NFLUENCE THE PETI Tl ON SI GNATURE GATHERI NG PROCESS
OTHER THAN AS SPECI FI CALLY PROVIDED IN TH S SECTI ON.

4. A THE PETITI ON AND EACH SECTI ON OF THE PETI TI ON SHALL CONTAI N THE
FOLLOW NG ELEMENTS:

(1) A HEADI NG WHI CH STATES THAT IT IS A PETI TI ON OF PARENTS TO REQUEST
THAT A MODEL | NTERVENTI ON BE | MPLEMENTED AT THE SPECI FI ED SUBJECT SCHOOL
AND TO BE SUBM TTED TO A SPECI FI ED SCHOOL DI STRI CT;

(1'l) A STATEMENT THAT THE PETI TI ON SEEKS THE SI GNATURES OF THE PARENT
OF THE STUDENTS ATTENDI NG THE SUBJECT SCHOQOL,

(I'r1)y THE NAME AND PUBLI C CONTACT | NFORMATI ON OF THE CONTACT PERSON
VWHO IS TO BE CONTACTED BY PERSONS | NTERESTED I N THE PETITION OR BY THE
SCHOCL DI STRI CT;

(1'V) 1 DENTI FI CATI ON OF THE | NTERVENTI ON MODEL;

A DESCRIPTION OF THE | NTERVENTI ON MODEL USI NG THE LANGUAGE SET
FORTH I N PARAGRAPHS C, D, E, ORF OF SUBDIVISION ONE O TH S SECTI ON
WTHOUT OM SSION, TO ENSURE FULL DI SCLOSURE OF THE | MPACT OF THE | NTER-
VENTI ON MODEL;

(V1) THE NAME OF THE SUBJECT SCHOOL;

(VI'1) BOXES THAT ARE CONSECUTI VELY NUMBERED COMVENCI NG W TH NUMBER 1,
W TH SUFFI Cl ENT SPACE FOR THE SI GNATURE OF EACH PETI TI ON SI GNER AS VELL
AS H'S OR HER PRI NTED NAME, DATE, STUDENT'S NAME, THE STUDENT' S DATE OF
BIRTH, AND THE STUDENT'S CURRENT GRADE. THE BOXES MAY ALSO HAVE SPACE
FOR THE SI GNER' S ADDRESS, CI TY OR UN NCORPORATED COVMUNI TY NAME, AND ZI P
CODE, OR REQUEST OTHER | NFORVATI ON, AND, |F SO, THE PETITI ON SHALL MAKE
CLEAR THAT PROVI DI NG SUCH | NFORVATI ON | S VOLUNTARY AND CANNOT BE MADE A
CONDI TI ON OF SI GNI NG,

(M) AN AFFI RVATI ON THAT THE SI GNI NG PARENT | S REQUESTI NG THE SCHOOL
DI STRICT TO | MPLEMENT THE | DENTI FI ED | NTERVENTI ON MODEL AT THE SUBJECT
SCHOCOL;

(1'X) | F REQUESTI NG THAT A SCHOOL DI STRI CT | MPLEMENT THE RESTART MODEL
AND THAT THE SUBJECT SCHOOL BE REOPENED UNDER A SPECI FI C CHARTER SCHOOL
OPERATOR, CHARTER MANAGEMENT ORGANI ZATI ON, OR EDUCATI ON PARTNERSH P
ORGANI ZATI ON, A CLEAR STATEMENT CONTAI NI NG THAT | NFORMATI ON ON THE FRONT
OF THE PETI TI ON, | NCLUDI NG CONTACT | NFORVMATION OF THE CHARTER SCHOCL
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OPERATOR, CHARTER MANAGEMENT ORGANI ZATION OR EDUCATI ON PARTNERSH P
ORGANI ZATI ON;  AND

(X) THE NAVES OF ANY AGENCI ES OR ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT ARE SUPPORTI NG THE
PETI TI ON, ElI THER THROUGH DI RECT FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE OR | N- KI ND CONTRI B-
UTI ONS OF STAFF AND VOLUNTEER SUPPORT, MJST BE PROM NENTLY DI SPLAYED ON
THE FRONT PAGE OF THE PETI TI ON.

B. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP A SAMPLE PETITION, WH CH SHALL BE
AVAI LABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT'S WEBSI TE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE THE
SAMPLE PETI TI ON AVAI LABLE | N THE LANGUAGES PREDOM NANTLY SPOKEN |IN THE
AFFECTED COMMUNITY UPON REQUEST. A PETI TI ONER SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO
USE THE SAMPLE PETI TI ON; HOAEVER, ALTERNATE PETI TI ONS MUST CONTAIN ALL
REQUI RED COVPONENTS PURSUANT TO TH'S SECTI ON AND REGULATORY REQUI RE-
VENTS.

5. A COWLETED PETI TIONS SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT BY
THE LEAD PETI TI ONERS. LEAD PETI TI ONERS MAY NOT SUBM T A PETI TION TO THE
SCHOCL DI STRICT UNTIL THEY HAVE COLLECTED THE SI GNATURES OF FI FTY- ONE
PERCENT OR MCRE OF THE SUBJECT SCHOOL PARENTS. THE DATE OF SUBM SSI ON OF
THE PETI TI ON SHALL BE THE START DATE FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON OF ALL STATUTORY
AND REGULATORY REQUI REMENTS ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

B. CONSI STENT W TH PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDI VISION SIX OF TH S SECTION,
LEAD PETITIONERS SHALL BE ALLOANED TO RESUBM T THEI R PETI TI ON ONCE TO
CORRECT ERRORS | DENTI FI ED BY THE SCHOCL DI STRICT, VERFY S| GNATURES
AFTER A GOOD FAI TH EFFORT IS MADE BY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT TO DO SO FI RST,
OR SUBM T ADDI TI ONAL SI GNATURES. THE START DATE FOR A RESUBM TTED PETI -
TION SHALL BE THE DATE I'T | S RESUBM TTED. NO ROLLI NG PETI TI ONS SHALL BE
ACCEPTED BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

C. AT THE TIME OF PETITION SUBM SSI ON THE PETI TI ONERS SHALL SUBM T A
SEPARATE DOCUMENT THAT | DENTI FI ES THE LEAD PETI TI ONERS AND THE CONTACT
PERSON W TH THEI R CONTACT | NFORMATI ON. THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL SUBSE-
QUENTLY PROCESS ALL OFFI CI AL COVMMUNI CATI ONS PURSUANT TO TH'S SECTI ON
THROUGH THE CONTACT PERSON.

6. A UPON RECEIPT OF THE PETITION, THE SCHOCOL DI STRI CT MAY MAKE
REASONABLE EFFORTS TO VERI FY THAT THE SI GNATURES ON THE PETI TI ON CAN BE
COUNTED CONSI STENT W TH THESE REGULATI ONS. A SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL NOT
I NVALI DATE THE SI GNATURE OF A PARENT OF AN ELI G BLE STUDENT ON A M NOR
TECHNI CALI TY, AND SHALL ASSUVE THAT THE PARENT IS ENTI TLED TO SI GN THE
PETI TI ON UNLESS THERE IS CLEAR AND CONVI NCI NG EVI DENCE TO THE CONTRARY.
THE SCHOCL DI STRICT SHALL MAKE A GOOD FAI TH EFFORT TO CONTACT PARENTS
VWHEN A SI GNATURE IS NOT CLEARLY | DENTI FI ABLE | NCLUDI NG PHONE CALLS TO
THE PARENT.

B. IF, ON THE DATE THE PETITION IS SUBM TTED, A SUBJECT SCHOCL IS
| DENTI FI ED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH'S SECTI ON,
I T SHALL REMAIN A SUBJECT SCHOOL UNTIL FI NAL DI SPOSI TI ON OF THE PETI Tl ON
UNLESS THAT SCHOOL HAS CEASED TO BE | DENTI FI ED AS BEI NG | N | MPROVEMENT
STATUS.

C. IN CONNECTION WTH THE PETITION, THE SCHOOL DI STRICT MNAY ONLY
CONTACT PARENTS TO VERI FY ELI A BLE SI GNATURES ON THE PETI TI ON. THE LEAD
PETI TI ONERS FOR THE PETI TI ON SHALL BE CONSULTED TO ASSI ST | N CONTACTI NG
PARENTS WHEN THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT FAILS TO REACH A PARENT.

