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STATE OF NEW YORK

7208
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 18, 2011

Introduced by M of A HEASTIE -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to the New York city
transit authority on-track and surface omi bus program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 403 of the transportation | aw, as added by chapter
209 of the laws of 2007, is anmended to read as foll ows:

S 403. Definitions. For the purposes of this article:

1. "New York city transit authority" shall be deened to include its
subsidiary, the Manhattan and Bronx Surface Transit Operating Authority,
and any other agency that may cone under the control of the New York
city transit authority.

2. "New York city transit authority's on-track AND SURFACE OWI BUS
safety progrant shall nean the program as described in section four
hundred si x AND SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED EI GHT of this article.

S 2. Section 404 of the transportation |law, as added by chapter 209 of
the laws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 404. Establishnent of the New York city transit authority track AND
SURFACE OWN BUS safety task force. There is hereby established the New
York city transit track AND SURFACE OWI BUS safety task force wth
responsibility for the review of the New York city transit authority's
on-track AND SURFACE OWNI BUS safety program including the follow ng:

1. training and qualifications of affected enpl oyees;

2. appropriate procedures for protecting New York city transit author-
ity enpl oyees engaged in work along the track right-of-way, AND OPERA-
TORS OF SURFACE OWNI BUS VEHI CLES i ncludi ng good faith chall enge proce-
dur es;

3. instructions to train AND SURFACE OWNI BUS oper at ors;

4. relevant New York city transit authority rules;

5. third rail safety;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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6. illumnation; and

7. any additional related safety nmatters.

S 3. Section 405 of the transportation |law, as added by chapter 209 of
the laws of 2007, subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 29 of the | aws of
2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 405. New York city transit authority track AND SURFACE OWN BUS saf e-
ty task force nmenbership. 1. The New York city transit authority track
AND SURFACE OWNI BUS safety task force shall consist of a total of four
menbers as fol |l ows:

(a) the comm ssioner or his or her designee;

(b) the comm ssioner of |abor or his or her designee;

(c) the president of New York city transit authority or his or her
desi gnee; and

(d) the president of Transport Wdrkers Union, Local 100, an affiliate
of the New York state AFL-CI O, or his or her designee.

2. The conmm ssioner or his or her designee shall be the chair of the
track AND SURFACE OWNI BUS safety task force.

3. The track safety task force shall neet as often as deemed necessary
by the <chair but in no event |ess than four tinmes per year. Any nenber
may call a neeting on not less than ten days witten notice to the other
menbers.

4. The menbers of the track AND SURFACE OWNI BUS safety task force
shall receive no salary or other conpensation for their services but
shall be entitled to reinbursenent for actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties.

S 4. Section 408 of article 16 of the transportation |law is renunbered
section 410 and two new sections 408 and 409 are added to read as
fol | ows:

S 408. SURFACE OWNI BUS SAFETY PROGRAM 1. BY MAY FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND
TWELVE, THE NEW YORK CITY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY TRACK AND SURFACE OWNI BUS
SAFETY TASK FORCE SHALL | SSUE ONE OR MORE REPORTS SETTING FORTH THE
RECOVMMENDATI ONS OF | TS MEMBERS W TH RESPECT TO THE | MPLEMENTI NG FOR THE
NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY SURFACE OWNI BUS SAFETY PROGRAM SUCH
REPORTS SHALL BE SENT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY.

2. SUCH TRACK AND SURFACE OWNI BUS SAFETY TASK FORCE SHALL ALSO PROVI DE
TO THE PUBLI C EMPLOYEE SAFETY AND HEALTH BUREAU W THI N THE DEPARTMENT OF
LABOR AND TO ALL LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT REPRESENT NEW YORK CI TY TRANS-
| T AUTHORI TY EMPLOYEES ENGAGED | N WORK OPERATI NG AND MAI NTAI NI NG SURFACE
OWI BUS VEHI CLES A COPY OF | TS REPORTS.