D. UPON RECElI PT, THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY, W THI N FORTY CALENDAR DAYS,
RETURN THE PETI TI ON TO THE CONTACT PERSON | F THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT DETER-
M NES ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) LESS THAN FI FTY- ONE PERCENT OF THE PARENTS OF STUDENTS MEETI NG THE
REQUI REMENTS OF PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON HAVE
SI GNED THE PETI TI ON;

(I'l) THE SCHOOL NAMED IN THE PETITION I'S NOT A SUBJECT SCHOOL; OR
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(1'11) THE PETI TI ON DOES NOT SUBSTANTI ALLY MEET THE REQUI REMENTS SPECI -
FIED I N SUBDI VI SI ONS THREE AND FOUR OF THI S SECTION. I N SUCH A CASE, THE
SCHOCL DI STRI CT SHALL | MMEDI ATELY PROVI DE THE CONTACT PERSON WRI TTEN
NOTICE OF |ITS REASONS FOR RETURNI NG THE PETI TI ON AND | TS SUPPORTI NG
FI NDI NGS.

E. IF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT FI NDS THAT SUFFI Cl ENT SI GNATURES CANNOT BE
VERI FI ED, | T SHALL | MVEDI ATELY NOTI FY THE CONTACT PERSON AND PROVI DE THE
CONTACT PERSON W TH THE NAMES OF THOSE PARENTS | T CANNOT VERIFY. THE
LEAD PETITIONERS SHALL BE PROVIDED SI XTY CALENDAR DAYS TO ASSI ST THE
SCHOCL DI STRICT I'N VERI FYI NG THE SI GNATURES. A NUMBER OF METHCODS MAY BE
USED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, AN OFFI Cl AL NOTARI ZATI ON PROCESS OR
HAVI NG THE PARENT APPEAR AT THE SCHOCOL OR DI STRI CT OFFI CE.

F. IF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT FI NDS ERRORS OR PROBLEMs WTH A SUBM TTED
PETI TI ON OTHER THAN THE NUMBER OF VALID PETITION SI GNATURES, | T SHALL
NOTI FY THE CONTACT PERSON IN WRI TI NG OF SUCH ERRORS OR PROBLEMs AND
REQUEST THAT THEY BE CORRECTED OR CLARI FI ED PRIOR TO THE FI NAL DI SPOSI -
TION OF THE PETI TI ON.

G IF THE PETITION | S RETURNED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH D, E OR F OF TH S
SuBDI VI SI ON, THE SAME PETITION MAY BE RESUBM TTED ONCE TO THE SCHOCL
DISTRRCT WTH VER FIED SI GNATURES OR OTHER NECESSARY CORRECTI ONS,
PROVI DED THAT NO SUBSTANTI VE CHANGES MAY BE MADE TO THE PETI TION. THE
RESUBM SSI ON MUST BE COMPLETED NO LATER THAN SI XTY CALENDAR DAYS AFTER
THE RETURN OF THE PETI TI ON PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON. UPON RESUBM S-
SION OF THE PETI TI ON, THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL HAVE TWENTY-FI VE CALEN-
DAR DAYS TO VERI FY THE RESUBM TTED SI GNATURES, ADDI Tl ONAL SI GNATURES OR
CORRECTI ONS TO THE PETI TI ON.

H | F SUBSTANTI VE CHANGES ARE MADE TO THE PETITION, |IT MUST BE REC R-
CULATED FOR SI GNATURES BEFORE | T MAY BE SUBM TTED TO THE SCHOCOL DI STRI CT
AND I T SHALL BE DEEMED A NEW PETI Tl ON.

. IF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT DOES NOT RETURN THE PETI TI ON, THE SCHOOL
DI STRI CT SHALL HAVE FORTY- FI VE CALENDAR DAYS FROM THE DATE THE PETI Tl ON
I S RECEI VED TO REACH A FI NAL DI SPOSI TI ON. THE DATE MAY BE EXTENDED BY AN
ADDI TI ONAL TWENTY- FI VE CALENDAR DAYS | F THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT AND THE LEAD
PETI TI ONERS AGREE TO THE EXTENSI ON I N VRI TI NG

J. THE SCHOCL DI STRI CT SHALL NOTI FY THE COMM SSI ONER | N WRI TI NG W THI N
FI FTEEN CALENDAR DAYS OF |ITS RECEIPT OF A PETITION, AND WTHI N FI VE
CALENDAR DAYS OF THE FINAL DI SPOSI TION OF THE PETITION. THE NOIlICE OF
FI NAL DI SPCSI TI ON SHALL STATE:

(1) THAT THE SCHOCL DI STRICT WLL | MPLEMENT THE MODEL | NTERVENTI ON | N
THE PETITION;, OR

(1'l) THE REASON I T CANNOT | MPLEMENT THE |INTERVENTION MODEL IN THE
PETI TI ON, DESI GNATE VWHI CH | NTERVENTI ON MODEL I T WLL | MPLEMENT | NSTEAD,
AND HOW THE | NTERVENTI ON MODEL SELECTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT WLL
ENSURE THAT THE SCHOOL W LL MAKE ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS.

K. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL REVI EW THE FI NAL DI SPCSI TI ON AS SUBM TTED BY
A SCHOCOL DISTRICT. |F THE COW SSI ONER CONCLUDES THAT THE SCHOOL
DI STRI CT HAS NOT PRESENTED SUFFI CI ENT GROUNDS FOR REJECTI NG THE RECOM
MENDED | NTERVENTION MCODEL |IN THE PETITI ON, OR HAS NOT PROVI DED SUFFI -
Cl ENT GROUNDS FOR CHOOSI NG AN ALTERNATIVE | NTERVENTION MODEL, THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL REJECT THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT'' S DECI SI ON. SUCH REJECTI ON
SHALL BE PROVIDED TO THE SCHOOL DI STRICT AND THE LEAD PETI TI ONER | N
VWRI TING WTHI N THI RTY DAYS OF RECEI PT OF THE FI NAL DI SPOSI TI ON FROM THE
SCHOCL DI STRICT, | NCLUDI NG | SSUES THAT THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY ADDRESS
I N RECONSI DERI NG THEI R DECI SION.  UPON RECEIPT OF THE COW SSI ONER S
DECI SI ON TO REJECT THEI R FI NAL DI SPOSI TI ON, A SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL HAVE
THRTY DAYS TO RESUBM T AN AMENDED FI NAL DI SPOSI TION. | F THE SCHOOL
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DI STRI CT DOES NOT SUBM T AN AMENDED FI NAL DI SPOSI TION WTH N THE THI RTY
DAY PERI OD, THE | NTERVENTI ON MODEL I N THE PETI TI ON SHALL BE | MPLEMENTED
BY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT. | F THE COVM SSI ONER CONCLUDES THAT A RE- SUBM T-
TED FINAL DECISION BY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT IS STILL | NSUFFI Cl ENT, THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL, W THI N THI RTY DAYS, | SSUE A FI NAL DI SPCSI TI ON AFTER
CONSULTING WTH THE SCHOOL DI STRICT AND THE LEAD PETI TI ONERS, AND THE
SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL | MPLEMENT THAT | NTERVENTI ON MODEL ON A Tl METABLE
SPECI FI ED BY THE COWM SSI ONER

7. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE APPLI CABLE TO Cl TI ES HAVI NG
A POPULATI ON OF MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED TWENTY- FI VE THOUSAND AND LESS THAN
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND.

8. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY
TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTION, |INCLUDING TO ENSURE THE
TRANSI TI ON | N SCHOOL GOVERNANCE AND OTHER CHANGES RELATED TO | MPLEMENTA-
TION OF THE TURNAROUND MODEL IN A MANNER THAT RESULTS IN M NI MAL
DI SRUPTI ON TO THE | NSTRUCTI ONAL ENVI RONVENT.

9. BY JANUARY FI RST OF THE YEAR IN WHI CH THI S ACT EXPI RES, THE DEPART-
MENT SHALL SUBM T TO THE OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE,
THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE SENATE STANDING COW TTEE ON
EDUCATI ON AND THE ASSEMBLY STANDI NG COVMM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON A REPORT OF
THE USAGE, | MPLEMENTATI ON, COST AND ALL RELEVANT STUDENT PERFORMANCE
DATA FOR SCHOOLS WHI CH PARTI Cl PATED | N THE PARENT EMPOAERMENT PROGRAM

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a |aw, provided, however, that
this act shall expire and be deened repealed ten years after the date of
enactnent, and provided further that the conmm ssioner of education shall
be immediately authorized and directed to pronulgate rules and regu-
| ati ons and take any and all other actions necessary to inplenment the
provi sions of this act on such date.