3. SUCH TRACK AND SURFACE OWNI BUS SAFETY TASK FORCE SHALL SET FORTH
PROCEDURES TO | NSURE THAT PRI OR TO THE DAI LY DEPLOYMENT OF ANY OWNI BUS
VEHI CLE TO PROVI DE MASS TRANSI T SERVI CES TO THE PUBLIC A COWPREHENSI VE
| NSPECTION OF MECHANI CAL SYSTEMS, GLASS, DOORS, TIRES AND LI FTS FOR
HANDI CAPPED PASSENGERS FOR SUCH VEHI CLE | S COVPLETED | N ACCORDANCE W TH
THE RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE COW SSI ONER, AND THAT ANY AND ALL
DEFECTS DETECTED ARE PROPERLY PREPARED PRI OR TO PLACI NG SUCH VEHI CLE I N
SERVI CE, AND ANY OTHER SAFETY PROCEDURES | TS MEMBERS DEEM NECESSARY AND
PRUDENT TO PROTECT EMPLOYEES OF THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND
THE PUBLI C- AT- LARGE. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY LAW RULE OR CONTRACT PROVI SI ON
TO THE CONTRARY, NO EMPLOYEE, AGENT OR OTHER PERSON ACTI NG ON BEHALF OF
THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY |'S AUTHORI ZED TO KNOW NGLY OPERATE
OR KNOW NGLY OR RECKLESSLY COWPEL ANOTHER TO OPERATE AN OWNI BUS VEHI CLE
THAT HAS AN UNCORRECTED DEFI Cl ENCY NOTED IN THE | NSPECTION. THE TASK
FORCE SHALL DOCUMENT I N I TS REPORTS THE NUMBER OF | NSTANCES WHEN OWNI BUS
VEH CLES ARE PLACED | NTO SERVI CE DESPI TE HAVI NG UNCORRECTED DEFI Cl EN-
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CIES, AND THE ADVERSE PERSONNEL ACTI ON UNDERTAKEN, |IF ANY, BY THE NEW
YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORITY AS A RESULT OF SUCH | MPROPER DEPLOYMENTS
| NTO SERVI CE.

S 409. WH STLEBLOWAER ACCESS AND ASSI STANCE PROGRAM 1. "WH STLEBLOW
ER', AS USED IN TH S ARTI CLE, SHALL MEAN ANY EMPLOYEE OF THE NEW YORK
CITY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY OR ANY OF | TS SUBSI DI ARI ES, WHO DI SCLOSES A MATE-
RI AL BREACH OF ANY SAFETY PROCEDURE REQUI RED BY LAW RULE OR REGULATI ON
OF THE COW SSI ONER OR | N CONTRACT PROVI SI ONS, WHETHER OR NOT THE BREACH
OF WHI CH CAUSES OR COULD REASONABLE CAUSE | NJURY TO AN EMPLOYEE OF SUCH
TRANSI T AUTHORI TY OR THE PUBLI C- AT- LARGE, TO THE METROPOLI TAN TRANSPOR-
TATI ON AUTHORI TY | NSPECTOR GENERAL. THE SCOPE OF THE PROTECTI ONS UNDER
THI'S SECTI ON AND | N SECTI ON ONE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY- NI NE OF THE
PUBLIC AUTHORITIES LAW WLL ALSO APPLY TO ANY | NFORVATI ON RENDERED BY
AN EMPLOYEE | F THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY REGARDI NG THE UNAU-
THORI ZED DI RECTI ON BY ANOTHER EMPLOYEE, AGENT OR PERSON AFFI LI ATED W TH
THE NEW YORK CITY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY TO |IGNORE OR OTHERW SE DI SREGARD
SUCH SAFETY PROCEDURES.

2. ANY COMMUNI CATI ONS BETWEEN AN EMPLOYEE AND THE METROPOLI TAN TRANS-
PORTATI ON AUTHORI TY | NSPECTOR GENERAL PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
HELD STRI CTLY CONFI DENTI AL BY THE | NSPECTOR GENERAL, UNLESS THE EMPLOYEE
SPECI FI CALLY WAI VES | N WRI TI NG THE RI GHT TO CONFI DENTI ALI TY, EXCEPT THAT
SUCH CONFI DENTI ALITY SHALL NOT EXEMPT THE | NSPECTOR GENERAL FROM
DI SCLOSI NG SUCH | NFORMATI ON, WHERE APPROPRI ATE, TO THE STATE | NSPECTOR
GENERAL | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON FI FTY-FI VE OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW OR
PREVENT DI SCLOSURE TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORI TY.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



